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Industry Supports the Defense in Depth 
Measures of the Fatigue Rule

Work Hour Scheduling 
Work Hour Limits, Break, and 

Minimum Days Off Requirements 
Training
Behavioral Observation
Self-Declaration
Fatigue Assessments 
Periodic Program Review 
Waivers
Annual Reporting 



Outages
The Rule Changes the Way the Industry Performs 
Outages
The Requirements of the Rule Effectively Establish 
Prevention of Fatigue During Normal Operation and 
Outage Operation
During an Outage, The Rule Allows Relaxation of ONLY 
1 of the Defense in Depth Measures – Minimum Days 
Off
The Rule ONLY Allows Relaxation of Minimum Days 
Off for 60 days
We Don’t Understand the Problem the Outage 
Exception for RO/SRO’s is Addressing
The Outage Exception Creates Unnecessary Resource 
and Labor Issues



Periodic Overtime
Overtime is a Necessary though Not Systemic Part 
of Plant Operation.  Made Necessary By:

o Emergent Work Activities
o Scheduled Work Activities where Special Skills are 
Needed

The Rule Required 54 Hour Review Criteria Will 
Provide Effective and Transparent Protection 
Against Excessive Use of Overtime
Given the Rule Requirements, The Regulatory 
Guide Proposal is Not Practical Or Necessary
(For a 8 or 10 hour Shift Worker as Little as 16 Hours of 
Overtime in a 6 Week Period Could Constitute a Schedule Change)



Transitions
The Rule Does Not Contain Preconditioning 
Requirements for Transitioning Into Or 
Between Covered Groups
Agree That Some Look Back is Prudent –
But Simple
Training, Behavioral Observation, and Self-
Declaration are Key
Differing MDO’s Based on Work Category 
Adds Complexity Where it is Not Needed



Maintenance Activities

The potential impact on health and safety of 
the public is of importance and not what 
document requires the activity 
“Required by Technical Specification” is not 
a Rule Requirement 
“Required by Technical Specification”
Creates Unnecessary Implementation 
Differences



OTHER DG-5026 COMMENTS

Definition of 12 Hour Shift

Annual Review of Worker Performance



Summary
4 Substantive Areas of Disagreement

We Believe the Rule Addresses These and the 
Regulatory Guide Creates Unnecessary and in 
All Cases Practical Implementation Issues

o Outages
o Periodic Overtime
o Transitions
o Maintenance

Resolution is Urgent to Move Forward 
With Implementation
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