October 15, 2008
EN-08-061

OFFICE OF ENFORCEMENT
NOTIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANT ENFORCEMENT ACTION

Licensee: BWX Technologies, Inc. (EA-08-204)
Lynchburg, VA
Docket No. 70-27

Subject: NOTICE OF VIOLATION AND PROPOSED IMPOSITION OF CIVIL PENALTY-
$32,500

This is to inform the Commission that a Notice of Violation and Proposed Imposition of a Civil Penalty will
be issued on or about October 20, 2008, to BWX Technologies (BWXT), Inc. This action is based on a
Severity Level lll violation of 10 CFR 70.61 involving the failure of the licensee to provide adequate
engineered and administrative controls to limit or prevent an acute chemical exposure from a hazardous
chemical produced from licensed material. Specifically, the licensee failed to properly label a storage tank
containing liquid hydrogen fluoride (HF), and failed to ensure that a Process Operator was adequately
trained. As a result, a Process Operator received an ocular exposure to liquid HF while trying to neutralize
a spill that could have led to irreversible or other serious, long-lasting health effects. In this case, no
permanent vision loss was sustained by the operator. However, under different circumstances, such as a
delayed response from the emergency team, the exposure could have resulted in a more severe
consequence to the operator.

In accordance with the Enforcement Policy, a base civil penalty in the amount of $32,500 is considered for
a Severity Level Il violation. Because BWXT has been the subject of escalated enforcement within the
past two years (see EA-07-240 and EA-08-171), the NRC considered whether credit was warranted for
Identification and Corrective Actions in accordance with the civil penalty assessment process in Section
VI.C.2 of the Enforcement Policy. Credit is not warranted for identification because the issue was a result
of an event. Credit is warranted for corrective actions because the actions were considered to be prompt
and comprehensive. These actions included, in part, (1) completing a detailed root cause analysis, (2)
labeling drums containing chemical agents, (3) developing site-wide procedures for responding to
chemical spills, and (4) establishing annual training which addresses hazards associated with acid spills.
Therefore, to emphasize the importance of compliance with NRC regulations, the NRC proposes
imposition of a Civil Penalty in the base amount of $32,500 for a SL Ill violation.

The licensee declined an offer to attend a Preliminary Enforcement Conference. In their letter dated
August 29, 2008, the licensee contested the apparent violation and disagreed with the severity level
proposed by the staff.

It should be noted that the licensee has not been specifically informed of the enforcement action. The
schedule of issuance and notification is:

Mailing of Notice October 20, 2008
Telephone Notification of Licensee October 20, 2008

The State of Virginia will be notified.

Contacts: John Wray, OE, 301-415-1288 Nick Hilton, OE, 301-415-3055
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