
October 15, 2008 
 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO: Peter J. Habighorst, Branch Chief 
   Fuel Manufacturing Branch 

Division of Fuel Cycle Safety  
   and Safeguards 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety 
   and Safeguards 

 
FROM:   Rafael L. Rodriguez, Project Manager   /RA/ 
   Fuel Manufacturing Branch 

Division of Fuel Cycle Safety  
   and Safeguards 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety 
   and Safeguards 
 

 
SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF CONFERENCE CALL WITH AREVA-RICHLAND TO 

DISCUSS REQUESTS FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON FIRE 
PROTECTION  

 
At the request of AREVA NP, Inc. (AREVA), the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
staff and the AREVA staff had a conference call on September 19, 2008, to discuss the  
July 31, 2008 Request for Additional Information (RAI) questions regarding the AREVA License 
renewal application.  The focus of this conference call involved the RAIs in the area of fire 
protection.  The purpose of the teleconference was to ensure that AREVA understands the 
context of the RAI questions and to provide further guidance, if necessary.  During this call, the 
NRC staff made it clear to the AREVA staff that approval of any responses would only be given 
upon formal submittal of their responses in writing. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
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Enclosure  

SUMMARY OF CONFERENCE CALL WITH AREVA REGARDING 
REQUESTS FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THEIR 

FIRE PROTECTION PROGRAM 
 
NRC Participants:  Rex Wescott 
 
AREVA Participants:  Bob Link, Loren Maas, Timothy Tate 
 
On September 19, 2008, staff from NRC and AREVA met to discuss the request for additional 
information (RAI) concerning Chapter 7 of AREVA’s license renewal application.  The following 
items were discussed during the conference call and are subject to review and approval by 
AREVA’s management: 
 
RAI # 1:  AREVA’s response will state that the facilities structures are designed to meet City of 
Richland  requirements and the Uniform Building Code requirements.  The response will 
specifically state that AREVA complies with the provisions of the following National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) guidance:  NFPA 10, 13, 14, 15, 24, 72, and 80.  The NRC 
reviewer suggested referencing NFPA 1620 regarding pre-fire plans, NFPA 241 regarding 
construction, alteration and demolition, and NFPA 51B for hot work.  AREVA stated it would 
review those areas and include these regulatory guides, if applicable. 
 
RAI#2:  AREVA discussed the subject locations and systems, as requested in the RAI.  This 
information will be included in the response. 
 
RAI#3:  AREVA stated that the facility’s construction meets the provisions of Uniform Building 
Code regarding non-combustible non-rated construction.  AREVA briefly described its program 
for exterior combustible loading control.  This information will be included in the response. 
 
RAI # 4:  AREVA stated that the operators in the fire brigade are trained for incipient fire control, 
including the use of fire extinguishers and personal protective equipment.  AREVA clarified that 
eight to ten members of the fire brigade will be available at all times in case that a fire event 
occurs.  A description of fire brigade training will be included in the response. 
 
RAI# 5:  AREVA stated that a mixture of dodecane and tri-butyl phosphate is used for solvent 
extraction. The consequences of these chemicals are low.  A discussion of fire hazards in the 
solvent extraction area will be included in the response. 
 
RAI#6:  AREVA stated that the ISA values for the combined failure index will not be changed.  
AREVA also stated that they wanted to discuss this outside the context of the license renewal. 
 
RAI#7:  AREVA will provide more information regarding IROFS 4530, consistent with the RAI. 
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