October 20, 2008

The Honorable Rick Boucher

Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality
Committee on Energy and Commerce

United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed for your information is the Federal Register notice in which the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) denys a petition for rulemaking submitted by Thomas E. Magette of
EnergySolutions, LLC. The petitioner requested the NRC to amend its regulations to provide a
regulatory framework that would allow funds from licensees’ decommissioning trusts to be used
for the cost of disposal of major radioactive components (MRCs) that have been removed from
reactors prior to the permanent cessation of operations. The NRC published an announcement
of the receipt of the petition and solicited public comment on August 21, 2007.

The NRC has considered the merits of the petition and the comments received and has
determined that its policy of not permitting the use of decommissioning trust funds for the
disposal of MRCs during operations is prudent and necessary to preserve and protect such
funds. Furthermore, licensees may request the withdrawal of decommissioning trust funds
under 10 CFR 50.12 on a case-by-case basis under extraordinary circumstances.

Sincerely,
/IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Representative Fred Upton



October 20, 2008

The Honorable Thomas Carper
Chairman, Subcommittee on Clean Air
and Nuclear Safety
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed for your information is the Federal Register notice in which the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) denys a petition for rulemaking submitted by Thomas E. Magette of
EnergySolutions, LLC. The petitioner requested the NRC to amend its regulations to provide a
regulatory framework that would allow funds from licensees’ decommissioning trusts to be used
for the cost of disposal of major radioactive components (MRCs) that have been removed from
reactors prior to the permanent cessation of operations. The NRC published an announcement
of the receipt of the petition and solicited public comment on August 21, 2007.

The NRC has considered the merits of the petition and the comments received and has
determined that its policy of not permitting the use of decommissioning trust funds for the
disposal of MRCs during operations is prudent and necessary to preserve and protect such
funds. Furthermore, licensees may request the withdrawal of decommissioning trust funds
under 10 CFR 50.12 on a case-by-case basis under extraordinary circumstances.

Sincerely,
/IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Senator George V. Voinovich



October 20, 2008

The Honorable Barbara Boxer

Chairman, Committee on Environment
and Public Works

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Madam Chairman:

Enclosed for your information is the Federal Register notice in which the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) denys a petition for rulemaking submitted by Thomas E. Magette of
EnergySolutions, LLC. The petitioner requested the NRC to amend its regulations to provide a
regulatory framework that would allow funds from licensees’ decommissioning trusts to be used
for the cost of disposal of major radioactive components (MRCs) that have been removed from
reactors prior to the permanent cessation of operations. The NRC published an announcement
of the receipt of the petition and solicited public comment on August 21, 2007.

The NRC has considered the merits of the petition and the comments received and has
determined that its policy of not permitting the use of decommissioning trust funds for the
disposal of MRCs during operations is prudent and necessary to preserve and protect such
funds. Furthermore, licensees may request the withdrawal of decommissioning trust funds
under 10 CFR 50.12 on a case-by-case basis under extraordinary circumstances.

Sincerely,
IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Senator James M. Inhofe



October 20, 2008

The Honorable John D. Dingell

Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed for your information is the Federal Register notice in which the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) denys a petition for rulemaking submitted by Thomas E. Magette of
EnergySolutions, LLC. The petitioner requested the NRC to amend its regulations to provide a
regulatory framework that would allow funds from licensees’ decommissioning trusts to be used
for the cost of disposal of major radioactive components (MRCs) that have been removed from
reactors prior to the permanent cessation of operations. The NRC published an announcement
of the receipt of the petition and solicited public comment on August 21, 2007.

The NRC has considered the merits of the petition and the comments received and has
determined that its policy of not permitting the use of decommissioning trust funds for the
disposal of MRCs during operations is prudent and necessary to preserve and protect such
funds. Furthermore, licensees may request the withdrawal of decommissioning trust funds
under 10 CFR 50.12 on a case-by-case basis under extraordinary circumstances.

Sincerely,
/IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Representative Joe Barton



October 20, 2008

The Honorable Rick Boucher

Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality
Committee on Energy and Commerce

United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed for your information is the Federal Register notice in which the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) denys a petition for rulemaking submitted by Thomas E. Magette of
EnergySolutions, LLC. The petitioner requested the NRC to amend its regulations to provide a
regulatory framework that would allow funds from licensees’ decommissioning trusts to be used
for the cost of disposal of major radioactive components (MRCs) that have been removed from
reactors prior to the permanent cessation of operations. The NRC published an announcement
of the receipt of the petition and solicited public comment on August 21, 2007.

The NRC has considered the merits of the petition and the comments received and has
determined that its policy of not permitting the use of decommissioning trust funds for the
disposal of MRCs during operations is prudent and necessary to preserve and protect such
funds. Furthermore, licensees may request the withdrawal of decommissioning trust funds
under 10 CFR 50.12 on a case-by-case basis under extraordinary circumstances.

Sincerely,
/IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register Notice

cc: Representative Fred Upton
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