October 8, 2008

MEMORANDUM TO: License File No. 12-10243-01

THRU: Patricia J. Pelke, Chief /RA/
Materials Licensing Branch
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety
Region llI

FROM: Colleen Carol Casey, Health Physicist /RA/
Materials Licensing Branch
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety
Region IlI

SUBJECT: LICENSING SITE VISIT FOR U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AGENCY, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

DATE OF VISIT: AUGUST 7, 2008

PURPOSE OF VISIT: TO CLARIFY AND RESOLVE REMAINING ISSUES CONCERNING
THE LICENSEE’S PENDING REQUEST TO TERMINATE THE
LICENSE

A Materials Licensing reviewer, accompanied by the Materials Licensing Branch Chief,
participated in this licensing site visit. This licensing site visit was conducted in accordance with
NUREG 1556, Vol. 20, “Consolidated Guidance About Materials Licenses: Program-Specific
Guidance About Administrative Licensing Procedures,” to assist in the clarification and
resolution of issues remaining with the licensee’s pending request to terminate the license. The
site visit focused on determining whether any specifically licensable materials were still in the
licensee’s possession, including waste streams, sealed sources, and residual contamination in
laboratory areas; and securing commitments from the licensee to provide pertinent, appropriate
responses to deficiencies identified prior to and during the visit.

Observations:

The licensee submitted an amendment request dated January 29, 2008, and a letter dated
January 30, 2008, in response to deficiencies transmitted in a conversation record dated
November 28, 2007. Upon reviewing these response letters, the MLB reviewer noted that the
licensee had not addressed the substance of the deficiency concerns, but rather, it appeared
that the licensee had submitted copious documents, including many that were extraneous and
of no value to the review.

The reviewer arranged to conduct an onsite visit with the licensee to clarify the concerns and
arrange to obtain documents that were applicable to the review and appropriate responses to
the deficient areas identified in the November 28, 2007, record.
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In the course of the onsite discussion and tour of laboratories and facilities, the reviewer
determined that the licensee was not in possession of specifically licensed material. The last
specifically licensed materials had been shipped offsite as radioactive waste on December 26,
2007.

The licensee was in possession of a number of generally licensed devices, mostly gas
chromatographs. The general license tags provided by the vendors were observed by the
reviewer either directly onsite or as photographs, for those devices located remotely from the
main EPA location visited. The photographs were forwarded subsequent to the site visit in a
letter dated August 28, 2008.

It also appeared that a number of specifically licensed and generally licensed materials, mostly
low-level, “millicurie quantity” sealed sources, had either been disposed of via shipment-for-
burial or returned to various vendors over the years. Some materials, especially those captured
by the authorization in Subitem No. 6 through 9.A, “Any byproduct materials with atomic
numbers 3 through 83, inclusive” had not been obtained, i.e., the authorization had not been
used.

The lack of a complete, comprehensive close-out survey for carbon-14 in the Central Regional
Laboratory was discussed, and the licensee committed to performing this survey and providing
a copy of the results to NRC within the next few weeks following the site visit.

A key piece of information requested by the reviewer concerned a manifest form from the waste
broker, ADCO, related to the licensee’s December 26, 2007, radioactive waste shipment, which
needed to be signed and dated by an appropriate ADCO representative as an “acknowledgment
of receipt.” The licensee contacted ADCO during the site visit and committed to forward the
completed document as soon as possible.

The regional participants in this site visit were Patricia J. Pelke, Chief, DNMS-MLB and
Colleen Carol Casey, Health Physicist, DNMS-MLB. The licensee participants were

Michael Murphy, Radiation Safety Officer; Marc Colvin, Safety, Health and Environmental
Management Program (SHEMP) Manager; John D. Glover, Regional Industrial Hygienist; and
Diane Massie, FOH Contractor.

Conclusion:

This NRC evaluation of licensed activities provided the reviewer with valuable first-hand
information concerning the status of materials possession, generally licensed devices, facilities
and the adequacy of its close-out survey data. The dialogue between the reviewer and the
licensee was greatly enhanced and it appeared that the licensee obtained a much better
understanding of NRC’s expectations with respect to appropriate responses to deficiency
requests and license termination procedures.
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