
October 6, 2008 
 
 
TO:  Licensees That Will Be Reporting to the National Source Tracking System 
 
SUBJECT: RESPONSE REQUESTED – TRAINING ON USE OF THE NATIONAL SOURCE 

TRACKING SYSTEM 
 
PURPOSE:  
 
This letter is to inform licensees of the upcoming training opportunities on the National Source 
Tracking System (NSTS).  If you are interested in attending any of the training sessions 
available, you will need to follow the instructions provided in this letter. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On November 8, 2006, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) issued the final rule 
incorporating the NSTS into its regulations (71 FR 65686).  An amendment to the rule issued on 
October 19, 2007 (72 FR 59162) revised the compliance date to January 31, 2009.  Agreement 
States have issued, or are in the process of issuing, equivalent rules or legally binding 
requirements.  The NRC regulations are located in Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 
Part 20, Section 20.2207.  All licensees authorized by an NRC or Agreement State license to 
possess Category 1 or Category 2 radioactive sealed sources (i.e., nationally tracked sources as 
specified in 10 CFR 20.2207) are required to report information on the manufacture, transfer, 
receipt, destruction, or disposal of nationally tracked sources to the NSTS beginning January 31, 
2009; and to report the initial inventory of nationally tracked sources by January 31, 2009.  
Licensees have the option of reporting to the NSTS by several mechanisms: (1) on-line; (2) 
batch load using electronic file submission; (3) mail; (4) facsimile; or (5) by telephone, with 
follow-up by facsimile or mail.  In order to report to the NSTS using the online method or 
electronically (batch load), you will need to go through a credentialing process to receive a digital 
certificate and smart card.   
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
NSTS has been developed as a secure, online system that allows users to enter and view 
information through a protected web interface.  The system will be available for entries starting 
sometime in December, 2008; and as noted above, licensees must enter inventory information 
by January 31, 2009 and, thereafter, enter information on source transactions.  For security 
reasons, individuals that plan to use the on-line method or electronic file submission method to 
report to the NSTS must go through a credentialing process.  You will receive information on 
credentialing in separate communications. 
 
The NSTS has been designed to be intuitive and user-friendly.  Extensive user support will be 
available, which includes online navigation tools, application help, computer-based training, a 
users guide (available on-line), and a help desk.  NRC is also providing classroom training 
sessions in several locations (listed below), to allow users to learn how to use the system.  
Attendance at one of the training sessions, while desirable, is not necessary in order to use the 
system.  Those individuals that the licensee nominates for credentialing are the ones that may 
be interested in attending a training session.  The November 14, 2008, session is designed for 
those licensees (e.g. manufacturers and distributors) that will be using the
electronic file submission (batch loading) to report large numbers of transactions.
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RESPONSE REQUESTED: 
 
Training:  To attend one of the training sessions listed below, you will need to send an e-mail to 
NSTSTraining@nrc.gov.  The e-mail should include the list of licensee staff who wish to attend 
NSTS training; contact information for each individual, including e-mail address and phone 
number; and the first and second choice for training sessions.  We will try to accommodate first 
choices, but please understand that this may not be possible as seating in each location is 
limited.  If multiple staff members are listed, we will give them preference in the order listed and 
try to ensure that places are available for at least one staff member from each licensee applying. 
You will receive confirmation by e-mail. 
 
For security reasons, all NSTS users will have to have their identities verified by a notary public 
or a NRC Trusted Agent and obtain credentials from NRC (including a digital certificate and hard 
token/smart card). The NRC plans to have a NRC Trusted Agent available at each training 
session to fill out identity proofing applications for those that will be NSTS users. For those 
training attendees wishing to have their identity proofing applications filled out onsite, they will 
need to bring an acceptable form of identification.  Acceptable forms of identification can be 
found at http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/I-9.pdf.  In addition, users must provide a 2 inch x 2 inch 
(51 mm x 51 mm) passport standard color photo. 
 
NSTS Licensee Training Workshops 
 

Date Location Address 
November 5 Rockville, MD The Learning Tree 

1801 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852 

November 7 Rockville, MD The Learning Tree 
1801 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852 

November 12 Rockville, MD The Learning Tree 
1801 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852 

November 14* Rockville, MD The Learning Tree 
1801 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852 

November 18 Atlanta, GA The Learning Tree 
1050 Crown Point Parkway 
Suite 1100 
Atlanta, GA 30338 

November 20 Atlanta, GA The Learning Tree 
1050 Crown Point Parkway 
Suite 1100 
Atlanta, GA 30338 

December 2 Chicago, IL PCCTI 
216 W. Jackson Boulevard 
Suite 900 
Chicago, IL 60606 

December 4 Chicago, IL PCCTI 
216 W. Jackson Boulevard 
Suite 900 
Chicago, IL 60606 



Letter to Licensees Reporting to NSTS 3 
 

Date Location Address 
December 9 Irving, TX Educorp Training and 

Consulting 
7805 Mesquite Bend Drive 
Suite 100 
Irving, TX 75063 

December 11 Irving, TX Educorp Training and 
Consulting 
7805 Mesquite Bend Drive 
Suite 100 
Irving, TX 75063 

December 16 San Francisco, CA LearnIt 
33 New Montgomery Street 
Suite 300 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

December 18 San Francisco, CA LearnIt 
33 New Montgomery Street 
Suite 300 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

*Special session for licensees that will be using the electronic file submission (batch loading) to report large numbers 
  of transactions. 
 
Initial Inventory:  The NRC plans to use some of the data that licensees have reported to the 
Interim Inventory Database to pre-populate the NSTS.  We recognize that for some licensees 
this does not make sense due to high source turnover or the relatively short half-life of some 
isotopes.  For example, we will not pre-populate any Iridum-192 (Ir-192) sources.  If you do not 
want your data from the interim database to be transferred to the NSTS, you should send an e-
mail to NSTSAccess@nrc.gov by December 1, 2008.  The e-mail should contain the company 
name and license number and state that you do not want your source data to be used to pre-
populate the NSTS.  If you only possess Ir-192 sources or are a manufacturer/distributor you do 
not need to send an e-mail requesting that the data not be transferred. 
 
We look forward to your attendance at one of the training sessions. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
         /RA/ 
 
       

Andrew Mauer, Branch Chief 
      Source Safety and Security Branch 
      Division of Materials Safety and  
        State Agreements 
      Office of Federal and State Materials and 
        Environmental Management Programs
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