UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
REGION |
475 ALLENDALE ROAD
KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19406-1415

September 30, 2008
Docket No. 030-17797 License No. 41-06832-06

Beth A. Wetzel

Manager, Corporate Nuclear Licensing
Tennessee Valley Authority

1101 Market Street

6A Lookout Place

Chattanooga, TN 37402-2801

SUBJECT: RECLASSIFICATION OF VIOLATION ISSUED IN A NOTICE OF VIOLATION
DATED FEBRUARY 11, 2008, TO A NON-CITED VIOLATION, INSPECTION
NO. 03017797/2007003

Dear Ms. Wetzel:

This letter responds to your March 10, 2008, letter, in response to a Notice of Violation (NOV)
issued by NRC on February 11, 2008. Our February 11, 2008, letter and NOV described a
violation involving the failure to properly implement radiography procedures, resulting in an
unnecessary exposure to a radiographer, who was acting as an assistant to another
radiographer on September 8, 2007, at a nuclear reactor facility. The violation was
characterized at Severity Level IV because an exposure in excess of regulatory limits did not
occur nor was there a substantial potential for such an occurrence.

In your response, although you did not contest this violation, you have requested that NRC
characterize the violation as non-cited in accordance with the provisions of the NRC
Enforcement Policy, Section VI, “Disposition of Violations,” because you identified and corrected
the violation. We reconsidered the circumstances of the incident, including your identification of
the violation and your corrective actions, and we agree that the criteria were met to characterize
this violation as a non-cited violation. Initially, we did not give you credit for identification. The
event was self-revealing, and the lack of communication appeared to be the obvious root cause,
assuming there was a lead radiographer and a second radiographer fulfilling the role of an
assistant radiographer. However, in hindsight, we find the root cause analysis demonstrated
that Tennessee Valley Authority did not have a prior opportunity to identify the problem when
there are two radiographers working with the same radiographic device. The cause of the event
was not obvious, because it resulted from the lack of coordination between two qualified
radiographers when a lead radiographer was not assigned. Accordingly, all criteria for issuance
of the violation as a non-cited violation were met and the Notice of Violation is being withdrawn.
Our records will be amended to reflect that the violation was non-cited.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC “Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter will be
available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the
Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of NRC’s document system (ADAMS). ADAMS
is available from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html (The Public
Electronic Reading Room).
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It is our practice to acknowledge licensee responses in a timelier manner then occurred in this

case. We apologize for any inconvenience this delay may have caused. Should you have any

questions, please contact Marie Miller, Chief, Security and Industrial Branch at (610) 337-5205.
Sincerely,

/RA E. Cobey for/

John D. Kinneman, Director
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

cC:
W. Ed Freeman, Radiation Safety Officer
State of Tennessee
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