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September 24, 2008

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Subject: Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC (Duke)
Catawba Nuclear Station, Units 1 and 2
Docket Numbers 50-413 and 50-414
Technical Specifications (TS) Amendments 243 and
237
TS 3.7.8, Nuclear Service Water System (NSWS)
Issue Concerning NRC Safety Evaluation (SE)
(TAC Nos. MD6275 and MD6276)

Reference: Letter from NRC to Duke dated July 30, 2008

The reference letter issued Amendments 243 and 237 for Units
1 and 2, respectively. These amendments revised the TS to
allow single supply header operation of the buried NSWS
piping for up to 30 days during pre-planned maintenance of
the piping.

During Duke's review of the NRC SE, an error was discovered
in the characterization of a Duke implementation item. In
Duke's original submittal dated July 30, 2007, (Attachment 3
page 15 of the submittal), Duke stated that in order to
preclude postulated breaks in the NSWS piping at the
auxiliary building wall, "... the reliability of the piping
was increased by designing pipe supports to minimize the
predicted stress level and by the inclusion of this piping
in Catawba's augmented inservice inspection program." This
implementation item is also applicable for precluding
postulated breaks in the NSWS piping at the diesel generator
building wall (Attachment 3 page 17 of the submittal).
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Conver'sely, in the NRC SE (page 5 of the SE), this item
reads, "The piping supports are designed to minimize the
predicted stress level and included in Catawba 1 and 2
augmented in-service-inspection program to ensure the
integrity of the support's structure." The NRC SE implies
that the supports will be included in the augmented
inspection program, not the piping. Duke intends to include
the piping in the augmented inspection program.

Duke is submitting this letter to inform the NRC of this
issue and to request clarification of the statement
contained in the SE.

There are no regulatory commitments contained in this
letter.

Inquiries on this matter should be directed to L.J. Rudy at
(803) 701-3084.

Very truly yours,

LJR/s
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xc:

L.A. Reyes
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Regional Administrator, Region II
Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth St., SW, Suite 23T85
Atlanta, GA 30303

A.T. Sabisch
Senior Resident Inspector (CNS)
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Catawba Nuclear Station

J.F. Stang, Jr. (addressee only)
NRC Senior Project Manager (CNS)
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint North, Mail Stop 8-G9A
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852-2738

S.E. Jenkins
Section Manager
Division of Waste Management
South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental
Control
2600 Bull St.
Columbia, SC 29201
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bxc:

R.D. Hart (CN01RC)
L.J. Rudy (CN01RC)
T.L. Edwards (CN03SP)
R.L. Gill, Jr. (ECO50)
NCMPA-1
NCEMC
PMPA
SREC
Document Control File 801.01
RGC File
ELL-ECO50


