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All Mcler pomr reactor facilities holding an operating license (L) or a
construction permit (CP).

This infornation notice is provided as notification of events that had potential
radiolo%ical timpact on the gneral public. It is expected that recipients wlll
revier the Informtion for applicability to their facitities. fo specific
action or response Is required.

Dscription of Circutancues:

Oer the past several years, Inadequate samplin of waste oil has resulted
In itncrrect determinatlons of waste oil contanat!oan at three nuclear power
plants. These events resulted in the inadvertent release of liceaused material
beyond the plant's raioloelically cotrolled aMes.

In late 198, a licensee attempted to six the contents of waste oil drum,

which included water, with a stirring rod. Ofil and water within the drum wre
not adequately mixed. ~ Subsequent analysis of the samples from these druM did
ot reveal that radioactive containation was present. The drm wre trans
ferred outside the owner's protected area to olit pickup by awaste oil vendeor.
The vendor subsequently pleced the oil frr the drum until he reached water.
The Weter was discharged to the ground surrounding the waste oil storage area.
Several years of this practice resulted in an acualation of radioactivity in
the soil. Contact radiation readings on the soil's surface wre as Qith as
100 rin/hr. It was evident that unsampled water In the drum was signifi
cantly radioactive. Since stlrrlngf did not provide sufficient aitation to
provide a homogenous mixture of o1l and water, this licensee erroneously
determined that the waste oil drus wre free of contamination.

In October 102, another nuclear power plant was found to be sampling waste
oil without assuring a4quate mfixing to obtain a representative sample. Their
. Menod of sampling, couperl ~ with Inadequate counting techniques, resulted In
I|ce_ns_edtnter|al being released to a waste oil vendor, an unauthorized
recipient.
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