OCTOBER 3, 2008
Mr. John F. Weinbrecht, PE
Development Engineer
12405 Sierra Grande Ave. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112
SUBJECT: CONCERNS NUCLEAR POWER AND A HYDROGEN ECONOMY
Dear Mr. Weinbrecht:

Thank you for your letter dated August 29, 2008, to Chairman Klein. The enclosed
article touched on timely issues and | appreciate the time and effort that went into writing this
informative and insightful article. In light of the fact that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission’s (NRC’s) Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research (RES) is mandated to align its
research strategies with the agency’s role as a regulator, | would like to call your attention to the
Department of Energy’s Next Generation Nuclear Plant (NGNP) program. This program is very

similar to the one discussed in your article. Information about the NGNP program can be found

at: http://www.ne.doe.gov/neri/neNERIresearch.html. | would recommend that you contact the

Department of Energy for additional information on the nuclear hydrogen initiative.
Sincerely,

/RA/

John R. Jolicoeur, Chief

New and Advanced Reactors Branch
Division of Systems Analysis

Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research
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