
 
 
 

September 29, 2008 
 
 
Mr. Rick A. Muench 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation 
Post Office Box 411 
Burlington, KS  66839 
 
SUBJECT: WOLF CREEK GENERATING STATION - REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION RELATED TO REVISION TO TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 
REGARDING CONTROL ROOM ENVELOPE HABITABILITY IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION TASK FORCE (TSTF) 448, REVISION 3 
(TAC NO. MD7791) 

 
Dear Mr. Muench: 
 
By letter dated January 15, 2008 (Agencywide Documents Access and Management System 
(ADAMS) Accession No. ML080240232), Wolf Creek Nuclear Operation Corporation requested 
an amendment to Technical Specifications (TSs) for the Wolf Creek Generating Station.  The 
requested amendment is to revise TS requirements related to control room envelope habitability 
in accordance with TS Task Force TSTF-448, Revision 3, “Control Room Habitability.”  
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff has reviewed the information provided in the 
application and determined that additional information is needed in order to complete the 
evaluation.  A draft copy of the request for additional information was forwarded to Ms. Diane 
Hooper on September 22, 2008.  You are requested to provide a response within 30 days of the 
date of this letter. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-3016. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 /RA/ 
 
 
Balwant K. Singal, Senior Project Manager  
Plant Licensing Branch IV 
Division of Operating Reactor Licensing 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
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Wolf Creek Generating Station       (7/2/2008) 
 
cc: 
 
Jay Silberg, Esq. 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP 
2300 N Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20037 
 
Regional Administrator, Region IV 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
612 E. Lamar Blvd., Suite 400 
Arlington, TX  76011-4125 
 
Senior Resident Inspector 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
P.O. Box 311 
Burlington, KS  66839 
 
Chief Engineer, Utilities Division 
Kansas Corporation Commission 
1500 SW Arrowhead Road 
Topeka, KS  66604-4027 
 
Office of the Governor 
State of Kansas 
Topeka, KS  66612 
 
Attorney General 
120 SW 10th Avenue, 2nd Floor 
Topeka, KS  66612-1597 
 

County Clerk 
Coffey County Courthouse 
110 South 6th Street 
Burlington, KS  66839 
 
Chief, Radiation and Asbestos Control 
  Section 
Kansas Department of Health 
  and Environment 
Bureau of Air and Radiation 
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 310 
Topeka, KS  66612-1366 
 
Vice President Operations/Plant Manager 
Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation 
P.O. Box 411 
Burlington, KS  66839 
 
Supervisor, Licensing 
Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation 
P.O. Box 411 
Burlington, KS  66839 
 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Resident Inspector’s Office 
Callaway Plant 
8201 NRC Road 
Steedman, MO  65077-1032 

 



REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  
 

REVISION TO TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 
 

CONTROL ROOM ENVELOPE HABITABILITY 
 

WOLF CREEK NUCLEAR OPERATING CORPORATION 
 

DOCKET NO. 50-482 
 
 
By letter dated January 15, 2008 (Agencywide Documents Access and Management System 
(ADAMS) Accession No. ML080240232), Wolf Creek Nuclear Operation Corporation (WCNOC) 
requested an amendment to the Technical Specifications (TSs) for the Wolf Creek Generating 
Station.  The requested amendment is to revise TS requirements related to control room 
envelope habitability in accordance with Technical Specification Task Force (TSTF) TSTF-448, 
Revision 3, “Control Room Habitability.”  The Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff determined 
that additional information is needed in order to complete its review. 
 
1. WCNOC letter dated January 15, 2008, Page 3 of 5 of Attachment I (the last paragraph 

of Section 2.2.1), states, in part, that “in TS 3.7.10, TS 5.5.18 and TS Bases 3.7.10 the 
phrase ‘control room envelope (CRE)’ is replaced with ‘CRE and control building 
envelope (CBE) boundary’ and CRE is replaced with CRE and CBE in several places.”  
However, in insert 5.0-21 (Page 8 of 9 of Attachment II), Sections 5.5.18.d and 5.5.18.f, 
“control room” is used instead of “control room envelope” or “CRE and CBE boundary”.  
The use of phrase “control room” is not consistent with the explanation on page 3 of 5 in 
Section 2.2.1 of Attachment I. 

 
In addition, this appears inconsistent with the intent of TSTF-448, Revision 3, as 
indicated in the technical analysis Section on Page 9 of TSTF-448, where Bases 
Changes are discussed.  On page 9, it is stated that “the Bases are revised to use the 
terms ‘control room envelope (CRE)’ and ‘CRE boundary’ instead of the ambiguous term 
‘control room.’  The definition of ‘control room’ and ‘control room envelope boundary’ are 
added to the background section of the Bases.” 
 
Please clarify your intent with the use of “control room” in insert 5.0-21 on Page 8 of 9, 
Sections 5.5.18.d and 5.5.18.f of your submittal. 

 
2. In accordance with TSTF-448, the title of the program represented by Section 5.5.18 

should be “Control Room Envelope Habitability Program,” instead of “Control Room 
Habitability Program,” as stated by Insert for Page 5.0-21.  The difference is minor, 
however, the title in the TSTF places a more appropriate emphasis on the control room 
envelope.  Please consider revising the title of the program to be consistent with the 
TSTF.  

 
3. Section 5.5.17.e of your submittal is also inconsistent with TSTF-448, Revision 3, in that 

there is no discussion of CRE occupants’ exposure to hazardous chemicals such as is 
reflected in the REQUIRED ACTION of TS 3.7.10.B.2, where there is assurance that the 
CRE occupants are protected from hazardous chemicals regardless of quantities stored 
on site—now or in the future.  The NRC staff is aware of the discussion provided in 
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section 2.2.3 of Attachment I of the WCNOC submittal and believes that the discussion 
does not adequately address the intent of TSTF-448.  Therefore, please consider 
updating Section 5.5.17.e of your submittal to address CRE occupants’ exposure to 
hazardous chemicals consistent with the intent of TSTF-448, Revision 3, Section 
5.5.18.e.  
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