
September 24, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Robert Brown, Sr. Vice President 
Regulatory Affairs 
GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy 
P.O. Box 780 M/C A-50 
Wilmington, NC  28402 

 
SUBJECT:   REGULATORY FRAMEWORK FOR ADVANCE REACTORS  
  AND FUEL CYCLE FACILITES 
 
Dear Mr. Brown:   
 
Thank you for your letter of August 19, 2008, expressing General Electric Hitachi’s interest in 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC’s) regulatory framework development 
activities for advanced fast reactors and fuel cycle facilities to be used to recycle spent nuclear 
fuel (SNF).  As you point out in your letter, NRC has begun evaluating areas of the current 
regulatory framework that would have to be changed, to ensure that a license review of an SNF 
recycling facility would be both efficient and predictable.  NRC is devoting a limited level of effort 
to support initial regulatory development activities associated with licensing a recycling facility.  
Through an interagency agreement with the U.S. Department of Energy, NRC has also received 
funding that has allowed the staff to become more familiar with recycling technologies.   
 
Please continue to keep the Division of Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards (FCSS) informed of 
your plan and schedules associated with SNF recycling.  The FCSS point-of-contact for this 
matter is Thomas Hiltz, of my staff, who can be reached by telephone at (301) 492-3296, or via 
email at Thomas.Hiltz@nrc.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
      /RA/ 
 

Michael F. Weber, Director 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety 

           and Safeguards 
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