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Holtec International Incorporated (Holtec) called the NRC to clarify the request for additional information (RAIs) dated on
September 3, 2008, regarding neutron absorber acceptance testing. The acceptance testing was discussed with technical
reviewers from the Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation (SFST).

The NRC staff requested quantitative information for the particle size, neutron beam diameter, number of samples tested,

and other parameters involved in the acceptance testing. The NRC staff also requested statements in the description of the
acceptance testing which linked the production of the neutron absorbing plates to the same manufacturing process used to

qualify the plates for wet-rack storage.

Holtec offered to prepare an initial response to the RAIs relevant to neutron absorber acceptance testing and present them in
a meeting with the NRC on September 24, 2008. The NRC voiced concerns about potential issues with RAI 2-13, which
focused on the impact limiter temperatures under normal conditions of transport (NCT). After a brief discussion, Holtec
shared a preliminary response to RAI 2-13, and agreed to obtain data on the mechanical properties of the epoxy used in the
aluminum honeycomb impact limiters.
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