UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
REGION II
SAM NUNN ATLANTA FEDERAL CENTER
61 FORSYTH STREET, SW, SUITE 23T85
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303-8931

September 16, 2008

Mr. Cary Alstadt

Manager, Columbia Plant
Westinghouse Electric Company
Commercial Nuclear Fuel Division
Drawer R

Columbia, SC 29250

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF VIOLATION 70-1151/2008-004
Dear Mr. Alstadt:

This letter refers to your August 21, 2008, response to the Notice of Violation transmitted to you
by our letter dated July 25, 2008. In our letter, we documented two violations of failure to comply
with requirements of the emergency plan: first in regard to reviews of incidents and reviews of
the emergency plan itself; and secondly, in regard to maintenance of the on-site meteorological
instrumentation.

Based on our review of your response, we have determined that you adequately identified both
the root cause and the corrective actions to prevent recurrence for the first violation. However,
your response to the second violation concerning maintenance of the site meteorological station
did not include corrective steps that would be taken to restore compliance with current license
requirements, and did not include a date when full compliance will be achieved. Consequently,
as to this violation, Westinghouse Electric Company (WEC) remains out of compliance with
NRC regulations, and staff identified concerns with both the compensatory actions and the
proposed actions to restore compliance outlined in your response.

As a compensatory measure, your response references use of alternate means of obtaining
local weather information in lieu of the required site instrumentation. However, no information
was included to justify the acceptability of these alternate means in terms of distance from the
site and possible deviation from site weather conditions, accuracy, availability, and reliability of
communications paths. Although your emergency plan permits the use of local weather stations
for backup indication, this should not be interpreted to mean that backup indications may be
substituted for the required, permanent on-site instrumentation.

Regarding the date when full compliance will be achieved, the response did not reference a
date, but described instead WEC'’s plans to submit a license amendment to remove the
Emergency Plan requirement to maintain on-site meteorological instrumentation. Although you
have not submitted this request, the staff identified at least two concerns that would need to be
addressed if you chose to submit such a request. The use of local weather information in lieu of
assessing actual site conditions could affect the accuracy of the radiological assessment which,
in turn, could lead you to communicate the wrong information and incorrect protective action
recommendations. In addition, any delay in obtaining this weather information could affect the
timeliness of the emergency classification and notification to local response organizations and
possibly affect public health and safety.
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Request for removal of the requirement for on-site weather instrumentation would require these
issues to be addressed. In addition, your proposed actions for restoring compliance should be
based on current license requirements, not prospective ones you seek to obtain through license
amendment.

On the basis of the foregoing, the provisions of 10 CFR 2.201, as referenced in the Notice of
July 25, 2008, remain applicable and Westinghouse Electric Company, L.L.C. is hereby required
to submit a response in accordance with this provision and as stated in the Notice, within 20
days of the date of this letter.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter will be
available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room (PDR) or from
the Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of NRC's document system (ADAMS).
ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at http: //www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html the
Public Electronic Reading Room.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (404) 562-4721.
Sincerely,
/RA/

Daniel W. Rich, Chief
Fuel Facility Inspection Branch 3
Division of Fuel Facility Inspection

Docket No. 70-1151
License No. SNM-1107

CC: Marc Rosser, Manager
Environment, Health and Safety
Commercial Nuclear Fuel Division
Electronic Mail Distribution

Susan Jenkins, Section Leader

Division of Waste Management

Bureau of Land and Waste Management
Electronic Mail Distribution

Distribution: (See page 3)
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