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Limited Work Authorization (LWA)Limited Work Authorization (LWA)

•• Final LWA rule issued October 9, 2007 Final LWA rule issued October 9, 2007 
(72 FR 57415)(72 FR 57415)

•• Amended rule became effective Amended rule became effective 
November 8, 2007November 8, 2007

•• LWA process allows applicants to LWA process allows applicants to 
perform perform limitedlimited construction activities construction activities 
before COL issuancebefore COL issuance
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Major Rule ChangeMajor Rule Change

•• New definition of “construction” New definition of “construction” 
consistent with NRC statutory authorityconsistent with NRC statutory authority

•• What construction does not include is What construction does not include is 
referred to as “preconstruction”referred to as “preconstruction”

•• Change affects all new reactor Change affects all new reactor 
applications (CP, COL, LWA)applications (CP, COL, LWA)
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Part 52 - Fitting the Pieces Together

Pre-Construction Construction
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Standard Design 
Approval

Early Site Permit
LWA
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Interim Staff Guidance (ISG)Interim Staff Guidance (ISG)

•• Draft ISG issued for comment onDraft ISG issued for comment on

April 8, 2008 April 8, 2008 

•• Supplemental ISG issued for Supplemental ISG issued for useuse
and comment on August 27, 2008and comment on August 27, 2008

•• Comments due on Sept. 26, 2008Comments due on Sept. 26, 2008

•• Guidance will be incorporated into Guidance will be incorporated into 
RG 1.206, RG 4.2, or ESRPRG 1.206, RG 4.2, or ESRP
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Guidance for ConstructionGuidance for Construction

•• Scope of structures, systems, and Scope of structures, systems, and 
components (SSCs) within the components (SSCs) within the 
definition of constructiondefinition of construction

•• Additional criteria for activities that Additional criteria for activities that 
take place within the excavation for take place within the excavation for 
SSCsSSCs
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Scope of SSCsScope of SSCs

•• SSCs within scope of construction SSCs within scope of construction 
based on maintenance rule scope based on maintenance rule scope 
(10 CFR 50.65)(10 CFR 50.65)

•• Additional SSCs added to scope for:Additional SSCs added to scope for:

-- Fire protectionFire protection

-- SecuritySecurity

-- Onsite emergency facilitiesOnsite emergency facilities
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Scope of SSCs (continued)Scope of SSCs (continued)

•• R.G. 1.160, Rev. 2R.G. 1.160, Rev. 2

•• NUMARC 93NUMARC 93--01, Rev. 201, Rev. 2

•• Determination of SSCs dependent Determination of SSCs dependent 
upon design of the facilityupon design of the facility

•• Different determinations for specific Different determinations for specific 
portions of some systemsportions of some systems
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Additional CriteriaAdditional Criteria

•• Activities that take place within the Activities that take place within the 
excavation for SSCs, e.g., rock grouting, excavation for SSCs, e.g., rock grouting, 
soil compaction, placement of backfill or soil compaction, placement of backfill or 
mudmats, installation of reinforcing barsmudmats, installation of reinforcing bars

•• Permanent vs. Temporary, e.g., Permanent vs. Temporary, e.g., 
installation of retaining walls or erection installation of retaining walls or erection 
of concrete forms for foundationsof concrete forms for foundations

•• Abandon in placeAbandon in place
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Questions ??Questions ??
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Not Construction Not Construction –– 50.10(a)(2)50.10(a)(2)

•• Site explorationSite exploration

•• ProcurementProcurement

•• Logging, clearing of land, gradingLogging, clearing of land, grading

•• Excavation for any structureExcavation for any structure

•• Fabrication at other than the final Fabrication at other than the final 
onsite, inonsite, in--place location (modules)place location (modules)
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LWA ActivitiesLWA Activities

•• Activities that may be authorized Activities that may be authorized 
under an LWA [50.10(d)(1)]:under an LWA [50.10(d)(1)]:

Driving of pilesDriving of piles

Subsurface preparationSubsurface preparation

Placement of backfill, concrete, or Placement of backfill, concrete, or 
permanent retaining wallspermanent retaining walls

Installation of foundationInstallation of foundation
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