
 
 
 

September 12, 2008 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:      Charles E. Ader, Director 
        Division of Safety Systems and Risk Assessment  

     Office of New Reactors 
 
FROM:        Donald A. Dube, Senior Technical Advisor /RA/ 
        Division of Safety Systems and Risk Assessment 
        Office of New Reactors 
 
SUBJECT:       PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARY REGARDING THE ELECTRIC                                 

POWER RESEARCH INSTITUTE PROGRAM ON RISK-INFORMED 
INSERVICE INSPECTION OF PIPING FOR NEW REACTOR 
DESIGNS HELD ON SEPTEMBER 4, 2008 

 
On September 4, 2008, a public meeting was held at the Two White Flint North Building, Room 
8A1, to discuss selected issues regarding the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) research 
project on risk-informed inservice inspection (ISI) of piping for new reactor designs.  The agenda 
is provided as Enclosure 1, and a list of attendees is provided as Enclosure 2.  EPRI hand-outs 
are provided in Enclosures 3 and 4.   
 
The meeting was the first in what is expected to be a series of discussions between the industry 
and the staff regarding technical and regulatory issues that may need to be addressed to extend 
the generally accepted methodology of risk-informed ISI to new reactor designs.  As discussed 
during the meeting, risk-informed ISI has been extensively applied to the current generation of 
operating nuclear power plants.  The EPRI program would take advantage of the lessons 
learned from existing plants, as well as the standardized nature of new reactor designs.  The 
overall methodology that EPRI foresees closely resembles the process used for operating 
plants.  However, some information such as isometric piping diagrams and weld locations would 
not be available at the design and combined license application (COLA) phases.  Similarly, the 
issue of probabilistic risk assessment technical adequacy for risk-informed ISI needs to be 
ascertained.  Finally, implementation issues were discussed such as the most appropriate 
regulatory process to use (e.g., ASME Code Section XI relief request, 50.59, or alternative 
approach per 50.55a). 
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No conclusions were reached by the staff during the meeting.  Some issues need to be 
addressed by industry, such as the use of new materials for which there is little reactor 
operating experience.  Additionally, timing of the request to implement risk-informed ISI would 
be important.  While there are no impediments to the research effort to move forward, the staff 
suggested that the best timing for a formal request for approval of a risk-informed ISI application 
at a new nuclear power plant would be after the issuance of the COLA.  This is consistent with 
the industry’s assessment. 
 
No firm schedule for future meetings was discussed.   
 

   
Enclosures: 
As stated 
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