
 
September 12, 2008 

 
 

MEMORANDUM TO:   Sandra Wastler, Chief 
Materials, Waste, and International Security Branch 
Division of Security Policy,  
Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response 

 
FROM:    Philip Brochman, Sr. Program Manager /RA/ 

Materials, Waste, and International Security Branch 
Division of Security Policy, 
Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response 
 

SUBJECT:   MEETING SUMMARY OF A PUBLIC MEETING WITH  
THE NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE ON A PROPOSED 
GENERIC COMMUNICATION ON FORTHCOMING FEDERAL 
FIREARMS BACKGROUND CHECKS 
 
 

On September 3, 2008, the Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response (NSIR), Division 
of Security Policy staff held a public meeting with the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) and various 
power reactor licensees.  The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff discussed a 
proposed Nuclear Regulatory Commission NRC generic communication — Regulatory Issue 
Summary (RIS) 2008-10, Supplement 1, “Notice Regarding Forthcoming Federal Background 
Checks.”  One member of the public and no members of the press participated in this public 
meeting.  The NSIR staff discussed the background, objectives, and key messages for the draft 
supplemental RIS.  NEI and industry supported the RIS’s objective of providing clarifying 
information on the forthcoming firearms background checks (under section 161A of the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954, as amended) to support effective advance planning by licensees, certificate 
holders, and their security personnel. 
 
The licensees and NEI asked several questions regarding the difference between the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation’s Voluntary Appeal File process and the proposed regulations being 
considered by the NRC and associated implementation timing issues.  NRC staff responded to 
questions and described potential security personnel that would be affected under the NRC’s 
current regulatory concept.  NRC staff also discussed the current status of the revised proposed 
rule, the associated guidance documents, and a potential pilot project on the related weapons 
safety assessment guidance document. 
 
The meeting notice and draft RIS-2008-10, Supplement 1, may be found in the NRC’s 
Agencywide Documents Access and Management System, Package No.  ML082200007. 
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