
From: Janine Katanic 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2008 4:34 PM 
To: 'James Miller'; Clint Lingren 
Cc: Art Howell; Jack Whitten; Anthony Gaines 
Subject: NRC review of SABIA free release data response 
 
Mr. Miller, 
 
Thank you for your response.  I have reviewed the Philotechnics response and summarize it as 
follows: (1) the efficiencies of the hand-held instruments were corrected, (2) a more 
conservative background correction was applied to several free release packages as 
appropriate, and (3) approximately 80 items were identified for additional surveys which will be 
performed in a low background area.  This is approach is acceptable.   
 
Please let me know: (1) who will be performing the surveys? (2) when will the surveys be 
performed? (3) when can we expect to receive a final report regarding the surveys?  Obviously 
we are hoping that this will be completed in the near term. 
 
In the meanwhile, you are requested to: (1) refrain from moving the identified items around your 
facility, (2) refrain from removing the identified items from your facility, and (3) refrain from using 
or otherwise handling the identified items without appropriate precautions.  Until the items are 
re-surveyed and appropriately released, it would be prudent to avoid any actions that could 
potentially result in radiological contamination of personnel, or the spread of radiological 
contamination within your facility or to off-site locations. 
 
Regards, 
Janine 
 
Janine F. Katanic, PhD 
Health Physicist 
US NRC Region IV 
office 817-860-8151 
fax 817-860-8188 
Janine.Katanic@nrc.gov 
 

From: James Miller [mailto:Jmiller@sabiainc.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, September 09, 2008 10:54 AM 
To: Janine Katanic; Clint Lingren 
Cc: Art Howell; Jack Whitten; Anthony Gaines 
Subject: RE: SABIA free release data response - request for addl time 
 
Dear Dr. Katanic, 
 
Please forgive the delay.  I received the response from Philotechnics late Friday evening.  I have 
been reviewing the responses, but I have not yet completed a review of all attachments. 
 
I have included the response from Philotechnics. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
James F. Miller 
R.S.O. 
SABIA, Inc. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
From: "Robert Trimble" <rstrimble@philotechnics.com> 
To: "'James Miller'" <Jmiller@sabiainc.com> 
Cc: "'Matt D. Norton'" <MDNorton@philotechnics.com>, 
        "'Tim J. Pratt'" <TJPratt@philotechnics.com>, 
         "'Glenn R. Marshall'" <GRMarshall@philotechnics.com>, 
        "'Jon T. Dillon'" <JTDillon@philotechnics.com> 
Subject: NRC Response 
Date: Fri, 5 Sep 2008 17:15:09 -0700 
Organization: Philotechnics 
 
Jim, 
  
Here is our response to Dr. Katanic’s question regarding the free release of materials and equipment at Sabia.  
Attached is the response, updated free release survey packages and our protocol for releasing material for 
unrestricted use. 
  
Please call or e-mail me if you have any comments or questions. 
  
Thank you, 
Bob Trimble 
  
Robert Trimble 
Sr. Health Physicist 
Philotechnics, Ltd. 
(619) 497-2682 (phone) 
(619) 497-2666 (fax) 
(858) 583-0713 (cell) 
rstrimble@philotechnics.com 
 

At 08:08 AM 9/9/2008, Janine Katanic wrote: 

Mr. Miller:  
  
Can you let me know the status of your response to NRC regarding the free release surveys?  Per 
our last email (see below), you were given an extension of time to respond to NRC with a due 
date of September 5, 2008.  When can we anticipate receiving your response? 
  
Thanks 
Janine 
  
Janine F. Katanic, PhD 
Health Physicist 
US NRC Region IV 
office 817-860-8151 
fax 817-860-8188 
note new email:  Janine.Katanic@nrc.gov 



  
From: Janine Katanic  
Sent: Friday, August 29, 2008 12:04 PM 
To: 'James Miller'; Clint Lingren 
Cc: Art Howell; Jack Whitten 
Subject: SABIA free release data response - request for addl time 
  
Mr. Miller:  
  
I have spoken with my management and we can provide an additional week of time to respond to 
our inquiry regarding the free release surveys performed by Philotechnics.  Accordingly, please 
provide your response no later than COB September 5, 2008. 
  
Your email is rather brief in its description of the methods that Philotechnics will be using to 
statistically analyze the free release data.  As a result, I am curious regarding the response 
because I am uncertain how Chauvenet's criteria can be applied to this free release data and 
whether this is an appropriate statistical test for the free release data.  Therefore, in your 
response, adequate justification should be provided as to why it is believed to be appropriate to 
apply Chauvenet's criteria to this data.   
  
Although you have been granted an extension of time to respond, you should try to incur as little 
delay as possible in providing your response, as we are now on the fourth round of questions and 
answers related to the free release surveys.  If based on your response, we conclude that items 
have been inappropriately free released or that the free release surveys were inadequate, we need 
to address that as expeditiously as possible. 
  
Janine 
  
Janine F. Katanic, PhD 
Health Physicist 
US NRC Region IV 
office 817-860-8151 
fax 817-860-8188 
Janine.Katanic@nrc.gov 
  
From: James Miller [ mailto:Jmiller@sabiainc.com]  
Sent: Thursday, August 28, 2008 9:50 AM 
To: Janine Katanic 
Subject: re: 08/06/2008 answers from Philotechnics 
  
Dear Dr. Katanic, 
 
I have been in contact with the experts at Philotechnics.  They would like to request one 
additional week in order to properly respond to this question.  They would like the time to 
perform a statistical analysis on the free-release data and determine precisely how many data 
points fall outside of a 2-sigma boundary, using Chauvenet's criteria.  The data analysis and 



subsequent review by their health physicist should be completed by August 5, 2008. 
 
Please let me know if this is acceptable. 
 
James F. Miller 
Radiation Safety Officer 
SABIA, Inc. 
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