September 11, 2008

MEMORANDUM TO: Stewart Bailey, Deputy Director
Division of Engineering
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM: Jessie Quichocho, Technical Assistant /RA/
Division of Policy and Rulemaking
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF AUGUST 28, 2008, CATEGORY 2 PUBLIC MEETING
OF THE DIGITAL INSTRUMENTATION AND CONTROL (I&C)
STEERING COMMITTEE WITH THE NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE
(NEI) TO ADDRESS DIGITAL 1&C ISSUES

On August 28, 2008, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff conducted a Category 2
public meeting of the Digital Instrumentation and Controls (DI&C) Steering Committee at the
Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) offices in Washington, DC. This meeting was originally located in
the NRC’s Executive Boulevard Building in Rockville, MD; however, the meeting was moved in
order to allow participation by key members of NEI. The NRC staff experienced difficulties in
updating the web site to consistently reflect the revised location. The NRC staff also
experienced delays setting up the conference bridge for the meeting. No members of the public
were in attendance. No public meeting feedback forms were received.

The meeting handouts can be found in ADAMS under accession number ML082550063.
Details of the DI&C Steering Committee, the scope of the Task Working Groups (TWGs) and
the problem statements the TWGs are addressing, and the schedule for deliverables can be
found in the DI&C Project Plan (ML080110448).

NEI expressed its concerns with (1) some of the NRC staff’s technical positions, (2) the
progress of some TWGs, (3) a lack of regulatory certainty, and (4) the Industry’s technical
positions not being factored in to the NRC staff’s policy. In particular, NEI expressed concern
with the Interim Staff Guidance (ISG) regarding Diversity and Defense in Depth (D3), and the
staff’s lack of response to NEI's white papers on the subject. The staff stated that it had
reviewed the white papers and was in the process of responding to them. The white papers had
not justified a change in NRC policy, and a formal response is scheduled for September, 2008.
NEI also expressed concern that ISG on the licensing process had not made progress.
However, the staff and Industry had agreed to suspend work on the licensing ISG until lessons
were learned during the review of the Oconee digital upgrade. The staff also stated that the
existing policy and ISG developed by the TWGs provide a stable and predictable licensing
process. The staff stated that it would consider changes to policy when new information is
available.
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The meeting also focused on the status of the TWGs. With regard to TWG 2, there was a
discussion of how to move forward strategically through research or other means. There was
agreement for a separate meeting between TWG 2 and TWG 3 on how to proceed. With regard
to TWG 3, there was agreement that Problem Statement #2 would be dispositioned at the
TWG 2/TWG 3 meeting. For TWG 4, there was agreement to conduce a conference call,
followed by a meeting if needed, to clarify what Industry considers to be inconsistent guidance
ISG 4. When discussing TWG 5, there was agreement to add a problem statement (to TWG 2)
regarding which realistic assumptions can be made in the analyses described in ISG 2 and

ISG 5. With regard to TWG 6, the NRC staff had intended to generate a new draft of the ISG
and follow up with a public meeting. NEI requested an earlier meeting to see what information
they could provide to support the staff’s efforts. For TWG 7, there was general appreciation of
the efforts by the Industry and NRC staff in promptly moving the various ISG forward.

The NRC staff and NEI agreed that a “living” DI&C project plan, or at least a frequently-updated
schedule of deliverables, would aid in managing the remaining work. The NRC staff will review
options to facilitate this.

In closing, NEI and NRC staff concluded continued communication and focus on a path to

success is needed, and that the meeting was successful.
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Public meeting with the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI)
Digital Instrumentation and Control Steering Committee

August 28, 2008
Meeting Attendees

Name Organization
Michael Junge NRC
Stuart Richards NRC
Jennifer Uhle NRC
Mark Cunningham NRC
Bill Kemper NRC
Stewart Bailey NRC
Jessie Quichocho NRC
Pat hiland NRC
Steven Arndt NRC
Scott Morris NRC
Jack Grobe NRC
Kevin Coyne NRC
David Desaulniers NRC
Paul Rebstock NRC
David Rahn NRC
lan Jung NRC
Joe Williams NRC
Cliff Doutt NRC
Daniel Santos NRC
Alex Marion NEI
Amir Shahkarami NEI
Jim Riley NEI
Victoria Anderson NEI
Janet Schiuter NEI
Mike Schoppman NEI
Russell Smith NEI
Gordon Clefton NEI
Kimberly Keithline NEI
Mike Melton NEI
Chuck Welty EPRI
Chris Kerr Exelon
Robert Schrauder Toshiba America Nuclear Energy (TANE)
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