
September 5, 2008 
 
 
 
 
Miles Greiner, Ph.D. 
Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
Mail Stop 312 
University of Nevada 
Reno, Nevada 89557 
 
 
SUBJECT: Sabbatical Research: Peer Review of Analyses Completed by U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission on Affects of Severe Transportation Fires on Spent Fuel Transportation 
Packages 
 
Professor Greiner, 
 
I am very pleased to invite you to work with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation during your proposed sabbatical leave for the 
2009-2010 academic year.   
 
The NRC has completed a large body of work in the area of the performance of spent nuclear 
fuel transportation packages in response to severe accidents involving long duration fires.  The 
NRC is currently evaluating the potential effects of two recent severe accidents that occurred in 
2007 in California on spent nuclear fuel transportation packages.  As part of the NRC’s mission 
of openness, an independent peer review of all the publically available work that has been 
completed to date, and the work anticipated to be completed by the end of this calendar year, 
will be of great benefit to the agency and serve to increase public confidence in our findings 
regarding the safe transportation of spent nuclear fuel. 
 
Our fiscal year 2009-2010 budget has not been finalized.  As a result we cannot guarantee 
funding at this time.  Regardless of whether we are able to fund this project, we plan to support 
your efforts in this area by providing the results of our publically available studies and any 
related data. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 

 
/RA/ 

 
 

Kimberly Gruss, Acting 
Deputy Director for Technical Review 
Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety  
  and Safeguards 
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