September 8, 2008
APPLICANT: GE HITACHI NUCLEAR ENERGY

SUBJECT: MEETING BETWEEN NUCLEAR REGULATORY STAFF AND
GENERAL ELECTRIC HITACHI NUCLEAR ENERGY REGARDING THE
ECONOMIC SIMPLIFIED BOILING WATER REACTOR (ESBWR)
DESIGN CERTIFICATION REVIEW

On August 27, 2008, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff met with GE
Hitachi Nuclear Energy and other stakeholders at NRC Headquarters to discuss staff
requests for addition information (RAIs) for Revision 5 of the ESBWR design control
document (DCD), Tier 1. A public meeting notice was issued on August 5, 2008, and
was posted on the NRC’s external (public) web page. The meeting notice included an
agenda, which was available as a meeting handout. These documents may be
accessed through the NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access and Management System
(ADAMS) as Adams Accession No. ML082180067. Enclosure 1 provides a list of the
meeting attendees.

Tier 1 of the ESBWR DCD includes design descriptions and inspections, tests, analyses
and acceptance criteria (ITAAC) that must be performed by a combined license (COL)
holder to confirm that the as-built plant complies with the licensed design. GEH and the
NRC staff discussed issues concerning the staff’'s RAls that were generated during the
review of Tier 1, Revision 5 of the DCD. Several RAls were identified to be discussed
during meeting. GEH discussed their proposed responses to the RAls and the staff
provided clarification of RAls when necessary. The staff and GEH identified RAIs that
were going to require follow up discussion. During the meeting issues regarding digital
instrumentation and controls (1&C) were also discussed. The staff and GEH agreed to
have follow up discussions to resolve the issues related to digital 1&C.

GEH and the NRC staff also discussed Tier 1 issues that were not related to specific
RAIls. The NRC staff provided comments regarding format and inconsistency issues that
were indentified during the review of Revision 5 of the DCD, Tier 1. The staff expressed
concerns that these issues could pose a problem for the NRC to inspect the ITAAC and
for COL holders to implement the ITAAC. GEH acknowledged staff concerns and
agreed that inconsistencies exist in Tier 1. GEH stated that they will perform a
consistency review to identify and correct format and inconsistency issues. GEH will
revise Tier 1 as result of RAls and staff comments that were provided during the
meeting. GEH will submit a draft of Tier 1 for the staff to review prior to submitting
Revision 6 of the DCD. Enclosure 2 provides a copy of the presentation provided by
GEH (ML082410433).
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The NRC staff and GEH will continue to discuss RAI resolutions that will be incorporated
in future revision(s) to the ESBWR DCD.

Leslie Perkins  /RA/
ESBWR/ABWR Projects Branch
Division of New Reactor Licensing
Office of New Reactors

Docket No. 52-010

Enclosures:
1. Meeting Attendees
2. GEH Slide Presentation, “ESBWR, DCD Tier 1 Meeting”
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Gina Borsh Dominion
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Rick Kingston GE Hitachi
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James Gilmer NRC/NRO/DSRA
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CC:

Ms. Michele Boyd

Legislative Director

Energy Program

Public Citizens Critical Mass Energy
and Environmental Program

215 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20003
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