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Hello,

Please find attached to this email a letter from thirteen groups requesting an extension of the public comments deadline
forthe Nuclear Regulatory Commission's Draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement for In-Situ Leach Uranium Milling
Facilities.. )

This letter has also been sent via First Class Mail.

Please let me know if you have any problems with the file.
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Many thanks,

Alyssa Go
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73r/C 'sa 7~SAlyssa Go
Nuclear and International Programs
Natural Resources Defense Council
1200 New York Ave, Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20005
Tel- (202) 289-6868
Fax- (202) 289-1060
Direct- (202) 289-2379
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PRIVILEGE AND CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message is intended only for the addressee and may contain
information privileged confidential, and exempt from disclosure under law. If you are not the intended recipient, please
notify me immediately by email and delete the original message.
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Natural Resources Defense Council * Southwest Research and Information Center
New Mexico Environmental Law Center * Powder River Basin Resource Council

Uranium Watch * Ranchers & Neighbors Protecting Our Water
Aligning for Responsible Mining * Western Nebraska Resources Council

EARTHWORKS * Defenders of the Black Hills * Sierra Club
Center for Biological Diversity * Physicians for Social Responsibility

August 25, 2008

Via Electronic and First Class Mail

Chief, Rulemaking, Directives and Editing Branch
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop T6-D59
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001
Electronic Mail: NRCREP.Resource@nrc.gov

RE: Extension of time for public comment on Draft GEIS for In-Situ Leach

Uranium Milling Facilities

Dear Sir/Madam:

Representing the combined membership of millions of concerned citizens across the
United States, the Natural Resources Defense Council, Southwest Research and
Information Center, New Mexico Environmental Law Center, Powder River Basin
Resource Council, Uranium Watch, Ranchers & Neighbors Protecting Our Water,
Aligning for Responsible Mining, Western Nebraska Resources Council,
EARTHIWORKS, Center for Biological Diversity, Physicians for Social Responsibility,
Sierra Club, and Defenders of the Black Hills write today to respectfully request that the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) significantly extend the deadline for public
comment on the Draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement for In-Situ Leach
Uranium Milling Facilities (hereinafter "Draft GEIS") 73 Fed. Reg. 43795 (July 28,
2008).

A lengthy extension of time is necessary for the following reasons. First, the Draft GEIS
is a document that could have a significant impact on the environment and a large
number of communities in the areas it purports to study in some detail. Unfortunately, it
is apparent from our first reading of the document that the Draft GEIS is flawed and, as
required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. § 4321 et seq.,
fails to take a "hard look" at the environmental impacts on the Western United States.

Adequately responding in a constructive and meaningful fashion'to what we have deemed
an inadequate document will require a significant investment of time and energy. To
address just the basic impacts to groundwater, surface waters, soils, and the local
communities, the public and above-noted groups will need to collect a huge number of



Request for Extension of Comment Period
August 25, 2008
Page 2

documents and information. This work, and an associated extension of time to prepare a
constructive response, is necessary as the NRC failed to (1) collect and present in the
Draft GEIS the relevant documents and information necessary to properly evaluate the
environmental impacts of uranium ISL mining in the four regions the agency has
analyzed; and (2) even if potentially useful documents and related information are cited,
the agency failed to analyze or present this material in a meaningful fashion that meets
the requirements of NEPA. A thorough response cannot be accomplished by early
October 2008 and the undersigned suggest at least a 180-day extension of time from the
current deadline.

Second, and equally important, we request an extension of time so that the public may
have an opportunity to understand the NRC's precise intentions regarding a proposed
rulemaking on groundwater protection at uranium ISL facilities. As we understand from
internal NRC correspondence, the NRC Staff has slated October 31, 2008 as the time it
will submit such a proposed rule to the Commission (and presumably the public soon
thereafter). We fully expect that any such proposed rulemaking will require independent
and searching NEPA analysis. We also fully expect that any such proposed rule would
necessarily have broad, nationwide impact and would entail significant involvement,
collaboration, and comment from a number of participating federal, state, and tribal
entities. It is not clear to us how, or why, these two related efforts are proceeding
separately from one another unless it was done purely for the timing and convenience
needs of an industry that wishes to proceed with materials licensing under a less than
protective regulatory framework. Until we have a sense of the timing, scope, and
coverage of the proposed rule and any associated NEPA process, the current early
October date for final comments on the Draft GEIS is a tremendous burden on the public
and the undersigned. Again, we strongly urge a 180-day extension of the comment period
from the current deadline.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions or concerns. Thank you for your
attention and consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

/s/ /s/

Geoffrey H. Fettus* Paul Robinson*
Senior Project Attorney Southwest Research and Information
Natural Resources Defense Council Center
1200 New York Avenue, NW, #400 105 Stanford SE
Washington, D.C. 20005 P.O. Box 4524
(202) 289-6868 Albuquerque, NM 87196
gfettus@nrdc.org (505) 262-1862
(signatures verified upon request)* sricpaul@earthlink.net
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/s/

Eric Jantz*
Attorney
New Mexico Environmental Law Center
1405 Luisa Street, Suite 5
Santa Fe, NM 87505
(505) 989-9022
ejantz@nmelc.org

/s/
Shannon Anderson*
Powder River Basin Resource Council
934 North Main Street
Sheridan WY 82801
(307) 672-5809
sanders6n@powderriverbasin.org

/s/
Sarah Fields*
Uranium Watch
P.O. Box 344
Moab, Utah 84532
(435) 259-4734
sarahmfields@earthlink.net

/s/
Pam Viviano*
Ranchers & Neighbors Protecting Our
Water
735 New Haven Road
Hulett, WY 82720
(307) 467-9291
pamelav@vcn.com

/s/

/s/
Debbie Sease*
National Campaigns Director
Sierra Club
408 C St NE
Washington, DC 20002
(202),547-1141
debbie. sease@sierraclub.org

/s/
Buffalo Bruce*
Vice Chair
Western Nebraska Resources Council
P.O. Box 612
Chadron, NE 69337
buffalobruce@panhandle.net

/s/
Jennifer Goldman*
Public Health & Toxics Campaign
Director
EARTHWORKS
P.O. Box 7193
Bozeman, MT 59771
(406) 587-4473
jennifergoldman@ogap.org

/s/
Michele Boyd*
Director, Safe Energy Program
Physicians for Social Responsibility
1875 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 1012
Washington, DC 20009
(202) 587-5242
mboyd@psr.org

/s/
Charmaine White Face*
Coordinator
Defenders of the Black Hills
P.O. Box 2003
Rapid City, SD 57709
(605) 399-1868
bhdefenders@msn.com

David Frankel*
Aligning for Responsible Mining
1705 S. Maple Street
Chadron, NE 69337
(308) 432-3409
davidcoryfrankel@gmail.com
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/s/

Taylor McKinnon*
Public Lands Program Director
Center for Biological Diversity
P.O. Box 1178
Flagstaff, AZ 86002-1178
(928) 310-6713
tmckinnongbiologicaldiversity.org


