
 

 

September 25, 2008 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:    Patti Silva, Chief  

Technical Support Branch  
  Division of Fuel Cycle Safety  
    and Safeguards 
  Office of Nuclear Material Safety  
    and Safeguards 
 
FROM:    Bret Leslie, Senior Project Manager /RA/  

 Performance Assessment Branch 
 Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety 
 Office of Nuclear Material Safety  

  and Safeguards 
 

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF AUGUST 28, 2008, PUBLIC MEETING 
REGARDING A REVIEW OF U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY  

 REGULATORY PROCESSES FOR THE WASTE TREATMENT 
PLANT 

 
 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff held a Category 3 public meeting on  
August 28, 2008, to discuss a Congressionally-mandated NRC review of the U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) regulatory processes for the Hanford Waste Treatment Plant (WTP).  The 
meeting was attended by members of the NRC staff, DOE, Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety 
Board (DNFSB), State of Washington Departments of Health and Ecology, Hanford Advisory 
Board, media, and the general public (see Enclosure 1). 
 
The NRC staff opened the meeting by presenting an overview of the meeting objectives and 
discussing the agenda.  The speaker ensured that attendees had copies of the printed materials 
supporting the meeting.  The two presentations focused on NRC’s review process (Enclosure 2) 
and the report documenting NRC’s review (Enclosure 3). 
 
The NRC speaker described NRC’s review process in the first presentation.  NRC staff began 
by describing NRC’s regulatory responsibilities and identifying NRC’s independence from DOE.  
Next the speaker described the Congressional mandate to conduct the review.  The presenter 
then discussed details of how NRC conducted its review.  The presentation identified the areas 
addressed in the review.  The NRC staff reviewed the timing of activities during the review, 
including NRC site visits and public meetings.  The speaker identified NRC’s interactions with 
other organizations and described the scope and purpose of the interactions.   
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In the second presentation the NRC staff described the report documenting NRC’s review.  The 
NRC speaker described the organization of the report, and then described the content of each 
chapter and appendix to the report.  The speaker outlined the contents of the first chapter of the 
report which addressed the Congressional request, scope of NRC’s review, interactions, and 
background on Hanford tank waste and the Waste Treatment Plant.  Next, the NRC staff 
outlined the second chapter that described the NRC regulatory framework and compared it to 
DOE’s regulatory framework.  The NRC staff then described the topical areas where NRC 
reviewed DOE’s programs and practices.  The speaker presented the results of the twelve 
topical reviews documented in chapter three of the report.  Next the speaker addressed the 
status of significant NRC issues identified in NRC’s 2001 closeout report, Appendix A of the 
report.  The NRC staff briefly described Appendix B of the report.  That appendix presented 
specific safety and regulatory issues that were determined to be outside the scope of NRC’s 
review.  Finally the NRC staff described the reports’ conclusions and recommendations.  As part 
of the description of the recommendations, the speaker described significant issues for DOE’s 
further consideration.    
 
After the second presentation the staff answered questions for the remainder of the meeting.  
Meeting attendees wanted to know whether there had been any Congressional feedback.  In 
discussing the role of external oversight, an attendee wanted to know why the NRC had not 
addressed the role of the NRC’s Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS) as an 
analogue to DOE’s oversight by the DNFSB.  Attendees also requested that NRC further 
explain the co-located worker issue described in the report.  Meeting attendees asked several 
question on Appendix B, including, why, if the issues were outside the charter of the review, 
were the issues included in the report.  A couple of attendees indicated that they did not feel 
that the report accurately captured the importance of the Hanford Advisory Board in influencing 
DOE’s decisions and ensuring that DOE’s actions are transparent.  In closing the question and 
answer session, the NRC reminded attendees that the entire report was publicly available via 
the NRC website.   
 
 
Enclosures:  
1.  Attendees List 
2.  NRC’s Review Process 
3.  NRC’s Report
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Enclosure 1 

 
Meeting Attendees at Public Meeting on A Review of U.S. Department of Energy 

Regulatory Processes for the  Hanford Waste Treatment Plant 
August 28, 2008 

Location:  Hanford House Red Lion, Richland, WA 

Name  Organization 

Erik T. Olds U.S. Department of Energy, Office of River Protection 

Bill Linzau Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board 

Carrie Meyer U.S. Department of Energy, Office of River Protection 

Steve Unwin Pacific Northwest National Laboratory 

Earl Fordham State of Washington, Department of Health, Radiation Protection 

George Clare URS-WD 

Bob Quirk Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board 

Harold Heacock Hanford Advisory Board 

Rob Davis Hanford Advisory Board 

Debra Sparkman U.S. Department of Energy 

Bob Griffith U.S. Department of Energy 

Gregory L. Jones U.S. Department of Energy 

Larry Berg U.S. Department of Energy 

Jane Hedges State of Washington, Department of Ecology 

Chip Lagdon U.S. Department of Energy 

Darcy Richardson  Public 

Wade Richardson Public 

Jim Wicks U.S. Department of Energy, Office of River Protection 

Diane Wicks Public 

Pat Carrier U.S. Department of Energy, Office of River Protection 

Steve Vail BNI 

Annette Cary Tri-City Herald 

Bret Leslie U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, NMSS 

Patti Silva U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, NMSS 

Phyllis Jenifer U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, NMSS 
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