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ECongress of the Wnited Siates
HWashington, BC 20515

September 4. 2008

The Honorable Dale E. Klein, Chairman .
. U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Dear Chairman Klein,

The State of Wyoming is the largest net producer of energy fuel in the United States mcludmg '
oil, gas, coal, coalbed methanc and uranium. More directly, Wyoming is the number one ’
producer of uranium in the United States.- Over 200 million pounds of uranium have been
extracted from Wyoming, and Wyoming has uranium reserves excecdmg 360 million. pounds.

With today's focus on clean energy and energy self-sufficiency, it is important 1o ensure that

safe, environmentally sensitive uranium extraction continues. = In situ recovery (ISR) uranium
mining is critical to meet this goal. :

We understand that in October 2007, the Nuclear Regulalory‘ Commission (NRC) reccived the
first new ISR license application in almost 20 years from a company wishing to conduct uranium
mining in Wyoming. NRC now has 4 ncw ISR applications under review for Wyoming projects.

We have further been informeéd that the NRC and the State of Wyoming expect to rcceive up to
20 ISR uranium license apphcatlons for projects in Wyoming within the next five to ten years.
This includes the four submitted since last October. To streamline the processing of these new
. uranium_projects, the NRC pursued a Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) to
address programmatic issues with ISR uranium mines. In June 2007, we understand that the
NRC- suggested that the GEIS would be issued in January 2009 and would apply to. new

applications. As. you know NRC recently announced that the GEIS will not be final until Junc
2009. :

Hoping to avoid delays, the three’ compames who submitted applications for projects in
Wyoming expressed concern about being tied to the GE1S. Some of these companies structured
their business plans and financial commitments based on the January 2009 issuance date.

These mining companies are publicly traded. Funding is derived from investors who base their
“investments on commitments by the company and statements made by the regulatory agencies. -
Each month of delay by the NRC erodes the funds allocated for the construction of the Wyoming -

projects. Furthermore, delays could seriously. jeopardize further support from the investment
commumty

‘The difficulty posed by the June 2009 GEIS issuance is further compounded because it could -
further delay the start of construction for these projects. Assuming that it will take up 1o six
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‘months after the GEIS is issued for individual project approval to occur, winter will have arrived
in Wyoming. Winter construction in Wyoming is extremely difficult, if not impossible. Thus.
six months becomes a substantially longer delay.

Aside from the detrimental impacts of weakened investor confidence, delay of the GEIS and
subsequent license approval could also jeopardize the economic contribution from the uranium
industry to the citizens of Wyoming in terms of jobs, livelihoods, and tax base. Importantly, it
also denies this nation an increased, secure source of domestic uranium.

We encourage the NRC to reconsider the schedule for the GEIS and to work with the companies -
who have applications pending to be certain that their projects can move forward in an

expeditious manner. Given that time is of the essence, we will appreualc receiving your
rcsponsc as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
é;,( W Brssr hlhun b
chhael B. Enzi ohn Barrasso Barbara Cubin -
United States Senator Umted States Senator Member of Congress
ce: Commissioner Gregory B. Jaczko

Commissioncr Peter B. Lyons
Commissioner Kristine 1., Svinicki



