UNI TED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COWM SSI ON
OFFI CE OF NUCLEAR MATERI AL SAFETY AND SAFEGUARDS
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August 12, 1992

NRC | NFORMATI ON NOTI CE 92-58:  URANI UM HEXAFLUORI DE CYLI NDERS - DEVI ATI ONS
N COUPLI NG VELDS

Addr essees
A Fuel Cycle Licensees
Purpose

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commision is issuing this !nforma:ion notice to
alert addressees to a potential defect inthe fabrication of uranium

hexaf | uori de cylinders manufactured by Trinity Industries, Inc. It is
expected that recipients will review the information for applicability to
their facilities and consider actions, as appropriate, to address simlar
probl ens. However, suggestions contained in -is information notice are not
NRC requirements: therefore, no sperific action or witten response is
required.

Description of GCircunstances

An NC licensee recently discovered that the valve and plug couplings of nodel
48Y urani um hexafl uoride cylinders manufactured by Trinity Industries, Inc..
are attached by welds that are not full penetration welds, as called for in
the purchase crier specification. Due to thread damage. the licensee was
replacing a coupling, and while cutting through the existing weld, noted the
lack of full penetration. The licensee had expected a full penetration weld
as 'hown in Anerican National Standard. Packaging of Uranium Hexafluoride for
Transport (ANSI Ni4.i - 1971. figure 9.) After infornming the NRC regional
office, the licensee cut the valve and plug coupline welds from three other
48Y cylinders manufacturer by Trinity. All six welds were foiunl to bp ‘es.
than full penetration.
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This information notic.e requires no specific action or witten response. | f
you have any questions about the information in this notice, please contact
the technical contact listed below or the appropriate regional office.

Ri chard F. Cunni ngham Director
Division of Industrial and
Medi cal Nucl ear Safety
Ofice of Nuclear Material Safety
and Saf eguards

Technical contact: Thomas Wénck, NVSS
(301) 504-2404

Attachnents:
1. List of Recently Issied NMAB Informntion Notic',
2. List of Recently issued NRC Infor4tlion NoticeF
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