September, 15 2008

Mr. Charles Perkins, Site Manager
AREVA NP, Inc.

2101 Horn Rapids Road

Richland, WA 99352-5102

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF VIOLATION 70-1257/2008-202-01
Dear Mr. Perkins:

We have reviewed your Reply to the Notice of Violation 2008-202-01 dated August 11, 2008,
and determined that you have adequately identified both the root cause of the violation and the
corrective action to prevent recurrence. The violation remains open until we have verified
implementation of your corrective action during a future inspection.

During an August 18, 2008, teleconference we discussed the violation with Mr. Cal Manning and
Mr. Bob Link of your staff. Mr. Link and Mr. Manning acknowledged during the teleconference
that the Notice of Violation in Inspection Report 2008-202 accurately characterized the violation
in the “contrary to” statement. In your reply you stated your concern that the reference to
Section 7.4.1.7 in operating procedure 1723-01 does not apply to annual refresher training and
sections of the operating procedure that do apply to annual refresher training do not have
requirements to deny access when refresher exams are failed.

The inspectors had determined that the cited procedure step was a general requirement that
applied to other sections of the procedure in the absence of other instructions. During the
teleconference, my staff acknowledged your position that the cited procedure step was intended
to apply only to initial qualification. The inspectors original concern was the adequacy of the
operating procedure. The inspectors determined that the brief discussion in the inspection
report on the lack of procedural direction for personnel who repeatedly fail qualification exams
accurately conveyed the Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) concern.
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In accordance with 10 CFR 76.70 of NRC’s “Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter will be made
publicly available in the public electronic reading room of the NRC’s Agency-Wide Document
Access and Management System (ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/ADAMS.html.

If you have any questions, please contact Dennis Morey, of my staff, at (301) 492-3112.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Patricia A. Silva, Chief

Technical Support Branch

Division of Fuel Cycle Safety
and Safeguards, NMSS

Docket No.: 70-1257
License No.: SNM-1227

cc:
L. J. Maas, AREVA NP

C. D. Manning, AREVA NP

R. E. Link, AREVA NP

Mr. Gary Robertson

Washington Department of Health
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