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UNITED STATES
MUCLEM EGULATORY CWISSION
OFFICE OF INSPECTION MN  MORCMENT
ASHINGTOMN, D.C. 20555

February 24. 1963

IE IWOEMTIO NWTICE NO. 83-OS: OBTAINING APPOVAL FOR DISPOSING OF VERY
LOW-LEVEL L4010ACTIVE WSIE - 10 CRR

SECTION 20.302

Adressees:

All production and utilization facilities, Including nuclear power reactors and
research and test reactors, holding an operating license.

Purpose:

Nodern radiation-detection equipment makes possible the detection of very low
concentrations of radionuclides In materials, Including very low levels of
radioactive contmination in materials such as soils. A nuMber of licensees
have expressed concern over the perceived need to package and ship large
quantities of such materials to lowr-level waste burial sites. Such shipments
are expensive and use the limited space available in burial sites.

The purpose of this information notice is to call attention to a little-used
section of NRC reulations (10 C*R $20.302(a)] that provides a method for
obtaining approval of proposed procedures for disposing of licensed material
and any other radioactive material involved, in a manner not otherwise authori
zed in the regulations. This section of the regulations may be used to obtain
approval of proposed procedures for disposal of, among other things, large

vol umes of material contaminated at very low levels, such as contaminated soil,
oil, or tools and equipment. It is expected that recipients will review this
inforntion notice for applicability to their facilities. No specific action
or response is reyeired.

Description of Circumstances:

In its Policy Statement on Low-Level Waste Volume Reduction (46FR 5MOQO,
October 16, 1981) the NRC recognized the need to nini ni ze the quantity of waste
generated and shipped to comercial waste-disposal sites. With one exception,
existing NRC regulations provide no minim.  [1Lel of radioactivity in waste
from a licensee's facility that my be disposed of in a manner other than as
nomal radioactive waste. That exception is the provision, in 10 CFR §20.306,
that licensees my dispose of certain levels of tritium and carbon*14 in
liquid-scintillationand animal-carcass wase without regard to its radio
activity. In publishing its proposed lictasing requirements for land di sposal

of radioactive waste, the Comission recognizeu the need for simlar provisions
for other radionuclides and other wastes, wastes that would be exmpt from the

*10 CFR Part 61, "Licensing Requirements for Land Disposal of Radioactive
Waste" 46FR 38081, July 24, 1981
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proposed 10 CFR Part 61" and woul d be of no regulatory concern. In the notice
of proposed rulemaking, the Commission stated that it believed that such
exemptions should be determined on a specific waste basis. Over one-fourth of
the comenters on the draft Environni tal Impact Statement for Part 61 endorsed
the need for such provisions. The fundamental concern of practically all
comenters appeared to be not whether a generic or a case-by-case approach’
should be taken, but rather that some action be taken as soon as possible. The
NRC staff believes that the current policy of exam ning waste streams on a
case-by-case basis will result in the quickest and be!# -esults.

The NRC staff recognizes that setting generic limits is a desirable goal and
plans to work toward this goal over the next fewyears. The NRC staff also
bel i eves that the process of examning afew specific waste streamwll
facilitate the development of generic requirements and i saccelerating its
efforts on setting standards for disposal of very-low-level wastes by less
restrictive means. Toward this end, the NRC's Office of Nuclear Regulatory
Research has initiated research to provide a technical basis for a regulatory
provision for disposal of specific wastes from nuclear power reactors.

In the interim, before specific or generic provisions for disposing of very

| ow|evel radioactive wastes are adopted through rul emaking, |icensees have
another alternative for obtaining approval to dispose of large volumes of
materials contamnated with very low levels of radioactivity. That alternative
is provided in 10 CFR 820.302(a), OMethod for obtaining approval of proposed
disposal procedures." For example, a licensee recently proposed to relocate
17,000 cubic feet of very-low-level contaminated soil from the restricted area
to the parking lot area. The very-low-level contaminated soil was to be
covered with a minimum of 6 inches of clean soil and possibly ﬂaved over with
asphalt in the future. In another case, a licensee proposed that very-low
level contaminated oil be burned in its oil fired boilers and proposed a
technical specification change to limit the amount of radioactivity released
through the boiler exhaust . | nboth cases, the NRC s eval uations concluded
that the estimated doses were negliPi bly smll fromthe standpoint of occupa
tional exposure lirits and acceptably small for potential non-occupational
exposures. The [icensees' proposals were approved.

The purpose of this information notice i sto bring the provisions of 10 CFR
120.302(a) to the attention of licensees The NRC staff believes that subm't
tals and approval s i naccordance with 1C FR 120.302(a) can provide a reason
able alternative to high cost disposals by shallow |and burial at waste reposi
tories of large volumes of material contamnated at low |evels. Such submttals
could also provide a data base for further devel opnent of regulatory provisions
for disposing of specific wastes bel ow some activity level wthout regard t o
their radioactivity simlar to the provisions of 10 CFR §20.306 for disposing
of certain licensed materials containing lowlevels of carbon-14 and tritium
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Applications pursuant to 10 CFR 120.302(a) should be submitted to the Office of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR). The Office of Inspection and Enforcement and
NRC Regional Offices have no authority to approve such requests. NRR has
indicated that such requests for disposal pursuant to 10 CFR 120.302(a) will be
handled in a timely manner.

Edward L. Jordan, Director

Division of Emergency Preparedness
and Engineering Response

Office of Inspection and Enforcement

Technical Contacts: L. J. Cunningham | E
301-492- 8073

F. J. Congel, NRR
301-492- 7321

Attachnent: List of Recently Issued | Elnformation Notices

*SEE PREVIOUS CONCURRENCES

*DEPER | E *NRR *DEPER | E *ELD *DD.DEPERIE D |E
LJCunningham  FJCongel  RLBaer GHCunningham  SASchwartz dor an
i) 1 /83 1/ /183 1 /83 1 /83 2/91/83
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Applications pursuant to 10 CFR 120.302(a) should be submitted to the Office of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR).  The Office of Inspection and Enforcement and
NRC Regiona Offices have no authority to approve such requests. RR has
Indicated that such requests for disposal pursuant to 10 CFR 120.302(a) will be
handled In a timely manner.

Edward L. Jordan, Director

Division of Emergency Preparedness
and En?ineering_ Response

Office of Inspection and Enforcement

Technical Contacts: L. J. Cunni ngham
301-492-8073

F. J. Congel, NRR
301-492- 7321

Attachment: List of Recently Issued | Elnformation Notices

*SEE PREVIOUS-CC  URE S
*DEPER | E *NRR *DEPER | E *ELD DDD W1 D DEPERIE
LJCunni ngham  FJCongel  RLBaer CGHCunni ngham  SASc artz ELJor dan
1/ /83 1/ /183 1/ /83 1/ /83 1/1/83 1/ /83
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Applications pursuant to 10 CFR 120.302(a) should be submitted to the Office of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR). The Office of Inspection and Enforcement and
NRC Regional Offices have no authority to approve such requests. NRR has
indicated that such requests for disposal pursuant to 10 CFR 120.302(a) will be
handled in a timely manner.

Edward L. Jordan, Director

Division of Emergency Preparednss
and Engineering Response

Office of Inspection and Enforcement

Technical Contacts: L. J. Cunningham |E
301-492- 8073

F. J. Congel, NRR
301-492- 7321

Attachment: List of Recently Issued | Elnformation Notices

*SEE PREVI QUS CONCURRENCES
*DEPER | E *NRR *DEPER | E *ELD *DD: DEPER |E  D:DEPER I E
LJCunnl ngham  FJCongel  RLBaer GHCunni ngham  SASchwart z ELJordan
1/ /83 1/ /83 1/ /83 1/ /83 1/ 183 2/ 183
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Applitions pursuart to 10 CFR 20.302(a) should be submitted to The Office of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation (KRR).  The Office of Inspection and Enforcement and
NRC Regional Offices have no authority to approve such requests. NRR has

indicated that such requests for disposal pursuant to 10 CFR 20.302(a) will be
handled in a timely manner.

Edward L. Jordan, Director
Division of Engineering and
Quality Assurance
Office of Inspection and Enforcement

Technical Contacts: L. J. Cunningham, |E
301-492-8073

F. J. Congel, NRR
301-492- 7321

Attachment: _ .
List of Recently Issued | Elnformation Notices
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Information
Notice No.

83-04

83-03

83-02

83-01

82-56

82-55

82-54

82-53

82-52

82-51

LI ST OF RECENTLY | SSUED
| E1 NFORMATI ON NOTI CES

Subject
Failure of ELMA Power

Calibration of Liquid Level

Li m torque HOBC, HIBC
H2BC, and H3BC Gear heads

Ray MIler, Inc.

Robert shaw Thernost ati c
Fl ow Control Val ves

Seismc qualification of
Westinghouse AR relay with
latch attachnents used in
West i nghouse solid state
protection system

West i nghouse NBFD Rel ay
Failures i nReactor Protec
tection Systens

Main Transformer at the
North Anna Nucl ear Power
Station

Equi pment  Er.vironnental

Qualification Testing Experi

ence - Updating of Test

Sunmaries Previously Published

I n 1 N81-29

Overexposure i nPWR Cavities

QL * Qperating License
CP * Construction Permt

Date of
|ssue

02/ 18/ 83

01/28/ 83

01/28/ 83

01/ 26/ 83

12/ 30/ 82

12/ 28/ 82

12127/ 82

121221 82

12/ 21/ 82

121211 82

Attachaent
IN 83-05
February 24, 1983

Issued to

All power reactor
facilities holding
an OL or CP

Al power reactor
facilities holding
an OL or CP

All  power reactor
facilities holding
an OL or CP

Al power reactor
facilities holding
an OL or CP

Al power reactor
facilities holding
an OL or CP

Al'l power reactor
facilities holdlne
an OL or CP

Al power reactor
fac4lities holding
an OL or CP

Al'l power reactor
facilities holding
an QL or CP

Al'l power reactor
facilities holding
an OL or CP

Al power reactor
facilities holding
an 0L or CP
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