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Nlovmber 12, 1997

Chift, Mules Review and Directives Branch
U. S. Nucl ear Regul atory Conmm ssion
Washi pgt on, D.C. 20555-0001

CGent | enen:

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMNISSION (NRC) - OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC
COIDMMTS ON PROPOSED GENERIC LETTER (GL), "POTENTIAL FOR
DUGRADATION OF THE EMERGENCY CORE COOLI NG SYSTEM AND THE
CONTAI NVENT SPRAY SYSTEM AFTER A LOSS- OF- COOLANT ACCIDENT
DBCAUSE OF CONSTRUCTION AND PROTECTIVE COATING DEFICIENCIES
AND FOREIGN MATERI AL IN THE CONTAI NVENT"

On Kay 13, 1997, NRC published a proposed generic .
comounication related to containment coatings for public
conment (rPderal RaitaMer FR26331). TVA provi ded conents
by letter dated June 27, 1997. On September 24, 1997, NRC
met with industry representatives to discuss Electric Power
Research Institute ﬁm delines on protective coatings
prograns. During the mesting, TVA comments were referenced
and interpreted 1 na manner not intended by TVA. This
|etter clarifies the original comrents.

During the neeti n‘? gqn Septenber 24, 1997, the staff referred
to the following TVA coments

8i nce coating performance degrades toward the and of
effective life, some degree of loss of adherence shculd
be expected and inocuded i n the coating evaluations.

The phrase . . toward the end" is areference to

| ocal i ed |oss of adherence such as flaking or poeling. CQur
poastion isthat all ooatings (including qualified coatings)

tail at the end of their effective life. These failures are
ientified and mtigated at the earliest possible monent to

asure the quantities are not large enough to affact plant
safety-rel ated operation. W do not believe that adherence
strength degrades i nsuch a manner that adherence can be

aningfully measured and used to predict coating failure. L)
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The comment is an acknowledgment that engineered coatings
can nmet their safety function with sone amount of localized
failure. The proposed GL considers coating failures in an
absol ute sense (i.e., coatings nust be demonstrated to

wi thstand environmental conditions without detaching from
their substrates). TVA believes that localized adherence
failures should not be equated as complete failure of the
coating system.

Sincerely,

Mark 7. Bursynski
Manager _
Nucl ear Licensing
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