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La.YILLIAD.BABS,

!bctug first duly svorn, vas examined and testified as
follovs:s

BZABINATION
DY_UR._UILLIBUSOY:
Q Por the record, it is nov 1308, rat;h 24th,
1987. This is an interviev of ¥i{llian 3ass, vho is
employed by Basic Energy Technology Associates, Inc. The
location of this {ntecrviev is Chattanooga, Tennessees.

Present at this interviev are Larcy 5
Robinson, Mark Reinhart and Lynn Williamson. As agreed,
this i{s being transcribed by a court reporter.

The subject matter of this interview
concerns Mr. Bass' knovledge of or involvement in the
March 20th, 1986 response from TVA to the MRC reqarding
TVA's compliance vith Appendixz B at Watts Bar.

; Mr. Bass, if you'd please stand and raise
Iyour right hand.

Do you svear or affirs that the information

you'‘re about to give is the truth, the vhole truth and

nothing but the truth, so help you God?

A 1 do.
%0 Okay. Mr. Bass, for the record, would you

‘Please tell us what your current position is with 2ETA

and elso with TVA?

SMITR FEPORTING AGENCY (61S5) 267-0989
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A - Well, BETA is a corporation. 1In the

cocporate structure, I am the Vice-President and
Secretary of the corporation., Technically and as we
organised, we are a group of four associates, and I am an :
assocjiate. That's it, The conpany is four associates.
Prequently, we will work together at the same time,
sonetimes ve independently go out on jobs. 1
At this particular time as regards TVA, we
do have a contract with TVA vhere wve vill function {n the :
position that they call advisor, and the person that |
ve're the advisor to is Mr. White. We will be allowed or ;
1f {t vere appropriate, we could give advice to others in i
Ethc process, but principally, ve are, quote, advisors,

unquote, to nim. And that's my role here,

Thzt is appropriate in our dealings with Mr,
%whlto. because I've known him for a long time, what,
étvonty-oight years? 1I've watched him grow up, so to
%lp‘lk. We've vorked together a number of places through
the years. I knov hov he thinks, he knows howv I think,
vhat his standards are, vhat my standacds are., So, it's

easy for us to vork together,

; It's not a -- neither one of us is trying to

:tratn the other, you knov, And vhen he says something, !
knov what he neans, vhen I say something, he knovs what I

mean, based on long vears Oof association and exocerience.

SMITY REPORTING AGENCY (61%5) 267-0989
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The ficrst time I sav him, wvhich 1°'d like to

put into this, because I think it's kind of intecresting,
he vas -- it vas the first Rickover-sponsored trip I ever
made, and that vas to Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard in
Kittery, Maine., Subsequently, I nade nany, nany, more,
but the first one vas in 1959 vhen I vas votktng'tcr
Admiral Rickover, and the Nautilus was in overnaul at
Portsnmouth, her first overhaul and refueling.

The, what vas called the electrical and
instrumentation control officer, B&RC, that's electrical
.and reactor control officer, vas Steve Vhite., Be vas
vorking for a fellov or vorking with a fellov, also in

the departnent, naned Don Rall., Don's nov the

;v1co-Proctdont of Ill1inois Powver, responsible for their
%Cltnton operation, Region 11I. They both were working
'for a fellov named Ken Carct. I don't have to give you
élny further background on him. And the three of them
évot. vorking for Lando Sech, vho vas the coamanding

|officer of the ship. So, that's the first time I ran

iato those four guys and, and they wvere all together at

l

'the time.

| If ve had had Ball there the other day, !
‘mentioned this to Lando, and ve were together there,
vhere's Don, you knov, You got the vhole crowvd together

again, you know, Sut that was, that's an {nterestina

SMITA REPORTING AGENCY (618) 267-0989
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thing.

It, of coucrse, deoesn't bear directly on
anything that you say or do, but it does provide the
basis for & lot of understanding, jJust because of long
yeacrs of association., Like vhen people nake a roint that
Sech is a heavy on his inspection of plants, that won't
bother us., Ve knov howv he inspects a plant, you know,
ve'cre ready.
Q Bov long have you been in this capacity as
advisor to Mr. Hhite?
A It vas Januazy of '86 ve came down, you

knov. I quess it vas during his first veek that he wvas

h.f.o
|Q Okay.
ia And ve left in October, October the 16th,

%vhonvhc left, came back January the, the early of this
%yoar vhen he came back.

%o Bov long prior to being, prior to your being
an advisor te Mr., White and coning here in January of

‘86, vhat vere you doing with BETA?

A Well, BETA vas doing & number of things,
?Juot before that, and oy heaviest involvement for tne
last year-and-a-half up to that time vas at the
Dajive-Besae site. You night remeaber in about June of

'8S, they had the first twelve minutes of the TM! 1T

SHITR TEPORTING AGENCY (618%) 267-0989S
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accident there., It vas a very exciting event, '‘e got to
knov Mr. Keppler very well during that time, 8Se took
moce than a passive interest in Davis-Besse before the
event and aftecvards.

And talked to Mg, Villiams, I quess it vas
Adniral Williams, 1 quess it was on last Thursday niaht,
end he vas at the notel and the plant vas at seventy
percent, the power was increasing,

And the next morning, they were going to put
hia in his company car and take hin to the airport and
then bring the car back. B8e was through, you know., And
that vas a lot of fun to work that one with Willianms.

l During that time, also, at Clinton, and

before Daivs-Besse, nore tine at Clinton, Just about

‘tull-tino at Clinton during the period when they were
!vorklng on lifting the stop works,
!

Q And before your =--
A

Well, before that, the big press was wvith
Genecral Public Utilities or GBU Nuclear. They were
really oucr first customer at BETA vhen ve vere forzed in
;0¢tobot of '79., That's vhen ve put the thing together.
1?hat vas Monday of a wveek, and ve're all there and reaay
to 40 something, We just wondered vhat, you know,
And on Vecnesday of that week, the hone

rang, and {t wvas Bob Arnold, then the Vice-Presicent of

SHITY PEPORTING AGENCY (615) 267-0989
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acquaintance of Harold Denton's. You better take that

out, That's foolishness.

(o] That's all cight,

A But that Look a lot of our time at GPC from
then on through about ‘83, All of us spent a lot of tine
at GPU, And Oyster Creek vas sort of my pocint of

principal interest during that time,

Q And prior to your forning of BETA, vhere
vere you?
A I worked for Admiral Rickover for the

tventy-four years preceding that time vhen I got out of

the Government service in 1979,

D

E As a nilitary man?

!A Well, some of each., It vas -- I went to
!VOKK for him in 'S5, then as a Naval officer, and 1!
:rotitod in '67, and became an AIC civilian employee, and
;thon retired from GCovernment service in '79,

Q Olly °

A And that vas thirty-seven years. I figured

that's enough, you know, While I still have soze eneray
:and all this, let's go try something else,

'Q Prom 'S5 to '79 -~

A I vas with Rickover. The last, the last

thirteen years of that, '66 to ‘79, I was his project

SMITH REPORTING AGENCY (615) 267-0989
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word.

ott}ccr for commissioned nuclear submarines.

Q

A

Okay.

Conmissioned, meaning those that are

operating, contrasted to those that are being built.

BY_UB..BLINBART:

Q

So you were with NAC, and that was

associated with nuclear reactors?

A

group called naval reactors.

Oh-huh., Within Znergy Technology is the

The fact that we call {t

Basic Energy Technology Associates, "basic® is a good

You vatch yourself, you use it almost every day.

 BY_BB..WILLIABSON:
Q

But from 1955 through '79, you were involved

'in this nuclear --

A

Q

A

Nuclear submarines.

Industry related?

Propulsion plants in submarines for

tventy-four years.

' Q

\

' A

subnarines.

"that, I vas at sea on diesel submarines.

Okay. Pine.
And before that,

Before that,

I had a course at MIT wvhere the

The Nautilus went to sea in

'ss,

I vas at sea in non-nuclear

80 before

Navy sent me entitled naval architecture and marine

engineering,

Anc before that,

I wvas at gsea in larje

|
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surface ships, cruisers and battleships. I was on the

Missouri when it ran aground in Norfolk Harbor, if you've
ever heard about that, that's a good story, and graduated
from the Naval Academy in 1947.

Q Okay.

A You want to go back further than that?

That's enough.

Q That's as far as I go back.
A Right.
?Q What I would like to ask is, and ve have the |

Edocumentation here, I guess I should make that available
ito you, the March 20th letter from Mr. White to the
%Connia.ionor, or te Mr. Denton.

A I sense that's vhat you were going to talk
to me about, I started to go get a copy and read the
thing.

Q Let xe provide that to you, as well as a
January 3rd, 1986 memo to Mr. Parris and also a January 9
 memo to Nr. Denton from Mr. Dean. And this {s all
itoqatdiaq statenents that were made in December to

' Commissioner Agselstine about the TVA not meeting

:roqutro-ontl of Appendix B at Watts Bar,

A Uh'huho

Q As you mentioned earlier, you came aboard

with TVA {n January of '86 as an advisor to “r. Wnite,

SMITH REPORTING AGENCY (615) 267-0989
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And eimply stated, ve'd like to knov vhat your

iavolvement wcs or your involvement in or knowledge of or
involvement in the preparation and or response to this

letter to the RRC from TVA.

A Okay. During -- my assignment during this

time franme vas at the Sequoyah site. I was, so to speak, |

I vas his representative at the Sequoyah site when we
first came to town,

Q Prom January?

| A Right., 0Ontil Mazch and then beyond. 1I

don't remember exactly. Of course, I still sort of think |

' of 8S8equoyah as, quote, mine, you know, but I'm not out

' there full-time like I was then.

So, since I was there full-time during this

" period of time, I wasn't directly working on this letter.

I do recall seeing drafts of the letter, reading the

letter.

I vas avare, contrasted to the thing I told

'you befote, the difference betveen knowledge and

avareness, you knov, Certainly, I vas avare of that, and

' these other two, I had read theam.

And I had heard a lot about how this
presentation to Asselstine came about, and the remorse
that the gquy who was speaking had voiced, but that's just

nearsay, and you're not here to i{investigate runors, you

SMITH REPORTING AGENCY (615) 267-0989
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know, which that is, if all I can tell you is just
something I heard.

So, you know, 1I'm awvare of this., And I did
not at the time see in the reading of this anything that
offended me or struck me to be misleading or created in
my mind anything that they are doing wrong.

You know, if you've worked on as many
reactor plants as 1 have over the years, if you count
each little naval reactor plant as a reactor plant,

' that's -- and you can get in as much trouble with a

little one as you can with a big one. A little one is

easier to work on.
I

| But a lot of the same traps are there and a
%lot of the principles are the same. 1It's not unusual in

 my experience to find something that went astray, and

Ethcn fix {t. By ®astray,® it's really the concept of
 some of the criteria of Appendix B, you know.

Ate there, should there be prograns that
vill detect deficiencies? What deficiencies? Well,

| those that occur in the normal process of doing your

ivotl.

Should there be programs for corrective?

Yes. Correct wvhat? Well, correct ti.e deficiencies.

What deficiencies? The ones that went wrong, you know.

So, it kind of presunes in ny ninc, Azpendix

SMITR REPORTING AGENCY (615) 267-0989
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B does, that something is going to go wrong. And you

have these programs and these procedures and these

organizations and that leadership of these organizations

that are calculated to give you sssurance that what does

go wrong will be found and will be fixed. And that's

vhat I cot out of {t, ' ‘
That's kind of -- that wvas our Rickover

logic. You wouldn't want to believe that anything went

| wrong with a submarine. I had a check valve in the main
!coolant systen, and the disk just fell right of the arnm,
| you know., I got everything in this except the check

?valvo. That shouldn't have happened, believe me, you

éknow. ;
%0 You =--

A But, so, you found it and you fixed it. i
?Q You said you vere assigned or spent much of

| your time at Sequoyah?
A At Sequoyah, right,
iQ Were you asked to reviev early drafts of

| thi- .etter, the March 20th, subsequent March 20th

;
1lottot?

A I don't recall being asked to do so, but
when I'm back in town, and I would come back to town each
evening, you know, because Sequoyah, you stay here when

you're working at Sequoyah, contrasted to working at

SMITR REPORTING AGENCY (615) 267-0989




1 Watts Bar or Browns Percry, where you would be staying

2 oonivboro else, j
3 I wvas staying in town. Wegner, Brodsky, my

4 other associates, would be here in town. So, I would !
S |come back in town in the evening. And, so, 1'4 usually

come and meet them here in the building, 63130, 700,

7 What are you doing? well, we got to do

8 another draft of this letter, What letter? Let me gee
9 | it, you know. éo, You read the letter,

10 Q Okay.

11 A You know, so, I saw many drafts of the

12 { thing.

13 go Were you naking written comments?

14 gA No.

18 fQ Were you making verbal comments? E
16 §A You know, I might have had a copy, I might

17 fhavo scribbled something and give it back to then, E
18 ;Q Were you making substantive comments or ;
19 5changoo? i
20 EA No. My specialty {s editorializing, |
21 SQ 80, you vere reading {¢t?

22 gA Like I used the subjunctive mood and 1 avoid
23 ' passive voice, and I'm heavy on comnas, and that gort of
24 thing, you know.

28 But I was teading it for content and for

SMITA REPORTING AGENCY (615) 267-0989
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meaning, and could somebody pick this up and understand

vhat you're trying to say, that would really be the kind
of reading that I would put into the thing.

Q Okay.

A This word ®pervasive®” that I've heard so
much about since, I've wondered, tried to wonder if I
would come up with a different word than that, you know,

just as I was thinking.

Q Was that your word?
A No.
' Q You know where that came from?
| A No. 1It's out of the dictionary, I guess.

fYou go look it up in the dictionary, it's perfect.
Q What does that mean?
A Existing throughout. Found in all places.

I don't know. Look it up in the dictionary. That's what

it means to me,

' Q Widespread?

A I don't know, Yeah, I guess so. Widespread

really means to ne is found at all places, you know.

8veryvhere you look, there it is.

' BY.BB._BEINBART

Q When you say ®all places,®” do you mean that
inclusively?
A Well, I mnean {f you are -- presune that

SMITE REPORTING AGENCY (61S5) 267-0989
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1 ve'rte talking about the quality assurance program at i
2 Watts Bar. In the quality assurance program at Watts é
3 Bar, you did not find a breakdown in all places, all f
4 aspects of the program. You did not.
S Q 80, are you saying that to have --
6 A I'm telling you the truth., I didn't go look
7 to see if they had. I was told that they looked.
8 Q In the way you're interpreting this, would
9 you say that to have a pervasive breakdown, that you
10 would have to have a breakdown in all Places of the QA
11 program at Watts Bar?
12 A Well, I, what I would say that if you did
13 have a breakdown in all places, that would be pervasive,
14 that's right, ;
15 Q What if you had it in almost all places, but{
16 not all?
17 A ' All but one, right? Admiral Rickover used
18 9to ask me questions like this. He used to say, wait a
19 minute, is it like that in fifty percent of the cases?
20 1 say no, !
21 Ten percent of the cases? 1I1'd say, well,
22 maybe ten. He said that's enough to prove my point, you
23 fknow.
24 :Q So, how many percentage --
25 A I don't know, How in the hell do you know?

SMITS REPORTING AGENCY (615) 267-0989
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Q I'm asking you. |
A What would you use for that, you know? %
Q I'm asking what you said, all places. %
A All places, you know. It's just a mess. é

Zinmer was a mess. I worked at Zimmer. You could not
find a quality assurance record that you could count on %
at 2immer. You couldn't. I mean, the one you wanted, E
the GAP guy would bring it to the public meeting with |
Keppler, say what do you think about this one. I don't

know anything about it, Well, it's your record. I said,

well, what are you doing with it. You know, they stole

it.

| Q Can you have a pervasive breakdown if just

|
|

| one of the criteria, one of the eighteen is nonexistent, ?

' is that what you mean?

|

%A So, 1 say if one is not existent, that's not

épotvasivc. |
ZQ It vould have to be all eighteen? E
A Sure. Now, whether or not all eighteen on i

l
|
i
|
i

every document or every criteria, every event, I

;vouldn't == I don't know., It's a judgment thing.
| White -- this is not nmnine, this is hearsay.

White uses the example of buying a house. You're going
to go buy a house. He doesn't use this with you people,

that's tne reason I tell you, because you're technically

SMITR REPORTING AGENCY (615) 267-0989




qualified, but he's talking to somebody that is

technically qualified,

And you've hired this person to bu

house. He's finished and you go and you look a

not

i1d you a

t the

house and you're deciding vhether or not you're going to

pay him for it, go to closing with him.

And you go in one of the bedroonms
there's a little holiday in the paint up there
corner. You say, hey, fix that., Yes, got {it,

And you go in the other bedroons,
similar, it's okay. You do find a little tile

a crack in one of the bathrooms, fix that. BHe

1‘.

and

in the

nothing
that's got

says got

You're down in the dining room and you

renember clearly there's supposed to be a recepticle on

that wvall right there and it isn't there. He says, hey,

I'1l get that, you know,

You don't even meet the code. The code

tequires you to have recepticles not less than

feet apart, Show me the one that's vithin twelve feet of

twelve

that one. The gquy says, hey, I missed it, I'll get it.

' 8vertything else is okay.

The garage -- basement is dry, the garage is

level, there's no indication the roof is leaking.

Windows and doors fit. All the comodes flush.

He s3ays

SMITH REPORTING AGENCY (615) 267-0989
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|
i
f

|

I'll see you at closing. I want the house.

Contrasted, you know, you can tell any story '

you want. I nean, paint holiday -- the paint is falling
off. There's signs on the ceiling that it's leaking.
Commodes won't flush., You go down to the basement,
there's a couple inches of water down there. You go out
in the garage, it's kind of got a slant away from the
house like that (indicating).

You say, hey, you built it, you can have {t,
I don't want it., You know, I don't want {t, It isn't
worth having.

Is Watts Bar worth having? I don't know.
You have to decide based on, you know, is it pervasive or
is it something that you see that obviously needs the
kind of attention that the person here available can
provide. I don't know.

DY_BR._BOBINSON:

Q I don't think the point was whether or not

Watts Bar is wvorth having, okay? A couple of guestions.
In your experience down at Sequoyah, what

vas your primary functic: down at Sequoyah?

A To, I really worked almost full-tine {n

support of the Site Director, helping him, advising him

on working with White, Putting a philosophy into the

place, you know, where nhe would understand the pnilosopny

SMITE REPORTING AGENCY (61S) 267-0989
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|

| Q Did you come to any opinion as to the status

) Well, not to be, you know, bouncing it off

that's expected of him.

Q With respect to the new nuclear performance
plan? ;
A Yes, like something -- yeah, that's right. ;

The fact we're going to revise the previously written i
Volume I and previously written Volume II are going to be
redone, based in some extent and our experience with the
Davis-Besse course of action with the Braidwood BCAP and
with the Clinton 1ift stop work orders, all of which we

worked on.

And we knew that those were acceptable to

Keppler. We didn't -- Keppler was going to be coming on

this thing, but it just seemed good advice, you know,

The things that were of use in Region III are bound to be

of some value here. ‘

of the quality assurance program at Sequoyah?

of various criteria. It did seem to me -- gee, I saw it |
before the organization changed. I mean, you know, when
ve had this scattered quality assurance program, there

vere a nultitude of quality assurance programs,

The quality assurance management or
supervisor, I quess they called him at Sequoyah, at that

tine had been there a short period of time. He had cone

SMITH REPORTING AGENCY (61S) 267-0989
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there from having been an NRC resident inspector type of

pecson, I wvas told.

Bey, I better watch this. 1I'm talking to
you about what I know, contrasted to what I'm awvare of.
That's vhat I understood to be the case.

And he vorked directly for the Site
Director, and we are alvays of the opinion that quality
assurance nust be a strong, centralized program of
corporate management, you know, the vay you see it
organized now. 8o, obviously, wvhat I saw then didn‘t

suit me relative to vhat I vanted them to have like they

have now.
Q Did --
A But I didn't see any, I didn't have any

:cxamplel cone to my attention while I was there of the

. results of poor quality assurance or quality control.

;Q Do you have or did you have the basis to

' have any opinion as to the status of the qualicty

assurance program at Watts Bar?

A No.

Q When you read the earlier drafts of the
cover of the March 20th, 1986 letter, vere you just
treading the cover letter itself, or was there any
correlation {n your mind to the responses to the SRS

perception? In other words, did you conpare the

SMITH REPORTING AGENCY (615) 267-0989
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conplulionl dravn in the cover letter to the responses?
A I'm sure that I did, alti.ough as I sit here
today, you know, I don'‘t remenber making that particular
point, but I don't know how you could read it without

doing that., That's a pretty obvious thing to do. You

should do that, And I did read these things at the tine.

Q Okay. 1In your judgment, in your opinion,

does it require a breakdown of any kind in the guality

assurance program to be in noncompliance with Appendix B?

Is one necessary before the other can happen?

A Well, that's difficult for me to just pull

right off. The thought on being in noncompliance with

Appendix B, I never have thought of that concept before.
I nean, how are you in noncompliance --

well, give -- here will be an example of noncompliance.

You don't have a corrective action program, and you're

| required to have one, and you don't,

Doesn't say you're required to have a good
one. I mean, I'm begging the question now. But, you
know, if you don't even have one, well, that's right,

you're not in compliance.

But I've been to utilities that are just,

' you know, pathetic, really, you know. The quality

assurance manual has got eighteen chapters, and they are

'named after the eighteen criteria, and they kind of

!

|
il
|
|
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rotate them, and that's the QA manual.

And the QC inspectors work for some service
person at the site who also is responsible for other site
services such as janitors and yard maintenance and
quality assurance. And, you know, a big thousand
megawvatt plant, might be thera with six QC 1nspeétors
other places., I don't like that., That's not the way I
would do that. He's in compliance, I guess, you know.

Ae does have these programs. They do match the criteria.
Q Give me an example of a situation in which

you would say the QA program is not in compliance with

Appendix B,

A A situation?

a (Nodding head affirmatively.)

éA Well, if you didn't have a corrective action
!ptoqram.

%0 Okay. We'll narrow it down a little

ifurthez. Let's suppose that all of the criteria are
addressed on paper in a progranm,
A Uh-huho

Q What sort of a situation regarding the

§1mp10nentatlon of those various programs would have to
:cxllt in your definition before you would be in
" noncomyliance with Appendix B?

Would there have to be a complete lack of
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implementation of the program, or I'll ask you the

Rickover type queation --

A Ten percent?

Q If there's a ten percent?

A I don't know.

Q You don't know?

A Huh-huh, I would have to see it., 1If I

could see the program that you're telling me about, I
could sure draw a personal opinion of it, and I'm a
little more critical than most of the people that you run
into.

Q So, what you':e teliing me, since you really
had no basis to make any judgment --

A That's right,

Q == as to the status of the quality assurance

program at Watts Bar, when you're --

A €Except by reading this,
Q Yes. When you're reading this cover letter,
you can't, you couldn't say whether that statement was

correct or not, it just appeared to be correct in --

A Based --

Q -=- tense and language?

| A Right. Based on these responses, that's
grlght.

¥0 So, you do recall in your mind making a
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A

Q

A
Q
A
Q
happening
A

Q

"A
‘but I was

are awvare

| came down
| avace of,
know.

Q

A

those technical responses?

No.

judgncnt as to the accuracy of that cover letter based on

Okay. And your contact, your connection

an informal basis?

That's right.

You would be coming back in from Sequoyah --

That's right.

== in the eveninys and kind of seeing what's

with the rest of the BATA --
That's right.

-=- gentlemen?

I made a little thing before we got started,

trying to talk about the difference in what you

of and of what you know,

with the production of this cover letter was strictly on

And I didn’'. figure you came, you people

here to investigate things that people are

but those are, can be classed as rumor:

can be?

Oh-nuh., So, {f I -- I'm trying to stick to

‘what I know.

BI_UR._UILLIBYSON:

Q

Mr, Bass, who was responsible for ceveloping

rou

|
l
|
,
|
i
.
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1 thlp letter, the response?
2 A White.
3 Q Okay. Mr. White personally wasn't doing
4 this?
s A Be did a lot of it personally. He was |
6 heavy -- well, the wvhole 6th floor worked on that thing %
7 and the wvhole QA organigsation, the wvhole licensing !
8 organiszation, |
9 Q Was there a focal point, an individual?
10 | A White was the focal point as I can see {t.
11 Q What input did Mr. Wegner and Mr. Brodsky
12 and --
13 (A I'm not aware of Bordsky's input. The |
14 ;awaronesl that I have of Wegner's input is that Vegner isi
15 probably one of the b;st, what I call wvord engineers, you!
16 know, the ability to express something in rorda, and get |
17 it wfitton dovn where other people can read it and |
18 understand it that I've eve> encountered. |
19 | BY.BB._.BSINEABT: %
20 Q Would you say Mr. White or Mr. Wegner i
21 actually drafted pen to paper that letter?
22 A I don't know., I {magine there were a lot of
23 ' people drafting the thing. I'm sure -- I' quite sure
24 ithe quality assurance people were heavily involved in {t
25 tat that time. They knew the hierarchy of peopnle brought
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'in there, Kelley, Houston, that circuit. I'm sure that

|
|

A

0

the engineers vere involved in it, and obviously

licensing.
Q

you know?

Q

A

letter 1ike that that licensing is not involved in up to

Now, is that what you're aware of or what

Avare of,
Okay.

But it doesn't make any sense, you have a

their ears, you know.

BY_DVB._ROBINSOU 1

| overall si

| accurate,

Regarding what you're aware of with the
tuation at TVA, did you feel that that was an

that especially paragraph two of that letter

%was an accurate representation of the status of

{

' compliance with Appendix B?

A

yes. Otherwise, I would have taken exception to it, and

To the extent that I understood at the tine,

ix don't think he would have done it if I would have taken .

| any exception to it,

| BY.BB._¥ILLIALSON s
0

The extent of your knowledge was based on

'what people were telling you?

A

That's right, Things that I could see and

hear and read, vou know,
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r
|
1

| BI.BB._BBINEABT:

Q Prom the Sequoyah viewpoint?

A Right., And in the evening back down here.
BI_BB._HILLIABSON:

Q Well, okay. That, the information that you
were getting in the evening when you came back d&wn here
was being provided to you by individuals?

A By the people on the 6th floor.

Q Who were charged with the responsibility for

responding to this?

A That's right. I didn't do any
investigating.

Q Yes. Okay.

A Or verification.

Q During this time period, January through

March, there were a number of concerns with the employee
iconcern program through the, the QTC. As you recall,
.uality Technology Corporation had developed a number of
iconcotnn that vere somewvhat, and if I recall, generic,
iboth {implications at watts Bar and Sequoyah, Vere you
involved {n either the review --

A No.

Q -- investigation or resolution of any

enployee concerns at Seguoyah?

iA Mo,
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'Q You wvere not involved?
A No.
Q Were you involved in any meetings where the

concerns, allegations were discussed at Sequoyah?

A No. I remember being involved in one
meeting that involved some NSRS people that were going
into the employee concerns, but it was when they canme
into Abercrombie’s office. They vere there. They were
making the necessary arrangements for the space they
would need on site,

| Q Okay. Did you recall attending a meeting
ghcrc in Chattanooga in this complex January the 16th,

wherein there were a number of TVA employees, some BATA

| personnel, I believe?

| A What day of the week is that? I'm trying to

remenber.

| MR, ROBINSON: I don't know,

iA You got a calendar in here?

Q No, sir.

A 16th this year or year ago?

Q ‘86 a year ago. Wherein the concern,

'compliance with Appendix B was the main topic of
idiscuslion. and it was discussed from the viewpoint of,
a8 we understand it, are we in compliance, are we not in

|}

compliance, and there was a number of people discussing
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those issues?

A I can't recall that, no.
BI.BB._.BODIBSON
Q NSRS representatives were at the meeting

trying to -~ really was stenmed from the December NSRS
presentation to Commissioner Asselstine, and Fermit Whitt
and Mike Barrison from NSRS were at the neeting, and I
think Mr. Mason was initially in charge, and Mr. Wegner
participated in kind of heading the m:eting, and trying
to elicit what NSRS meant by noncompliance and what was
their basis for their perceptions. You remember a

meeting like that?

A No. I can remember discussion of that, of

those subjects, but I don't remember the meeting of...

BY_UB._WILLIBLSOU:

' Q Was this issue an important issue during
'thie time period, both the compliance with Appendix B,

' not only in that are we in compliance, but the response
to NRC that we're going to have to tell them?

A Yeah, I think that it was important, and I
think there was a heavy pressure to respond promptly, you

|know. I mean, March the 20th was getting to be an

embarrassment, because the initial letter says, hey, I

~want 8ix or seven days or something, you know. That

‘meant I want to know now are you or aren't you, you Kxnow,
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lol;. if you got seven days to come up with the ansver,

you know -~ no later than the 9th, six days.

Q Would it necessarily require seven days to

come up vith that answver?

A No.
Q It shouldn't?
A I mean, if you're going to have to, if you

have eleven perceptions that you wvant to treat in any
depth, you know, as in this manner here, I don't think
you can write this letter in six days, do you? I don't
know., Could you write this in six days? Get everyone in
the orgqanization who should concur in it to concur in {t?

Q I quess that's what my question is, should

| it take seven days to respond to a question, are you in

compliance with Appendix B at Watts Bar?
A Well, I don't know. You know, you could say
no, it should take a ninute, a minute and a half.

Q A minute and a half?

i

A You know. Of course, I am -- Say how in the

hell do you know that? I just know, Well, this other
guy says you aren't, He says that's his problem, not

mine, you know, Well, we're making it your problenm,

'Now, tell me again, okay? This time it will take an

hour.

You know, {t's foolishness. We ought not to
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1 . pursue this line of questioning, even, really. It

2 doesn't nake any sense.

3 BY_BB._BLIBBABT:

4 Q Why is that?

S A You know, about how long does it take to

6 ansver the question, or what percentage has to bé, I

7 don't understand, that kind of a question, you know. It |
8 is not significant to nme. %
9 Q I'm having a hard time undersanding what |
10 you're not understanding. i
11 A Yeah. i
12 Q What is that? |
13 A Well, the little dialogue I just walked ny |
14 way through there, somebocdy walks up they say are you in ;
15 . compliance with Appendix B. |
16 Q Is that not a good question? %
17 A I've never heard it asked before,

»> O

18 Is it a good question?

19 I don't think so. |
20 Q Why not? %
21 A You know, it's just not appropriate, I

22 nean, it's not the issue., Appendix B, you don't conply

23 with Appendix B. Appendix B tells you how to have a

24 Equality progran.

258 Q You don't comply with that?
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A . No, compliance with your quality progranm,
but you == you can't comply -- I don't -- 1'd have to go

|
!
{
| through the vords again. But I don't know how you conply
ivlth & criteria, except to implement the criteria and

|

comply with that. You have to have something more

| specific.

o) So, you're saying that compliance requires a
program plus implementation of the program?

A Sure, right. 1In my opinion, you know, |

that's just the way, if I were setting up a qualicy '

assurance program myself, that's what I'd do. 1I'd start

wvith Appendix B, and then I would develop a program and I

would i{mplement the progranm,

iQ Row would you know if that program was being
;implemonted? Q
. |
EA Well, that would be part of my program, |
gQ Which part?

| A There must be a criteria in there for that.

I don't recall the number, but the auditing and the --

Q So, auditing would tell you {f you're in

compliance or not, really?

A It could give you a feel for that, and then

'your own personal involvement in this thing,
MR. REINHART: Okay. 1I'm sorry.

BY_UR..UILLIBUSOY:
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'Q Now, I vas -- the questioning was trying to

i
i

deternine, you know, whether you really had enough

ltntoraatton at your disposal, having been at Sequoyah --

}A Right,

;Q -= to adequately respond to --

A That's right,

Q == whether this letter addresses the issue

or not, That's what I'm wanting to know.

A Well, I guess, you know, {f you just get one
answer, the answver is no.

Q Okay. But you were asked to look at it, and

you made some comments, and, like I said, your specialty

was --

A Right,

%Q == in reviewing and writing, I quess?

iA Oh-huh,

;o Did you see the final draft or copy that

ﬁwent out, vhich is =--
|
|

A I don't know,

Q You don't recall?

A (Nodding head negatively.)

‘Q Okay. Were you asked to commen. at all on

?pezvaaivo. the term ®"pervasive®?

|

A Not that I recall, no.

Q Did you have any i{nput on the tern, the
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'overall QA program is in pervasive compliance with 10 CPR

Appendiz B, the overall progras?

|
iA I cannot recall discussing these things
| specifically, as you ask them.

io If you read that, and having been at
ESQquoyah. would you automatically think about the QA
progran at Sequoyah, or would you think this was more

site specific?

A There again, I don't know., What I wanted to

have, and I don't know what I was thinking at the time,

because I wanted the quality assurance program for TVA,
and here ve're trying to talk about the quality assurance

program as we found it at Watts Bar. This conclusion was

drawn and stated here, The juality assurance

' organization and program that we have today is even a

step teyond that, you see.

Q Let me go change the subject just a moment.

Go back to you were hired in January. When were you

informed that you or asked to come to TVA, was that in

'85?

A No. January of '86., As a matter of fact, I

'was at Dajvs-Besse, and I had an office assigned to me

' there. I got to work at 8100 in the morning, about five

minutes of 8:100, and the phone range, and it's Tuesday

morning,
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Nov, they came dovn here on Monday, White

did. It was Tuesday morning and it's Wegner on the
phone. He's my associane,

Be says vhen can you get down here? And I
said, well, I don’'t know, I -- I've got some things I'm
doing, but if I had to be there, I can come down on
Priday. He said no., No. What time today can you be
here? And I said, shee, I don'‘t know. He said, well,
find out and let us know and come today.

So, Joe, by this time is in a meeting with

Williams, is {in a meeting with Mr. Keppler and with Mr.

Smart from downtown, his President, and I've got to

leave.

And, 80, I can't get his attention, so I |

Just wrote him a note and had his girl carry it into hinm,

interrupt him, and he looked around and gave me this

!diriy look, and I did like that (i~'icating), and shoved

off right then. Got here at about 2:15 that afternoon.

Q Did Mr., Wegner brief you on why he wanted

you here or vhat he perceived the problems were at TVA or |

vhat you'd be doing or anything?

A No. When he got here, they did tell me they

%wanted me at Sequoyah.

Q When was that, January the --

A Whatever day he came.
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' Q He came on the 13th,

A 8o, this wvas the 14th, and the afternoon of
the 14th I got here. You gave me this meeting date.

| What wvas the meeting date?

|

%A 16th. That was Thursday. Well, let's see.
;That first day was late. I remember I got my badge that
day. And I did my medical, my MMPI and all that other
stuff the next day. So, 1 was around here. That day was

probably the first day I went out to the site, But I

| don't renember.

| Q Okay. Did you know Mr. Larry Nace?

;A Uh-=huh.

EQ Were you aware --

EA Used to be one of my skippers.

%0 One of your skip:  8?

EA One of the ships I had, he was one of ny
§c0s.

:Q Were you aware of the systematic assessment

of identified concerns that he was working on here?

A I heard he was working on {t, but I didn't

'have any knowledge,

Q Did you have any input?
A No.
Q lere you ever briefed on the results of {t?
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| A No.

%q Were you avare of any other reviews that
§vcto conducted by either TVA personnel or contract
%potlonncl at Watts Bar or any other place?

Q Were you avare of the effort of EG&G at

|
|

| Watts Bar to identify welding concerns and problems? %
A Not in this time frame I'm not. i
|Q Were you avare of concerns identified by QTC
‘at Watts Bar during this time frame which would impact on

safety and quality?
A I heard about them. I heard about them in
|

an entirely different tone of voice than you're using in

your search for quali;y. You know, usually, you know,
EM:. Dean had another phone call from Henry !eyers, what
ithc hell is Meyers talking about., You wait four days and
éyou'd find out, printed concern would come through.

Q Printed concern,
|

A And Meyer already had it and is hollering at
Dean about it on the telephone, apparently. Apparently.

I have no knowledge of that first-hand, obviously, but

.that was the way we heard QTC. Very strange,

iQ But they were working for TVA?
A That's right,
Q So, who was responsible for managing that
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contract with QTC?

A I don't know. I don't know. They reported

'to the -- I started to say the Board or I started to say

§tho General Manager, and I'm not sure vhich, but, really,

- around here, you say the General Manager and the Board

| sort of as all one group.

 BY.BB._BOBINSOU:
I Q Were you involved in the development of the

employee concern program?

EA No.

éQ At all?

%A No.

iQ Wwith TVA?

EA No.

@Q Did -- we may have asked you this once
ibefore, but did Mr. Wegner or Mr. White run the final

| copy of that March 20th letter by you for jus* for any
|

Esuggcltions?

A He asked me if I knew if I was looking at

the final copy, and I don't recall seeing what I was

identifying as the final copy, no.

'Q S0, there was not a situation where Mr.
'Wegner said, you know, Bill, this is what we're thinking
about sending out, how about taking a look at {t?

A No,

SMITH REPORTING AGENCY (61S5) 267-0989




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

MR. ROBINSON: Okay.

BY.BB..BEINBABT:

Q Let me just ask you to try and get your
;tooltngl on this, your thinking. Let's just take

Sequoyah 80 we can kind of separate ourselves from the

heat of this issue,

A Okay.

Q If you had to determine if Sequoyah was
meeting the requirements of Appendix B, just a general

question like that, how would you do that?

figure that out, you know, on the premise I wasn't

allowed to give the quick answer and say yes.

That's one thing we were working on at

that would be one way to cdo it. That was a very

take a couple of years.

Q What {f the program is working the way it

) No, I think not. {f it were working.
|
|

'Q How would you, just say a normal program,

~any licensee that had a, you know, moderate to good

program?

A I don't know. 1I'd have to go sit down and

Zinmer. Pinally ended up developing a thing entitled the

program to verify the quality of construction, which was,

difficult and expensive way to do it, and it was going to

|
ought to be working, would you have to go to that extent?
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A - Well, I think thece are a number of things

that give you a measure of that, you know, some of which
ace provided by you, you know, SALP reports, notices of
violations, your open items on your own audits, your
backlog of maintenance vork requests, your deferred or
omitted preventive maintenance, the nature of the
deficiencies that are being written.

I think that gives you all a feel as to how
you're doing. And then, of course, you do every now and
then, given the, vhich I did not grow up with, we didn't
have this when I wvas a kid, but this thing of employee

concerns where a person can voice his concern at any

level inmediately, you know. It's an interesting thing,
}too. I think what you get out of that is very
|

' interesting.

% I can remember working one at 2inmner, and wve
;had to fall back and redo some RayChem splices, found out
| that they had, in fact, made & number of RayChem splices
Ithut did not meet the spec. Difficult recovery prograr.

And very precise instructions as to how to do that,

And there was one instance where, when you
?havo crimped the connection, you know, you're getting

Ercady to take it the rest of the way, where a dinmension
18 taken of the crimp, and that is really to deternine

that you've got the right size sleeve,

SMITH REPORTING AGENCY (615) 267-0989




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

l8

19

20

2l

22

23

24

25

And, so, to come up with this dimension, the

engineers, they crimped some and they measured {t and
they put that down as their criteria for that dimension,
and they put it down in three significant figures, .063.
One day, they were down in containment in a
radiological environment, protective clotning, c}implng
the thing. Now, you know with that kind of dimensions,
the inspector has got his micrometer calibers with hinm,

not really appropriate, but he has then,

He measures .,067. And, so, he nakes the guy

stop and he -- their boss puts them in a low rad area to

stand by, and the foreman goes up and makes the call to

his engineer, and says, hey, I got .067 where you gave me

.063 on this particular spliced fuse, identifies it.

The engineer says wait, and cones back in
just a minute and says, hey, that's fine, .070 is fine,
and I will put a rev to that sketch and I'll make you an
honest man before you can get back out of the
containment,

So, he went back down, told him, hey, .070
is okay. NWe'll have the sketch revised by the time we
get out. And the inspector signed it off, and then

promptly wrote himself up as, you know, hey, I can't do

' that, I'm required to work with approved written

instructions, Criteria S says so, and ! didn't have
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;.pppovod vritten instructions. I had this thing, but

;o I see.
1

|

iB!-UL.-BEIHBABT*

draving i{s filed with 1i¢t,

it's a .063, we measured .067, and I ain’'t signing it
off, and they proceeded without my sign-off,

You know, that's really the wvay it worked.

A And, so, is that a violation or a b;eakdown
in the QA program or not? By the time you get out, the
sketch was revised, so there is a proper paper trail.
There's no question as to what you have in there, and the

work document will not be closed until the final revised

But the inspector sav that as

a deviation, noncompliance with Criteria 5. And Region

III sent a couple of you guys in and had to talk to then.

Q We talked about pervasive.

A What do you think about that? That's a very

Eintetolting thing. Do you have an opinion about that?
|

EShould you do that or not do that, or just get everybody

‘tho hell out of containment and get the revised drawing

and then go back down tomorrow or next shift and do {t?

Q Without knowirng all the details of their
Eptoqram. I coul't .ay,

éA Coul: '~ gay. Go ahead.,

VQ When we spoke of a pervasive breakdown, did

Zimmer have one of those,

did zimmer have a pervasive
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1bngkdovn?

as I think I sav {t there, I think they did.

 the board --
i

A Ub-h\lh.
Q -=- was just --
A You couldn't find anything you could count

on. You know, it's a funny thing. You go out and look
' at the plant, take a specific area and put an inspection
on it, Pirst class in nearly every respect. That wvas
disconcerting.

I would have been happier if you kept
finding a mess, you know. But everything you checked
came out about right,.but you couldn't prove it, you

know, You had no paper trail, no drawing mod, no

| detailed sketch of as-built,
E You could sonmetimes find the sketch and see
vhere the -- i{f you take -- if you were lucky enough to

get the right copy, you get the copy where the pipefitter

boss said, no, now, look, do it 1ike this, you see, and

give {t to the guy and he'd install it like that. That

ynever got picked up on the drawing,
i

Why, you'd go look at it, it would be just

itinc. If {t had been on the drawing, i{f it had been

A In my sense of the matter as I recall it and

Q So, basically, their whole QA program across

!
|
|
l
|
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'onq}nOOtod. if it had been QA'd, it would have been okay.

But it vasn't any of those things. And, of course, the
intinidation and harassment thing wvas out of all
proportion high there.

Plus wve had a lot of people, Jim Keppler had .
a lot of people helping us hold up the table. We had a
lot of people sitting around the table, and the Mianmi
Valley thing and the GAP thing, and they vere in full
force.

The GAP fellow called the President one
time, He says, I want a copy of all your maintenance
procedures, and you're required to giv _hem to me under
the law. The guy says, I'm not going to do that, all of |
then, that's ridiculous. |

The GAP guy says, never mind, I can probably
get it before you send them to me, anyvay, and hung up.

And it wvas just stuff, you know, walked out through the

| door.
BI_¥B._.BOBINSON:
Q Getting away from the Zimmer arena and

. qetting back to the TVA arena --

A I thought we talked about the one --

Q How would you characterize from your

;knowledge, not from your awareness, but from your

knowledge the effectiveness of TVA's corrective action
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program in the Januacy through March 1966 time frame?

A I have no knowledge.

Q Bov about your awareness?

A I got aa opinion and avareaess.

Q Give us your avareness.

A I never in the least dug into {t. buzing

that time frame, I think that some things were being
corrected, but it vas not the formality and the control
that I like to see that we now have, you know, in the
procedures that have been developed to straighten that
out. Now, vhether or not that allowed anything to get by
us that I'm avare of, I don't know.

Q Getting avay from Zimmer, if a given QA
program has an effective corrective system, is it

| possible for that program to be in noncompliance with

Appendix B?

| A Well, you mean with the other criteria?
«
' Q (Nodding head affirmatively.)

A

Well, I would think so, you know,
Q Like even --
A Like this example I give you about not

having an approved written instruction for the work, they

| had a good corrective action program, but they let this
1

~job go without it, Of course, it was picked up within

about three-and-a-half minutes after it happened by

SMITH REPORTING AGEMCY (615) 267-0989
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]

| inspector action,

Q And if this particular QA program had an
effective corrective action program, and it had written
guidelines for the other criterion, and, yet, those
criterion were not being implemented, would that progranm
be in compliance or nonconpliance with Appendix é?

A Well, I don't know. Just by the sound of
it, if you have something that should be implemented and
you do not implement it, it sounds like you have not done

what you're supposed to do, that's right., You're

| supposed to implement it and you didn't, why, then, yeah,
g MR. ROBINSON: I have no further questions.

i MR. WILLIAMSON: You have anything?

i MR. REINRART: No,

' B3_BB._ROBINSQON:

Q Are there any other comments, Mr. Bass, that
you feel would be pertinent to our investigation that we
haven't discussed that you want to comment on at this
tine?

A No, I =-- I really don't, I can see that 1{f

I gave you more precise specific answers to your

' Just sorry tnat I couldn't do that, but I think, you
know, if you got precise angwers to the kinds of

questions that you're asking, you could readily, you

| questions, I could have been a lot more help to you. I'm

SMITA REPORTING AGENCY (615) 267-0989
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know, draw your conclusion one way or another. 1I'm sorry

that I couldn't give you the more precise ansvers that

]
!
{
i
i
'
|
|
i

would let you do that.

Q One final thing. You indicated that NMr.

Wegner was probably the best of the group at the word i

engineering or the --

A Writing, he's the best writer that --

Q Was --

A Uh-huh.

Q Was there a lot of very careful wording in

that letter to your knowledge?

A (Nodding head negatively.) Not to my
knowledge., But I would presume, you know, no more than
in any other. You know, you write for Admiral Rickover
for about twenty-six years as he did, who himself was a

pretty good word engineer -- that's a Rickover tern.

.Q Word engineering?
IA Right. You ought not to put any implication
in that,

DI_BB..YILLIAYEON:

Q Do you know, Mr. Bass, whether this letter,

this response to NRC went outside of TVA for review by

anyone else?

A No, not to my knowledge, huh-=huh.

BY_UR._REINDBRT:
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' not it's been done or not,

| remember there was another letter, seems like about in

Q Do you know if, let's see -- do you know or

have an avareness of yourself or anybody calling people :
in the NRC and trying to get terms defined or gain %
acceptance for the letter before it was sent or anything i
like that? i
A Not to my knowledge. If I were v:iilng it %
myself, that's what I1'd do. 1If I were writing 1t, {f it i
vere -- {f I were vriting it and I were signing it, 1 %

would certainly do that. I mean, 1 don't know whether or

Q Call the person you're going to send it to?
A You bet you. Call him, go see him, I'd call
him twice a day, 1'd read him this paragraph.

Absolutely. Hoist him right aboard all the way.

PY_BR._VILLIBYSOY:

Q You know if that was done?
A I don't know.
Q Did you have any occasion to review '

subsequent correspondence between NRC and TVA after this
letter, wherein there was a question about what vas meant

by the letter and whether it was properly responded to?

A Well, I don't remember that clearly. I do

June that tried to talk to the subject again,

And, so, there probably was something

SMITA REPORTING AGENCY (615) 267-0989
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between March 20th angd June that brought that about, but

I don't remember that letter, no. And I don't remember
the June letter very clearly as we sit here except that I;
remember there was one. g
BY_BB._REINBBRT: . %
Q And you weren't involved in the June 1etter,§
in writing --
A Well, I probably was, you know. I probably
saw it. I don't have any strong recollection of it.

MR. REINAART: Okay.
BY_BR._WILLIBMSON:
Q Mr. Bass, have I or any other NRC

representative here threatened You in any manner or

offered you any reward in retu:zn for this statement?

A No.

Q Have you given this statement freely and
voluntarily?

A Yes.

Q Is there any additional information you ’

would like to add to the record?

A No.

MR. WILLIAMSON: Okay. This interview is *

concluded at 2:10 on March 24th, 1987.

END OF INTERVIEW !
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