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From: Belkys Sosa
Sent: Monday, February 11, 2008 11:39 AM
To: Raj Anand; Michael Eudy; Rocky Foster; Mark Tonacci; George Wunder
Subject: FYI: South Texas Scoping meetings

Here is Chip's summary of the meeting FYI.- Thanks, Belkys 
 
>>> Francis Cameron 2/7/2008 12:01 PM >>> 
Mindy: 
 
I just returned from facilitating the environmental scoping meetings on the South Texas Nuclear Operating 
Company COLA and wanted to provide you with a brief summary.  In my opinion, the meetings went very well.  
They were well-attended - approximately 300 people in the afternoon and approximately 200 at the evening 
session.  The public in attendance represented a diversity of viewpoints - people in support of the application, 
armed with positive economic and other data, including statements by a local physician who attempted to 
repudiate some assertions that local cancer rates were higher because of the existing plants;  and people who 
questioned the need for the new plants, raising safety, environmental issues, including "ratepayer" issues on 
the availability of other alternatives, such as renewables and conservation.  Notable in the "anti", "concerned" 
groups, were members of a  workers cooperative from San Antonio, and several Austin-based groups such as 
Public Citizen and the Sierra Club.  Although we've heard many of these themes before, in my opinion, the 
comments at these meetings , were probably the most substantive that I've seen at a scoping meeting.  I 
highlighted some selected issues below. 
 
The staff was very well-prepared and did a great job on the presentations and in answering questions from the 
audience.  The press reports were favorable and the NPR radio show had some great quotes from Nilesh 
Chokshi, who was our senior management representative at the meeting and lead-off speaker.  There were 
some fundamental questions on the adjudicatory process (see below) and Jim Biggins of the OGC staff, who 
was at the table with the technical staff,  provided understandable and useful answers.  The public speakers 
and the audience were unfailingly courteous and the public speakers followed the meeting ground rules, 
including the time limits for length of comments.  The NRC staff, during the open house, and after the 
meetings, spent valuable time with members of the public, talking about the issues of concern, and the NRC's 
role and expertise.  Both meetings went the full three hours, as we had approximately 30 speakers at each 
session. 
 
Some notable issues: 
 
the advocacy groups were upset that the deadline for filing intervention petitions was not extended because of 
the fact that important portions of the safety analysis (related to design) were not available.  They also thought 
it unfair that the eventual standard for contentions on these portions of the application would be the late-filed 
contentions criteria.  They asked for an extension on the deadline for petitions (now February 25) and for a 
"free pass' on the contentions on the later-submitted design material.  We advised them, on the record, that 
they should submit a formal request to the Commission on these issues. 
 
the concern of the advocacy groups on the deadline for intervention was exacerbated by the fact that the basic 
design control document is only available at NRC headquarters as a hard copy and is not available 
electronically.  This was specifically raised at the evening meeting. 
 
we also received a request to hold a Cat 3 public meeting on safety-side issues and to hold environmental 
scoping meetings in Austin and San Antonio.  These are within the province of the staff to decide and the staff 
took these as comments.  Specific decisions will need to be made on these requests. 
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a retired licensed operator from the plant brought up several substantive comments at the evening session that 
were very specific on environmental and safety issues.  They are worth looking at when the transcript becomes 
available.  Although many of these comments may not be within the scope of the environmental review, and 
will not need a substantive staff response,  the staff evaluation of the safety aspects should at least consider 
the safety implications of these comments. 
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