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South Texas Project Electric Generating Station 4000 Avenue F Suite A Bay City, Texas 77414 VW

August 12,2008
ABR-AE-08000061

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
One White Flint North

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville MD 20852-2738

South Texas Project
Units 3 and 4
4 Docket Nos. 52-012 and 52-013
Response 1o Requests for Additional Information

Attached are responses to NRC staff questions included in Request for Additional Information
(RAI) letter numbers 31, 34, 39, 40, 49, 50 and 52 related to Combined License Application
(COLA) Part 2, Tier 2 Sections 2.4S and 2.5S. This submittal includes responses to the
following Question numbers:

02.04.02-3 02.04.13-1 02.05.01-12 02.05.04-9

02.04.05-7 02.04.13-4 02.05.01-13 02.05.04-10
02.04.12-5 02.04.13-8 02.05.02-11 02.05.04-11
02.04.12-17 02.04.13-9

When a change to the COLA is indicated by a question response, the change will be incorporated
into the next routine revision of the COLA following NRC acceptance of the question response.

There are no commitments in this letter.

- If you have any questions regarding the attached responses, please contact me at (361) 972-4626,
or Bill Mookhoek at (361)-972-7274.

077
NEO

STI: 32344830
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

-~

Executed on 9118.«"&'(7!206{ ‘

Gregory T. Gibson

Manager, Regulatory Affairs

South Texas Project Units 3 & 4
sab

Attachments:

Question 02.04.02-3
Question 02.04.05-7
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Director, Office of New Reactors

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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Rockville, MD 20852-2738

Regional Administrator, Region IV

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, Texas 76011-8064

Richard A. Ratliff

Bureau of Radiation Control

Texas Department of State Health Services
1100 West 49th Street

Austin, TX 78756-3189

C. M. Canady

City of Austin

Electric Utility Department
721 Barton Springs Road
Austin, TX 78704

*Steven P. Frantz, Esquire
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1111 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington D.C. 20004

*George F. Wunder
Two White Flint North
11545 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

*Raj Anand

Two White Flint North
11545 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

ABR-AE-08000061
Page 3 of 3

(electronic copy)

*George F. Wunder

*Raj Anand

Loren R. Plisco

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Brad Porlier

Steve Winn

Eddy Daniels

NRG South Texas 3/4 LLC

Jon C. Wood, Esquire
Cox Smith Matthews

J. J. Nesrsta
R. K. Temple:
Kevin Pollo
L. D. Blaylock
CPS Energy



Question 02.04.02-3 | ABR-AE-08000061
' Attachment 1
Page 1 of 10

RAI 02.04.02-3:

QUESTION:

Provide a discussion of (A) flood magnitude and timing; (B) the effect on water levels in the
power block area; and, (C) the effect of the 34 ft MSL constant water level boundary condition in
HEC-RAS simulation, if FM 521 were not to act like a barrier and flood runoff from North 1 and
2 subbasins were not lagged significantly. Provide justification for using a 6-hr PMP, rather than
using a shorter duration and more intense PMP value, to obtain a peak PMF water level in the
power block area. Specify in the FSAR, at which spot within the power block area, the peak
flooding level was simulated.

RESPONSE:
In order to provide clarity, the response to this question is provided in three parts:

RAIPart 1:  Provide a discussion of (A) flood magnitude and timing; (B) the effect on water
levels in the power block area; and, (C) the effect of the 34 ft MSL constant water
level boundary condition in HEC-RAS simulation, if FM 521 were not to act like
a barrier and flood runoft from North 1 and 2 subbasins were not lagged
significantly.

RAI Part 1 Response:

In the analysis of local probable maximum precipitation (LPMP) flooding, presented in Revision
0 of FSAR 2.4S.2 (also referred to as the COLA base case in this response), highway FM 521
was modeled as a drainage divide. It separated subbasins North1 and North2, as defined in
Revision 0 of FSAR Figure 2.4S.2-5, in the north and west sides of the STP 3 and 4 site from the
rest of the contributing drainage area of the Main Drainage Channel (MDC) (Revision 0 FSAR
Figure 2.4S.2-4). Flood flow from North1 and North2 was postulated to pass through the culvert
crossing of FMS521 at Little Robins Slough (LRS), and also spill over the road crest towards LRS
when the flood level was high. FM 521 was modeled as drainage divide that backs up flood flow
from North1 and North2 because it has a road crest elevation of 32 ft NGVD29, which is about 4
ft higher than the surrounding natural ground elevation of approximately 28 ft NGVD29. If FM
521 were not to act like a barrier, flood flow from Northl and North2 towards LRS and MDC
would be not restricted, and would potentially have a smaller lag behind the flood flow from
other contributing subbasins. Two new modeling scenarios, each representing a different
bounding level of effectiveness of FM 521 as a flow barrier, are formulated to evaluate the
impact of FM 521 on the LPMP flooding pattern as described below.

In Scenario 1, flood flow from North1 and North2 is assumed to discharge to LRS unimpeded.
This is accomplished in the HEC-HMS flood routing model (Reference 1) by assigning a

" junction element, instead of a reservoir element as in the COLA base case, at the FM 521
crossing at LRS. The conceptual model for Scenario 1 as represented in HEC-HMS is shown on
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Figure 1, while the scheme for the COLA base case presented in the FSAR is shown on Figure
2.4S.2-6 of Revision 0 of the FSAR. - '

In Scenario 2, FM 521 is assumed to be completely ineffective as a flow barrier and no longer
constitutes a drainage divide between subbasins North1/North2 and North3. Flood flow from the
northern subbasins North1, North2 and North3, now combined to form a bigger subbasin ’
North1A, would discharge to MDC at its junction with LRS. The conceptual model of Scenario.
2 as represented in HEC-HMS is shown on Figure 2.

The HEC-HMS modeling results of the two scenarios show that Scenario 1 produces a higher
flood peak at the junction of LRS and MDC (model junction “Outflow”) than Scenario 2 (at
model junction “Outflow”). This is primarily a result of the longer time of concentration
estimated for the larger subbasin North1 A, which has a longer flow path. Consequently, the
predicted flood hydrograph for Scenario 1 is used to estimate the maximum water level in the
power block area by using the HEC-RAS model previously developed for the COLA base case.

North 2 North 1
S @‘

UsS MDC4 USMDC3 US MDC2

LRS

Figlife 1 — HEC-HMS Hydrologic Diagram for Scenario 1

[



Question 02.04.02-3 o | ABR-AE-08000061
Attachment 1
Page 3 of 10

Us MDC4 Us MDC3 Us MDC2

MDC3 MDC2

Figure 2 — HEC-HMS Hydrologic Diagram for Scenario 2

(A) Flood Magnitude and Timing

The HEC-HMS results for Scenario 1 show that the peak discharge from the northern subbasins
(North1 and North2) that contributes to LRS (9,714.9 cfs) is higher and arrives earlier (5:25 hrs.
into the storm) than the peak discharge (7,690.3 cfs) and arrival time (6:25 hrs into the storm)
from the COLA base case. For Scenario 1, the predicted peak discharge at model junction

" Outflow is 11,459.6 cfs, which is about 16% higher than the peak discharge of 9852.0 cfs from
the COLA base case simulation. The arrival times of the peaks are nearly the same, 3:35 hrs and
3:40 hrs into the storm, respectively. The peak discharges and their arrival times at the subbasin
outlets for the eastern subbasins (PBE, PBW, PBN1 and PBW1) remain unchanged. The
predicted peak discharges and the corresponding flood peak arrival time for each subbasin are
shown in Table 1. A time step of 5 min is used in the HEC-HMS model simulation.

(B) Effect on Water Levels in the Power Block Area

For water level estimation, the steady-flow routing option in HEC-RAS is used. As in the COLA
base case simulation, the predicted flood hydrographs from the HEC-HMS model at each of the
subbasin outlets and junction elements are used to establish the inflow at the corresponding
model channel cross sections in the HEC-RAS model. Because the HEC-HMS flood hydrograph
at Junction Outflow peaks at 3:40 hrs into the storm, the predicted flood discharges at Junction
LRS US and at the outlet of subbasin North3 at 3:40 hrs are used to estimate the HEC-RAS

-inflow. However, for subbasins PBW, PBE, PBN1 and PBW1, the peaks of the predicted flood -

" hydrographs are conservatively used, regardless of their peak arrival times. This conservative
approach results in approximately 16% higher flow discharge (13,293.1 cfs) assigned to the
downstream-most section (West Access Road) in the HEC-RAS mode¢l than the peak flow of
11459.6 cfs at junction Outflow predicted in the HEC-HMS model. A similar approach was
used in the COLA base case simulation, where the peak flow at the downstream-most cross
section was 11,080.4 cfs. The Scenario 1 peak discharge at the downstream-most cross section

(13,293.1 cfs) is about 20% higher than the corresponding peak discharge used in the COLA
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base case. The incremental and cumulative discharges at each HEC-RAS river cross section for
Scenario 1 are shown in Table 2.

The maximum water level near the power block area is predicted to be 36.8 ft MSL for Scenario
1. This elevation is 0.2 ft higher than the flood elevation from the COLA base case. Although
the peak discharge at the outflow location is increased by about 20% for Scenario 1 compared to
that in COLA base case, the increase in the maximum flood elevation is only about 0.6%.

This maximum flood water level of 36.8 ft MSL occurs in the East Channel at the most-upstream
river station (Cross Section or CS 1690), as well as at two cross sections on the East Channel
near the Unit 3 reactor building, CS 1000 and CS 1200. The locations of the cross sections are
shown on Figure 2.4S.2-7 of the Revision 0 of the FSAR. '

It should be noted that the predicted increase in the peak water level in the power block for
Scenario 1 is the result of using conservative assumptions in establishing the conceptual model
that do not reflect the realistic flood routing characteristics in the contributing drainage area. For
instance, Scenario 1, which represents a partial breach of FM 521 near the LRS crossing, does
not account for the attenuation of the flood peaks from the northern subbasins due to the
backwater effects at the narrow FM 521 breach. Similarly, Scenario 2, which represents
complete failure of FM 521, does not account for the reduction of flood flow as a portion of the
runoff from the northern subbasins would be diverted away from the MDC and LRS without FM
521.

(C) Effect of the 34 ft MSL Constant Water Level Boundary Condition in HEC-RAS Simulation

The sensitivity of the constant water level downstream boundary condition on the upstream
water levels is discussed in Revision 0 of FSAR Subsection 2.4S.2.3.4. It indicates that the
critical flow condition exists at the West Access Road crossing when the water level downstream
is at 34 ft MSL or below. The general topography of the areas shows that there would only be
minor changes to the drainage divide and flood flow patterns downstream of the West Access
Road crossing in the hypothetical event that FM 521 would not act as a barrier. Therefore, the
34 ft MSL downstream boundary condition used in the COLA base case and Scenario 1 would
still be valid.

No COLA revision is required as a result of this Part 1 response. .
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Table 1 — STP 3 & 4 Site PMP Peak Discharges for Scenario 1
Hydrologic Drainage .Peak - Runoff
Element Arf:za Discharge Time of Peak Vo!ume
(mi”) (cfs) (in)

LRS 1.764 9707.1 26Jul2007, 05:35 31.68
LRS US 1.764 97149 26Jul2007, 05:25 31.68 .
MDC2 0.089 1428.7 26Jul2007, 03:30 | 31.68
MDC3 0.224 3588.4 26Jul2007, 03:35 . 31.68
MDC4 0.273 3937.5 26Jul2007, 03:35 31.68
North 1 1.466 7971.5 26Jul2007, 05:30 31.68
North 2 0.298 1773.1 26Jul2007, 05:15 31.68
North 3 0.177 1457.3 26Jul2007, 04:25 31.68
OutFlow 2.533 11459.6 26Jul2007, 03:40 31.68
PBE 0.089 1443.3 26Jul2007, 03:25 "31.68
PBNI1 0.319 4243.8 26Jul2007, 03:35 31.68
PBW 0.135 2304.4 26Jul2007, 03:25 31.68
PBW1 0.049 1367.7 26Jul2007, 03:10 31.68
US MDC2 0.089 14433 26Jul2007, 03:25 31.68
US MDC3 0.224 3635.2 © 26Jul2007, 03:25 31.68
US MDC4 0.273 3976.3 26Jul2007, 03:30 31.68
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Table 2 — HEC-RAS Inflow Discharges for Different Cross Sections (River Stations)
- . Downstream o Incremental . Model .
Channel Reach Sl:;:ieol;l Reach Length C;:;T::ig:g Inflow Dﬁ‘gﬁ; Comments
(ft) (cfs) (cfs)
EastChannel | EC-RI 1690 90 PBE 632.5 632.5 Upstream CS
-EastChannel | EC-RI 1600 200 90.1 722.6
EastChannel | EC-R1 1400 200 90.1 812.6
EastChannel | EC-R1 1200 200 90.1 902.7
EastChannel | EC-R1 1000 200 90.1 992.8
EastChannel | EC-R1 0800 200 90.1 1082.9
EastChannel | EC-R1 0600 200 90.1 1173.0
EastChannel | EC-R1 0400 200 90.1 1263.1
EastChannel | EC-R1 0200 100 90.1 1353.2
EastChannel | EC-RI 0150 | In-line Structure SRR L
EastChannel | EC-R1 0050 0 90.1
LRS LRS-R1 2200 200 Northl, 3099.8 3099.8 From LRS US*
LRS LRS-R1 | 2000 200 North2, 83.4 3183.2
LRS LRS-R1 1800 200 North3*® 83.4 3266.6
LRS LRS-R1 1600 200 83.4 3350.0
LRS LRS-R1 1400 200 83.4 3433.4
LRS LRS-R1 1200 200 83.4 - 3516.9
LRS LRS-R1 1000 200 83.4 3600.3
LRS LRS-R1 0800 200 83.4 3683.7
LRS LRS-R1 | 0600 200 83.4 3767.1
LRS LRS-R1 0400 200 83.4 3850.5
LRS LRS-R1 0200 -0 83.4 3933.9
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Table 2 - HEC-RAS Inflow Discharges for Different Cross Sections (River Stations)
(continued)
. Downstream o Incremental . Model .
Channel Reach Sl:;:if)l;l Reach Length C(S)::)l;:;ﬁ:g Inflow D;;Elgﬁén Comments
, (ft) (cfs)
- : (cfs)
MDC MDC-R1 | 5380 100 PBE, PBW, 1330.3 1330.3 Upstream CS
MDC MDC-R2 | 5200 200 PBN1, PBWI 144.7 2918.3 EC flow added
MDC MDC-R2 | 5000 200 - 144.7 3063.0
MDC MDC-R2 | 4800 - 200 144.7 3207.7
MDC MDC-R2 | 4600 200 144.7 33523
MDC MDC-R2 | 4400 200 144.7 3497.0
MDC MDC-R2 | 4200 200 144.7 3641.7
MDC MDC-R2 | 4000 200 144.7 3786.4
MDC MDC-R2 | 3800 200 144.7 3931.0
MDC MDC-R2 | 3600 200 144.7 4075.7
MDC MDC-R2 | 3400 0 144.7 -4220.4
MDC - MDC-R3 | 3200 200 144.7 © 6669.5 WC flow added
MDC MDC-R3 | 3000 200 144.7 6814.1
MDC MDC-R3 | 2800 200 144.7 1 6958.8 -
MDC MDC-R3 | 2600 200 144.7 7103.5
MDC MDC-R3 | 2400 200 144.7 7248.2
MDC MDC-R3 | 2200 200 144.7 7392.8
MDC MDC-R3 | 2000 200 54.4 7447.3
MDC | MDC-R3 | 1800 200 54.4 7501.7
MDC MDC-R3 | 1600 200 54.4 7556.1
MDC MDC-R3 | 1400 200 54.4 7610.5
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Table 2 - HEC-RAS Inflow Discharges for Different Cross Sections (River Stations)
(continued)
. Downstream o .. | Incremental | _.. Model |
Channel Reach Sl:;:ie(); Reach Length C(S):::;::it;:g Inflow Dﬁ‘gﬁﬁ:;n Comments
(ft) (cfs) (cfs)
MDC MDC-R3 | 1200 200 54.4 9032.7 PBWI1 flow added
MDC MDC-R3 | 1000 200 54.4 9087.1
MDC MDC-R3 | 0800 200 54.4 9141.5
MDC MDC-R3 | 0600 0 54.4 9195.9
MDC MDC-R4 | 0400 200 ~ 54.4 13184.3 LRS flow added
{1 MDC MDC-R4 | 0200 100 54.4 13238.7
MDC MDC-R4 | 0050 | In-line Structure R
MDC MDC-R4 | 0000 0 54.4 13293.1
WestChannel | WC-R1 1690 90 PBW 472.8 472.8 Upstream CS
WestChannel | WC-R1 1600 200 203.5 676.3
WestChannel | WC-R1 1400 200 203.5 879.8
WestChannel | WC-R1 1200 200 203.5 1083.4
WestChannel | WC-R1 1000 200 203.5 1286.9
WestChannel | WC-R1 0800 200 203.5 1490.4
WestChannel | WC-R1 0600 200 203.5 1693.9
WestChannel | WC-R1 0400 200 203.5 1897.4
WestChannel | WC-R1 0200 100 2100.9
WestChannel | WC-R1 0150 | In-line Structure S
WestChannel | WC-R1 0050 0 203.5 2304.4

? Inflow corresponding to 03:40 hrs into the storm
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RAIPart2: Provide justification for using a 6-hr PMP, rather than using a shorter duration
and more intense PMP value, to obtain a peak PMF water level in the power block
area.

RAI Part 2 Response:

The 6-hr PMP storm used as input to the HEC-HMS flood model is represented by PMP rainfall
depths of 5 min, 15 min, 1 hr, 2 hrs, 3 hrs and 6 hrs durations as shown in Table 2.4S.2-4 of
Revision 0 of FSAR. The effect of the more intense PMP values corresponding to shorter
duration events, down to a 5-minute duration, on the water level in the power block area have
been captured in the HEC-HMS and HEC-RAS analyses. Figure 3, which shows the distribution
of precipitation intensities and resulting runoff hydrograph for the subbasin PBN1, is provided as
an example.

No COLA revision is required as a result of this Part 2 response.

Figure 3 — Precipitation Distribution and Resulting Runoff for Subbasin PBN1
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RAI Part 3:  Specify in the FSAR, at which spot within the power block area, the peak
flooding level was simulated.

RAI Part 3 Response:

- The peak water level due to the local PMP storm event is computed on the East Channel within
the protected area boundary. The maximum water level of 36.6 ft MSL occurs between river
stations CS 1690 and CS 0050 with essentially a flat water surface elevation because of the back .
water effect from the MDC. The maximum water surface elevation would impact the safety-
related reactor building and control building. In addition, the peak water levels along the entire
West Channel are predicted to be at 36.4 ft MSL. Conservatively, it is assumed that the power
block area with its safety related facilities are subject to the same peak flood level of 36.6 ft MSL
during a local PMP event as stated in Revision 0 of FSAR Subsection 2.45.2.3.5.

First paragraph of FSAR Section 2.45.2.3.5 will be revised in the COLA as follows in response
to Part 3 of this RAI:

The HEC-RAS computer model simulation was used to estimate the maximum water
surface elevation within the STP 3 & 4 power block area. Model simulation results
showed that the maximum water surfgce elevation within the power block area was
elg@_t_gon 36. 6 fi M&jh [cvation is conservatively assumed to, atfect the entire
power block area of STP"3'?&?4 This ﬂoodmg elevation is higher than the power .t block
grade elevation and the ground floor slab elevation of the safety-related SSCs. However,
the local PMP water surface elevation is less than the flood elevation estimated from the
postulated breach of the MCR embankment, which was estimated to be at elevation 47.6
ft MSL, as discussed in Subsection 2.4S.4. Flood protection measures for the safety-
related SSCs against flooding due to the MCR embankment breach are sufficient to
provide protection against flood elevation due to the local PMP storm event.

References:

1. U.S. Army Corps of Englneers Hydrologic Englneermg Center, HEC-HMS, Hydrologic
Modeling System, Technical Reference Manual, March 2000
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RAI 02.04.05-7:
UESTION:
Provide an assessment of seismically induced seiche in the MCR.

RESPONSE:

Seiche effects in the MCR from atmospheric forcings (e.g., hurricanes) are referenced in
Subsection 2.45.5.2.6 and discussed in Subsection 2.4S.8.2.4. Seiche effects in the MCR from
seismic forcings are not considered since the failure of the MCR is a bounding case and the
design basis flood for STP 3 & 4. Failure of the MCR is discussed in Subsection 2.4S.4.

Section 2.45.5.2.6 will be revised in the COLA as follows:

Seiches are standing waves of relatively long period which occur in lakes, canals, bays,
and on the open coast. Other than the Gulf of Mexico and Matagorda Bay, there are no
large bodies of water in the immediate vicinity of the site, and seiche has not been
considered as the controlling influence for these bodies of water. Other than for floods on
the Colorado RIVCI‘ the hurricane storm surge is the dominant factor responsible for

the 'ﬂo ding at the 51te due to se1che effects from
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RAT 02.04.12-5:

QUESTION:

Provide detailed surface maps for top and bottom elevations of both Upper and Lower Shallow
Aquifers as they are needed to better understand and predict on-site groundwater flow and
pathways. Figure 2.4S.12-10 shows many piezometric wells around Units 1 and 2, but it is not
clear whether the water level data from all the wells were used for the water level contour maps
in Figure 2.4S.12-19. Please clarify.

RESPONSE:

The requested maps are attached. The maps are a geostatistical interpretation of available data
representing the top and bottom elevations of the Upper Shallow Aquifer (Geotechnical Stratum
C from FSAR 2.5S.4) and Lower Shallow Aquifer (Geotechnical Strata E and H from FSAR
2.5S.4). The tension-spline method in ESRI ArcGIS software was used to contour the available
data. The data are from the Units 1 & 2 UFSAR (reference) and the STP Units 3 & 4
geotechnical evaluation.

The Lower Shallow Aquifer includes two sand units (Geotechnical Strata E and H) separated in
places by a discontinuous clay unit (Geotechnical Stratum F from FSAR 2.5S.4). Where
encountered in borings, this clay unit has been observed with a thickness that can range from
about 0.7 feet to about 61.5 feet with an average of about 20 feet. However, the encountered
thickness at most borings is between about 10 to 30 feet. (It should be noted several borings did
not fully penetrate the unit.)

The water level contour maps in Figure 2.4S.12-19 used the data from the observation wells
drilled during the 2006 - 2007 subsurface investigation for Units 3 & 4 (the “Units 3 & 4 wells”),
because this was the only relevant data available for the two dates represented in that figure. The
other piezometers shown in Figure 2.4S.12-10 were installed more than 20 years ago. Most of
these piezometers no longer exist or relevant construction details are no longer available. The
most recent data available from these piezometers are from May 1, 2006. The earliest data
available for the “Units 3 & 4 wells” are from December 28, 2006 (Table 2.4S.12-7). These two
data sets are not contemporaneous and, as a result, cannot be combined to prepare contour maps
such as those in Figure 2.4S.12-19. Plans are underway to install additional observation wells at
the STP site to obtain hydrogeologic information in the vicinity of Kelly Lake and to reduce the
uncertainty associated with the groundwater flow paths near the MCR and site boundary.

No COLA revision is required as a result of this RAI response.
Reference:

STPEGS UFSAR Section 2.5.A-1, Appendix 2.5.A, Foundation Verification, Revision 13.
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RAI 02.04.12-17:
UESTION:

In FSAR Section 2.4S.12.3.1, “Exposure Point and Pathway Evaluation”, the applicant provides
the first discussion and lays the foundation for alternate pathways considered in FSAR Section
2.4S.13. In FSAR Section 2.4S.13.1.2, “Conceptual Model”, the applicant states “the downward
hydraulic gradient between the Upper and Lower Shallow Aquifer indicates that there is no
mechanism to lift the liquid effluent up into the Upper Shallow Aquifer.” In this foundational
section on pathways, please describe the process followed to consider and eliminate alternate
conceptual models and determine the plausible alternative pathways. When doing so, describe
and consider the effect the released liquid could have on the natural system, including thermal
buoyancy effects and chelating agents. This is related to RAI 02.04.12-1.

RESPONSE:

Consideration, acceptance, and rejection of plausible groundwater flow alternative pathways is
discussed in FSAR 2.4S.12.3.1, FSAR 2.4S.12.3.2, and FSAR 2.4S.13.1.2. The response to RAI
02.04.12-1 (hydrogeologic conceptual model development) provides a detailed description of the
process followed to develop the site conceptual model of STP Units 3 & 4. Please refer to the
above FSAR subsections and the response to RAI 02.04.12-1 for information related to
development of conceptual models, and other plausible alternative pathways. The effects of
thermal buoyancy and chelating agents identified in this RAI as potential mechanisms for
alternative pathways are discussed in this response.

FSAR Section 2.4S.12.3.1 identifies the Shallow Aquifer as the most likely hydrogeologic unit
to be impacted by an accidental liquid effluent release. The postulated accidental effluent release
described in FSAR 2.4S.13.1.2 involves a release of 29,587 gallons of low conductivity waste
(LCW) water from a LCW tank located at the Jowest elevation of the Unit 3 Radwaste Building.
The floor of the bottom elevation of the Radwaste Building is about 45 feet below grade, which
is about five feet above the bottom of the Upper Shallow Aquifer. Therefore, if a release of
heated liquid radwaste from this building occurred, the adjacent fill and Shallow Aquifer would
likely be impacted.

The excavation for the foundation of the Unit 3 Reactor Building will extend about 90 feet below
grade and into the Lower Shallow Aquifer. Backfill around this foundation and beneath adjacent
buildings within the power block whose foundations are not as deep (e.g., the Radwaste
Building) would likely create a conduit for vertical movement compared to the native aquifer
material. As discussed in FSAR Section 2.4S.12.1.3, the Lower Shallow Aquifer consists of
inter-bedded sand layers between depths of approximately 50 ft to 150 feet below ground
surface. Therefore, the fill will span the Upper zone and an estimated 40 feet of the Lower zone
of the Shallow Aquifer, effectively connecting the two zones hydraulically. Water level data
collected from observation well pairs completed in the Upper and Lower Shallow Aquifers at
Units 3 & 4 (OW-300 and -400 well series) are summarized in FSAR Table 2.4S.12-8. These
data indicate that a consistent downward vertical hydraulic gradient ranging from about 0.106 to
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0.225 exists between the two zones. This hydraulic gradient would provide the potential for
some groundwater (and contaminants) from the Upper Shallow Aquifer to move downward into
the Lower Shallow Aquifer, especially through the fill. However, the possibility of buoyancy
effects that may result from a release of heated radwaste to overcome the natural downward
hydraulic gradient is evaluated in this response as providing a plausible alternate pathway.

In a scenario involving potential buoyancy effects, the observed hydraulic conditions of the
Shallow Aquifer, the fill, and the postulated LCW release described in FSAR 2.4S.13.1.2 were
considered. FSAR Section 12.4S.12.1.4 indicates the potentiometric surface in the Upper
Shallow Aquifer is 5 to 10 feet below grade in the area of Unit 3. Data from wells OW 308U
and OW 332U summarized in FSAR Table 2.4S.12-16 indicate groundwater in this area has an
average temperature (Temp,,) of about 23.2° C (73.8°F). As postulated in FSAR Section
2.45.13.1.2, liquids released from the LCW tank would collect at the bottom of the Radwaste
‘Building, at a depth around 45 feet below grade. These liquids could be at a temperature
(Tempry) as high as 80° C (176° F). In the unlikely event that a pathway through the walls or
basement floor of the Radwaste Building developed, the higher hydraulic head within the
Shallow Aquifer would cause groundwater to flow into the building until the potentiometric level
inside and outside was equal. Consequently, the Radwaste liquid would mix with groundwater
entering the structure.

To evaluate this scenario, the dimensions of the Radwaste Building where the mixing would
occur were considered. The plan-view dimensions of the STP Unit 3 Radwaste Building are 214
feet by 124 feet, and the depth of this building below the water table is estimated to be about 35
feet assuming a depth to water table of 10 feet. Consequently, the estimated total volume of the
Radwaste Building below the water table is:

(214 ft)(124 f1)(35 ft) = 928,760 ft* or roughly 6,950,000 gallons.

It is assumed that about half of this volume is void space (i.e., unoccupied by building and/or
equipment infrastructure). So, the volume of void space in the Radwaste Building below the
water table, where the mixing could occur, is estimated to contain about:

Volumemix = (0.5) (6,950,000 gal) = 3,475,000 gallons.

There are four LCW tanks, each about 37,500 gallons in volume. Although only one tank
ruptures in the postulated accident and it is unlikely that all four LCW tanks would be full
simultaneously, to provide a conservative analysis of the potential heat transfer all four tanks are
assumed to be filled with radwaste at the maximum design temperature of 80° C. Therefore, the
heat in about 150,000 gallons of liquid radwaste would mix with the heat in the groundwater that
floods the radwaste building.

The estimated volume of liquid radwaste (Volume,) providing heat is assumed to be the total
volume of the four radwaste tanks or about 150,000 gallons, and the volumeé of ambient
groundwater (Volume,,) that can mix with the heated liquid radwaste is simply the difference
between Volumey,;x and Volume, or 3,325,000 gallons.



Question 02.04.12-17 ABR-AE-08000061
Attachment 4
Page 3 of 7

To estimate the resulting temperature of the mixing waters, a weighted average based on the

equation for heat transfer (Q = mcAT) and the First Law of Thermodynamics, is calculated using
estimated quantities and temperatures of these waters. The temperature of water in the Radwaste
Building after failure of the LCW Tank and flooding of the building with groundwater would be:

(Tempmix) = [(Tempr)(Volumery) + (Temp,w)(Volumegy)]/(Volumemix)
(Tempmix) = (80° C)(150,000 gal) + (23.2° C)(3,325,000 gal)/3,475,000 gal = 25.7° C

The difference in temperature between the mixture of spilled radwaste and groundwater in the
Radwaste Building and ambient groundwater is estimated at about: 25.7° C - 23.2°C=2.5°C.

Based on this analysis, the potential heat transfer from a release of radwaste water does not
appear to be great enough to cause buoyancy. Consequently, this scenario is rejected as a likely
alternate pathway.

A plausible alternate pathway involving chelating agents was also considered. Chelating agents,
which can occur naturally in groundwater systems in the form of organic acids, or can result
from a release of decontamination reagents, can influence the migration of radionuclides.

Decontamination reagents are used to remove activated metals and other radioactive components
primarily associated with corrosion products that are deposited as films in the reactor coolant
systems (RCS) of operating nuclear power plants. These films are periodically removed to
reduce occupational radiation exposure and improve the thermal and hydraulic performar\lce of
the cooling system.

The three principal chemical decontamination processes that are currently used to reduce the
films include the LOMI process, the CAN-DEREM process and the CITROX process (Reference
2). All of these decontamination processes use one or more chelating agents to dissolve the
oxide coatings and to complex the released radionuclides that are loosened or broken up by
strong oxidizing agents. The principal organic chelating agents in the decontamination solutions
are: citric acid-EDTA in the CAN-DEREM process, formic acid-picolinic acid in the LOMI
process, and citric acid-oxalic acid in the CITROX process (Reference 2).

The complexed radionuclides and any excess uncomplexed chelates are removed from the RCS
onto cation-, anion-, and mixed-bed ion-exchange resins. These spent resins constitute the
principal waste from the chemical decontamination process. The chelating agents would be
chemically bound to the resins. Therefore, very little of the chelates would be available to react
with liquid radwaste from the LCW tank during the postulated accident.

Because the ABWR design of STP Units 3 & 4 includes use of low-cobalt steel and injection of
zine into the RCS, it is very unlikely that chemical decontamination of the RCS will be required.
Except during the decontamination process, the normal flow of radwaste to the LCW tank and
through the ion-exchange resins does not contain chelating agents. If decontamination is
required, the process would be completed with either the permanently- installed reactor water
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cleanup (RWCU) system, or with a mobile skid-mounted treatment system. The resulting spent
resins would be managed in the Unit 3 Radwaste Building in the spent resin tank (if the RWCU
system is used) or in a high integrity container (HIC) (if a skid-mounted system is used) prior to
off-site disposal. This waste would be the primary source of chelating agents that might
influence the transport of radionuclides released to groundwater during the postulated accident.

Based upon the few studies of decontamination wastes identified in the literature, it appears that
organic chelating agents can increase radionuclide leach rates by factors of 10 to 100 (Reference
2). However, available research on the adsorption of EDTA, oxalate and citrate and their metal
complexes to soils and specific soil components, such as hydrous oxides, indicates that
adsorption can be highly pH-dependent (Reference 2). Flow-through column tests show that the
type of soil and pore water pH are important variables that combine with chelating agent
concentration to affect radionuclide adsorption. All of the chelates can undergo what is termed
“ligand-like” adsorption (i.e., adsorption of the chelates is strongest at low pH, decreases rapidly
in the neutral pH region, and can be negligible at high pH [>8]). Data summarized in FSAR
Table 2.4S.12-16 indicate the pH of groundwater in the Shallow Aquifer in the area of Units 3 &
4 is virtually neutral and ranges between 6.82 and 7.28.

Because of the more stable nature of complexes of EDTA with divalent transition metals (such

as iron, cobalt and nickel) at higher pH values, EDTA can reduce adsorption of these metals onto
soils or soil components. However, there is very good evidence for the adsorption of EDTA-
metal complexes onto soil components, particularly on iron and aluminum oxides (Reference 2)
which are abundant in alluvial soils such as those at STP. This adsorption of metal-chelate
complexes can retard, rather than enhance, the migration of radionuclides in soils and sediments.
As these complexes migrate through the aquifer from their point of release, dilution, interaction
with competing cations in the pore fluids and adsorption reactions will result in dissociation of
all but the strongest complexes. These factors make it especially difficult to predict the effects of
EDTA on radionuclide transport in soils or sediments, and it appears that the enhanced migration

of radionuclides via complexation with chelating agents may be limited to unique conditions
(Reference 2).

Conditions that promote enhanced migration over long distances in an aquifer include high
concentrations of organic chelating agents, low concentrations of competing cations, alkaline pH
values, chelating agents with slow biodegradation rates, and kinetically inert complexes
(Reference 2). The first of these conditions could be available in spent resin stored in the Unit 3
Radwaste Building prior to off-site disposal. However, should a rupture of the spent resin
storage tank occur during the postulated accident involving a spill of LCW water, the chelating
agents would be chemically bound to the resin and not readily available for reaction with
radwaste. Any chelating agents that were released would be substantially diluted by flooding of
the building that would occur if a pathway to the adjacent aquifer were completed.

Regarding the second condition, the Shallow Aquifer at the site is within the upper part of the

Beaumont Formation, consisting of inter-layered sand, silt and clay. The clays and silts of the
Shallow Aquifer can be expected to provide an abundant source of competing cation exchange
minerals.
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Regarding the third condition, alkaline pH conditions do not exist in the Shallow Aquifer, as
noted above. The existence of the remaining two listed conditions is undetermined, but their
effect likely would not outweigh the lack of high concentrations of chelating agents, abundance
of cation exchange minerals and neutral pH in the Shallow Aquifer. For these reasons, it appears
unlikely that the process of complexation of radionuclides with organic chelating agents would
significantly affect the long-distance transport of radionuclides in the STP groundwater system.

Reference 1: NUREG/CR-6758, Radionuclide-Chélating Agent Complexes in Low-Level
Radioactive Decontammatlon Waste; Stability, Adsorbtion and Transport
Potential.

The end of Section 2.4S.13.1.2 of the FSAR will be revised as follows:

Other pathways that were considered and then rejected include (1) flow through the
Upper Shallow Aquifer, (2) flow to the relief wells surrounding the MCR dike, (3)
flow in the Deep Aquifer, and (%g?the southwestward groundwater flow component on
the western side of the STP site, ) 11 > to.th oyancy effects at the
release, and (6) enhanced traj

(1) A release of liquid effluent from a ruptured LCW collector tank would flow
to the lowest point in the Radwaste Building. The lowest point in the
Radwaste Building (basement) is at the bottom of the Upper Shallow
Aquifer. This consideration coupled with the presence of structural fill
beneath the building from the Reactor Building excavation and the
downward vertical hydraulic gradient between the Upper and Lower
Shallow Aquifer indicates that iora
liquid effluent up into the Upper Shallow Aqulfer ot e

(2) Groundwater potentiometric surface maps (Figures 2.4S.12-17, 2.45.12-19,
and 2.48.12-21) indicate that Shallow Aquifer groundwater flow is from,
rather than toward, the MCR, thus precluding a transport pathway to the
MCR.

(3) Asdiscussed above, the Deep Aquifer is separated from the Shallow
Aquifer by greater than 100 ft of low hydraulic conductivity silt and clay,
and groundwater flow in the Deep aquifer within the site boundary appears
to be controlled by pumping from onsite groundwater production wells.
These factors suggest that it is unlikely that the Deep Aquifer would be a
pathway for offsite release.

(4) The westward flow component in the Shallow Aquifer may represent a
pathway from the Unit 4 Radwaste Building, however the site
potentiometric maps (Figure 2.4S.12-17) indicate that flow is southward
along the west side of the MCR and then turns back toward the southeast, on
the south side of the MCR. This results in a similar flow pattern as Pathway
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2, but with a much longer flow path distance to reach the Colorado River.
Little Robbins Slough is not considered to be a discharge point for the
Shallow Aquifer based on the potentiometric surface maps. Therefore,
considering radioactive decay and adsorption, Pathway 2 results in a more
conservative estimate of concentration at the river.
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The following new reference will be added to FSAR Section 2.4S.13:

2.4S.13 References
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RAT 02.04.13-1:

QUESTION:

In FSAR Section 2.4S.13.1, Direct Release to Groundwater, the applicant states that this section
provides a conservative analysis of accidental release and migration. The process followed to
consider, eliminate, and accept plausible alternative pathways (and conceptual models) is not
specified. For example, when during the process followed were non-isothermal or buoyancy
effects considered in the analysis of contaminant migration? Was the potential for chelating
agents (organic compounds that alter sorption) being present considered, when determining the
geochemical mobility of normally adsorbed radionuclides? This RAI is related to RAI 02.04.12-
1 which requests that the process followed to arrive at the plausible alternative pathways be
described more fully.

RESPONSE:

Consideration, acceptance, and rejection of plausible groundwater flow alternative pathways is
discussed in FSAR 2.4S5.12.3.1, FSAR 2.4S.12.3.2, and FSAR 2.4S5.13.1.2. In addition, this RAI
is related to both RAI 02.04.12-1 (hydrogeologic conceptual model development) and RAI
02.04.12-17 (thermal buoyancy and chelating agents). Please refer to these subsections as well
as the responses to these RAIs to address the concerns raised in this RAL

No COLA revision is required-as a result of this RAI response.
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RAI 02.04.13-4:

QUESTION:

In FSAR Section 2.4S.13.1.2, Conceptual Model, the applicant closes with a four-point summary
of the alternate pathways. This needs elaboration, for example, (a) Under item (1), were thermal
phenomena and buoyancy of heated water considered when making the statement “... there is no
mechanism to lift the liquid ...”? While data are not included, the waste waters may be at
elevated temperature relative to the ambient groundwater setting, and buoyancy may be a factor
to be considered. (b) Under item (2), it is not clear that the schematic diagram in FSAR Figure
2.4S.12-21 represents actual data. In which tables do the data appear? Please provide a realistic
three dimensional analysis. Complete the potentiometric surfaces of the Upper Shallow Aquifer,
i.e., show contours underlying the MCR. The potentiometric surfaces of the Lower Shallow ,
Aquifer indicate groundwater flow toward and under the MCR rather than around it. Why would
the Upper Shallow Aquifer not also present an under rather than around pathway? Explain the
reasons why the pathways presented are the most plausible, by providing the basis for them. (c)
Under item (4), the issue of under versus around appears again. In addition, was the concept of
the paleochannel raised in FSAR Section 2.4S.12.2.4.1 incorporated into the rationale when
discarding this pathway?

RESPONSE:
Each of the three issues identified above will be addressed individually:

a) Thermal buoyancy of heated water was not considered under item (1) when that statement
was made in the FSAR. However, the response to RAI 02.04.12-17 evaluates a thermal
phenomena and buoyancy scenario such as the one described in this RAI. The response to
RAI 02.04.12-17 concludes that in such a scenario, the temperature of the resulting effluent
may be only about 2°C to 3°C warmer than the ambient groundwater and as a result,
buoyancy would not likely occur.

No COLA revision is required as a result of Issue a) of this response.

b) FSAR Figure 2.4S.12-21 will be revised using groundwater levels tabulated in FSAR Table
2.4S.12-7. Stratigraphic information shown in this figure is derived from geologic logs of

test borings and observation wells drilled for the Units 3 & 4 subsurface investigation
(Reference 1).

The MCR was formed by constructing an approximately 45-foot high embankment on top
of the existing ground surface. The MCR is unlined, and the level of the water contained by
the MCR is up to 20 feet above the original grade. Groundwater levels in piezometers
completed in the Upper Shallow Aquifer at the perimeter of the MCR appear to be several
feet higher than those farther outside the perimeter. This indicates the hydrostatic head
within the MCR induces seepage through the pond bottom. '
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Table 2.4S.12-XX (attached) lists groundwaier elévations on March 1, 2003 in sets of
piezometers distributed around the perimeter of the MCR. Each set consists of three -
piezometers located on a line perpendicular to the MCR embankment. The “A” position on

this line is offset 11 feet landward from the centerline of the embankment. The “B” and “C” -

positions on the line are offset about 98 and 260 feet landward from the centerline of the
embankment, respectively.

. As shown in Table 2.4S.12-XX, the water level in the “A” position in each set of
piezometers is highest, and those in the “B” and “C” positions are progressively lower.
These data indicate that the hydraulic gradient in the Upper Shallow Aquifer beneath the
entire length of the MCR embankment decreases in the landward direction, inducing
groundwater flow outward from the MCR. This condition causes groundwater in the Upper
Shallow Aquifer flowing toward the MCR from areas up-gradient to the northwest to be
diverted and flow around rather than under the MCR.

Figure 2.4S.12-XX (attached) is a contour map of water-level elevations listed in Table
2.4S.12-XX in piezometers in the Upper Shallow Aquifer at the “A” position in each set
around the MCR embankment, and in other available piezometers throughout the site. This
map shows the piezometric surface in the Upper Shallow Aquifer beneath and in the vicinity
of the MCR, and indicates that groundwater flow is outward from the MCR along the entire
length of the embankment.

Hydrographs showing water levels in selected sets of piezometers around the MCR
embankment from January 1998 to July 2002 indicate a decreasing hydraulic gradient in the
Upper Shallow Aquifer from piezometers located in “A” positions to those at “C” positions
and a resulting groundwater flow direction outward from the MCR.

This condition is also evidenced by the fact that most of the approximately 770 relief wells
completed in the Upper Shallow Aquifer are at the toe of the embankment around the MCR.
These are “flowing” wells because the hydraulic head imposed by the water level in the
MCR induces a landward hydraulic gradient perpendicular to the embankment and
potentiometric levels in the relief wells that are higher than the nearby ground surface
elevation. The factors described above provide evidence that groundwater in the Upper
Shallow Aquifer flowing toward the MCR from areas up-gradient to the northwest is
diverted and flows around rather than under the MCR.

As discussed in FSAR Section 2.4S.12.1.3, the Lower Shallow Aquifer consists of inter-
bedded sand and clay layers between depths of approximately 50 ft to 150 feet below
ground surface. The sands within this unit are confined to semi-confined and FSAR Section
2.4S.12.2.5 discusses how the hydraulic separation between the Lower Shallow Aquifer and
the Upper Shallow Aquifer may be discontinuous in places. However, the overall hydraulic
separation between the two aquifers and the functioning relief well/sand blanket system is
believed to limit the effect the hydrostatic head within the MCR has on the piezometric
surface or flow direction in the Lower Shallow Aquifer. Observation wells are being
installed to better monitor the effects of the MCR on the Shallow Aquifer.
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For item b), the second bullet in the last paragraph of Section 2.4S.13.1.2 will be revised as
follows:

2. G

dvyuater potentiometric surface maps (Figures 2.4S.12-17, 2.4S.12-19,

XX and 2.4S.12-21) indicate that Shallow Aquifer groundwater flow is
from, rather than toward, the MCR, thus precluding a transport pathway to the
MCR.

The following paragraphs will be inserted before the last paragraph of Section 2.45.12.2.2:

¢) The concept of a paleochannel as mentioned in FSAR Section 2.4S.12.2.4.1 is discussed in
the response to RAI 02.04.12-15. This response states that there are insufficient data to
establish the existence of a preferential flow path within the Shallow Aquifer. Because the
paleochannel is not a confirmed feature, it was not specifically included in the pathway
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analysis. However, the sensitivity analysis presented in FSAR Section 2.4S.13 includes a
pathway analysis where relatively shorter travel times and distances — such as that which
would be expected to occur if a paleochannel existed — were considered.

S

No COLA revision is required as a result of Issue c) of this RAI response.
References:
1. “Geotechnical Subsurface Investigation Data Repoft Combined Operating License

Application (COLA) Project, South Texas Project (STP),” Report by MACTEC
Engineering and Consulting, Inc., April 2007.
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ble 2.4S.12-XX
Summary of Water Levels in the Upper Shallow Aquifer
on March 1, 2003
SOUTH TEXAS PROJECT - ABWR Unit 3 & 4 COL Application
- Matagorda County, Texas
Piezometers Around the Perimeter of the MCR
Bottom
Piezometer | Embankment Elevation Location on Water-Level Elevation on
_Station (ft MSL) __Embankment

130+40 -
130+40
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Piezometers Around the Perimeter of the MCR
Bottom :
Piezometer | Embankment Elevation .Location on Water-Level Elevation on -
Embankment 3/1/2003 (ft, MSL)
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Question 02.04.13-4

Piezometers Around the Perimeter of the MCR

Bottom '
Elevation
(ft, MSL)

g

Water-Level Elevation on
V3/1/20()‘3 (ft, MSL)_

Location on
’ Emba'nkbmAe’r_lt

Piezometer | Embankment
No. Station
P109: 531400
©.'531+00
| 2 531+00.
550450 ;
b B50+50° |
/550450 =
L B70436. 7)Y
© 570435
L UBT0435
71 .5090+40 | . o
590+40 . |77
590+40 | | ..~
V 610+00 <[
1610400 0 5
. B10+00°7 | 8.0
629400 - |- . -13.0.
- 620%00 0 |7 #1300 -
ST B29+00 | .i130 . |
] es2420 | 160 i
c | 852+00. 0 4160 L
1 652400, [ L1800 [

olw > |m|»|0|w|>|0|w[>|olo||o|w(> o

\

225A-02 -

Site Piezometers

274C

-20.7

435 - -31.2 - 19.97°
446A - -39.8 - 0.83°
447A - -38.6 - 8.05°

601 - -14.1 - 23.36"
602A - -16.7 - 23.40°
603B - -12.3 - 24.49°
MCR - ~+20 - ~47°

Notes:

"A" piezometer offset 11 feet landward from centerline of embankment.
"B" piezometer offset 98 feet landward from centerline of embankment.
"C" piezometer offset 260 feet landward from centerline of embankment.

* measurement on 3/10/2003
® measurement on 2/1/2003
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RAI 02.04.13-8:

QUESTION:

While the applicant describes the importance of including chain decay progeny calculations in
the dosimetric calculations, not all progeny results are presented. Describe and present the
progeny results. Include for example, M0-99 — Tc-99, Tc-99m — Tc-99, and Te-129m —
1-129.

RESPONSE:

FSAR Figure 2.4S5.13-1 shows the decay chains (including the three requested decay chains) that
were considered when analyzing the transport of radionuclides for the postulated release
described in FSAR Section 2.4S.13. FSAR Table 2.4S.13-2 provides calculations for each of
these decay chains. In accordance with Reference 2.4S.13-1, the decay chains were truncated at
the member progeny where the incremental dose from the total energy from all radiation emitted
over a 100-year period is not significant.

No COLA revision is required as a result of this RAI respbnse.
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RAI 02.04.13-9:

QUESTION:

Reconcile the following statements in the FSAR Section 2.4S.13.2: (a) “Because there are no
outdoor tanks in the LWMS that could release radioactive effluent, no accident scenario could
result in the release of effluent directly to the surface water” and (b) “A flood, such as that
caused by an MCR dike breach, could flood the Radwaste Building and potentially release
radioactive materials into the environment. A flood of this magnitude would disperse and dilute
the radionuclide concentration of a surface water spill.”

RESPONSE:

To reconcile both statements, the first paragraph of FSAR Section 2 45.13.2 will be revised as
follows: .

The de51gn of the Liquid Radioactive Waste System (LWMS) for STP 3 & 4 as

Seismic Category I walls> and basemat of su ﬁc1ént dimensions to contain all liquid
radwaste Because - There are no outdoor tanks i in t the LWMS that could release
; g
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RAI 02.05.01-12:

QUESTION:

In Section 2.5S.1.2.4.3, you concluded that “there was no observed surface expression of this
growth fault to suggest that it has been active since the deposition of the late Pleistocene
Beaumont Formation.” This conclusion depends on an estimate of the age of the geomorphic

“surface in the site area and of the rate of erosion of a scarp. How old is the surface in the site ,
area? Please describe over what period of time, fault scarps of various heights can be preserved
(such as 0.5 m and 1.0 m).

RESPONSE:
There are two issues identified within this RAI question, which can be summarized as:
1. How old is the surface in the site area?

2. Please describe over what period of time, fault scarps of various heights can be preserved
(such as 0.5 m and 1.0 m).

Each of these issues will be addressed individually.
Issue 1

The geomorphic surface within the STP 3 & 4 site area is the informal Bay City valley fill
subdivision of the Beaumont Formation (Reference 1) (Figure 2.5S.1-14). The Bay City valley
fill is a highly heterogeneous fluvial-deltaic deposit that is composed of sands, silts, clays and
estuarine muds (Reference 1). Based on thermoluminescence dating, Blum and Aslan
(Reference 1) estimate that the Bay City fill was deposited between approximately 100,000 to
150,000 years ago. :

No COLA revision is required as a result of Issue 1 of this RAI response. |

Issue 2

As discussed in Subsection 2.55.1.2.4.2, surface deformation associated with Quaternary-active
growth faults in the greater site area is characterized by broad monoclinal folding and flexure
extending on the order of several kilometers along the strike of the growth faults (Reference 2).
Within the greater site area, this type of monoclinal folding warps the Beaumont Formation
surface and has produced a gentle but distinct change in surface gradient where folding has
steepened the Beaumont surface. This geomorphic expression should not be described as a scarp
because there is no discrete break or offset in the land surface.
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The question in issue 2 is essentially how long can the observable change in surface gradient
across these low-relief monoclinal folds be preserved. The topographic profiles across growth
faults discussed in Subsection 2.5S.1.2.4.2 show slopes for the steepened limb of the monoclinal
fold of approximately 0.3° to 0.7° (equivalent to several feet of warping in the Beaumont
Formation occurring over hundreds of horizontal feet), in contrast to the approximately 0.03°
regional slope of the Beaumont Formation (Reference 3).. The amplitude of the folding shown in
Figure 2.5S.1-46 is extremely low despite the pronounced appearance of the folding in the
Beaumont surface because of the over 100 times vertical exaggeration used in the figure.

Due to a lack of detailed information on erosion rates and erodability of materials within the site
area (e.g., Reference 4), it is not possible to confidently state the maximum or total time
monoclinal folding from growth faulting will persist as a geomorphic feature on the landscape.
However, available observations within the greater site vicinity and throughout the coastal plain
provide some broad constraints on the minimum amount of time low-relief geomorphic features
persist within the greater site area. These observations are described below, and they lead to the
conclusion that monoclinal folds in the Beaumont Formation, like those associated with fault
GMO, are capable of persisting as modest, local increases in surface slope for tens of thousands
to hundreds of thousands of ye'a‘rs. The implication of this conclusion is that a geomorphic
surface free of monoclinal folding within the site area can be precluded from having experienced
any surface deformation related to growth faulting at least since the deposition of the surface
(i.e., approximately 100,000 years for the youngest unit of the Beaumont Formation (Reference

1)).

The monoclinal flexures associated with growth faults could be removed by either: (1)
deposition