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Purpose of this meetingPurpose of this meeting

Describe the NRC review process for the 
Plant Vogtle combined license application

Discuss safety and environmental review 
schedules

Answer questions on the application 
process
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Ongoing NRC Reviews 
at the Vogtle Site

Early Site Permit Application for Proposed Units 3 & 4
Public Outreach Meeting – May 11, 2006

Environmental Scoping Meeting – October 19, 2006

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Comment Meeting – October 4, 2007 

License Renewal Application for Existing Units 1 & 2
Environmental Scoping Meeting – September 27, 2007

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Comment Meeting – June 3, 2008 

Combined License Application for Construction and Operation of Proposed 
Units 3 & 4

Public Outreach Meeting – July 17, 2008
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Combined License Application Review Combined License Application Review 
and Construction Inspectionand Construction Inspection

Christian Araguas, Lead Project Manager
- Overall Combined License Application Review

Mark Notich, Lead Project Manager
- Environmental Review

Robert Lukes, Team Leader
- Construction Inspection Program
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Background

Vogtle Early Site Permit (ESP) Application

Submitted by SNC on August 15, 2006

An NRC decision that ensures that the proposed site is suitable for 
construction and operation of a nuclear power plant

Current schedule is for NRC to make its determination for issuance of 
the permit at the end of 2009
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Background

Limited Work Authorization (LWA) Request

Submitted by SNC on August 16, 2007

Current schedule is for NRC to make its determination for issuance of 
the permit at the end of 2009

Request is for approval of placement/construction of:
Engineered Backfill

Retaining Walls

Lean Concrete Backfill

Mudmats

Waterproof Membrane

Formwork for the nuclear island base slab

Reinforcing steel and embedments for the nuclear island base slab
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Background

LWA:

An authorization issued by the Director of the Office of New Reactors, 
under 10 CFR 50.10(e), to perform certain construction activities limited 
by § 50.10(d)(1):

Driving of piles, compaction of soils, placement of backfill, installation of mud 
mats, permanent retaining walls, installation of foundation (rebar and base 
mat)

Provides applicants for a combined license (COL) or early site permit 
with an opportunity to begin limited construction activities before 
issuance of a COL
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Background

An applicant for an LWA must describe the activities that the 
applicant requests approval to perform and submit:

Safety analysis demonstrating that the requested activities will be 
conducted in compliance with the applicable regulations + ITAAC. The 
foundation analysis should include the design of supported structures.  

Environmental report addressing the impacts of requested activities.  

Plan for redress of activities performed under the LWA, if COL denied

The NRC staff will issue an FSER and FEIS on the requested 
activities and a Licensing Board will conduct a hearing and issue 
findings on the LWA request.  If the request is acceptable, the 
director issues an LWA that specifies the activities that the holder is 
authorized to perform 



9

Authorization from the NRC to construct 
and operate a nuclear power plant at a 
specific site, with conditions, and in 
accordance with law and regulations

Southern Nuclear Operating Company 
submitted an application for a combined 
license for Vogtle Electric Generating 
Plant, Units 3 and 4 on March 31, 2008

Combined License (COL)Combined License (COL)
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Combined License Application Combined License Application 
Review ProcessReview Process

Safety
Review

ACRS
Report

Final
EIS

Safety
Evaluation

Report

Draft
EIS

Environmental
Review

Documents
Available
To Public

Combined
License

Application

Commission
Decision on
Application

Public 
Participation

Comments 
on Draft

Hearing 
Notice Hearing

ACRS 
Meeting



11

Safety ReviewSafety Review

Ensure facility will be constructed and operated safely by 

reviewing:
Site suitability – Part of early site permit review

Design of facility – Part of design certification review

Quality assurance

Security plan (coordinated with Dept. of Homeland Security)

Emergency preparedness (with Federal Emergency Management Agency - FEMA) –

Part of early site permit review

Operator training

Applicant’s process for verifying that the nuclear plant will be built as designed and 

operated in accordance with NRC regulations

Clearly document our safety findings

Maintain an open and transparent process
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Opportunities for Opportunities for 
Public ParticipationPublic Participation

Obtain information at www.nrc.gov 
- NRC processes and how to participate
- Publicly available information about the 

license application
Meetings between the NRC and the applicant
Comment on environmental review
Participate in Advisory Committee on Reactor 
Safeguards meetings
Participate in the hearing process
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The Hearing ProcessThe Hearing Process

NRC issues a Notice of Hearing in the Federal Register, 
which offers an opportunity for the public to participate in 
the hearing as a party (called “intervention”)
A request (petition) to intervene must be filed within 60 
days of the date of the Notice
The requestor must state his or her interest that may be 
affected by granting the license, and at least one 
acceptable dispute with the application 
Three judges (Atomic Safety and Licensing Board (ASLB)) 
will decide whether to grant intervention and conduct the 
hearing
A person who did not seek to intervene or was not granted 
intervention may make a statement to the Board, although 
this statement is not evidence in the hearing
Regulations governing intervention are in 10 C.F.R. 2.309
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National Environmental Policy National Environmental Policy 
Act Act 

NEPA requires Federal agencies to use a 

systematic approach to consider environmental 

impacts

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is 

required for issuing a combined license (COL) 

Commission has determined that combined 

license (COL) applications referencing an Early 

Site Permit (ESP) will require a supplement to the 

ESP EIS
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Vogtle Units 3 and 4 Vogtle Units 3 and 4 
Environmental ReviewEnvironmental Review

Prepare Supplemental Environmental Impact 

Statement (SEIS) for Vogtle, Units 3 and 4 COL 

application

Supplemental EIS Scope
- Tier off the Environmental Impact Statement for Vogtle 

Early Site Permit (ESP EIS),

- Resolved ESP EIS issues will not be re-evaluated 

unless new and significant information present.
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Environmental Review ProcessEnvironmental Review Process

Application
Submitted

March 31, 2008

Notice of Intent
July 2008

Environmental Review
Site Visit

August 11, 2008

Requests for Additional
Information (RAIs)

Draft SEIS 
Issued

April 2009

Comments
On Draft EIS

Hearing
Agency

Decision on
Application

Safety Review

Final SEIS
Issued

January 2010
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Environmental Review Team Environmental Review Team 
ExpertiseExpertise

Radiation
Protection

Terrestrial
Ecology

Atmospheric Science

Socioeconomics/
Environmental Justice

Land Use

Archaeology/Cultural Resources
Hydrology

Aquatic
Ecology

Water
Quality
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Quality
Assurance Engineering 

Program

Inspection,
Tests, Analyses, and
Acceptance Criteria

Vendor 
Inspections

NRC 
Construction 

Inspection 
Program

Operational
Program

Inspections
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ITAACITAAC

ITAAC means Inspections, Tests, Analyses, and 
Acceptance Criteria.

ITAAC are the means by which the licensee 
demonstrates, and the NRC confirms, that the 
plant was built properly.

Prior to plant operation all acceptance criteria 
must be met.

Provides an opportunity for separate hearing 
based on whether acceptance criteria are met.
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Additional InformationAdditional Information

Agency Points of Contacts
- Mark Notich, Sr. Environmental Project Manager
- (800) 368-5642 ext. 3053
- Christian Araguas, Lead/Safety Project Manager
- (800) 368-5642 ext. 3637
- Robert Lukes, Team Leader, Construction Inspection 

Program
- (800) 368-5642 ext. 4025

Documents viewed at:
- Burke County Library, Waynesboro, GA

NRC website: www.nrc.gov/reactors/new-
licensing/col/vogtle.html
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