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Date of call: July 24, 2008

The purpose of the conference call is to discuss the status of Oregon’s Agreement State
Program, and to review the status of the recommendations from the August 2006, IMPEP
Review.

The Radiation Protection Services (RPS) has two programs: the Radioactive Materials
Licensing (RML), Emergency Preparedness, and Tanning Program and the Electronic Products
Program. Each program is headed by a Program Manager: Field Operations Manager and
Licensing Manager.

Discussion ltems

Recommendations from the August 2006, IMPEP Review:

1. The review team recommends that the State place greater emphasis on providing
sufficient detail in inspection reports to allow Section management and staff to
understand the technical basis for inspection findings. (Section 2.1)

Status: Management reinforced the expectation that all inspection reports need to
provide a consistent level of detail to justify inspection findings. On an individual basis,
the Field Operations Manager consults with each inspector, reviews their written reports,
and provides direction concerning any needed improvements.

Also, during supervisory accompaniments, the Field Operations Manager evaluates
inspections on site, and compares the reports submitted to ensure accuracy and a
consistent level of detail for each accompanied inspector. Violations are documented on
an Oregon Form 591. Since January 2008, an NRC Form 591 cover memo is being
provided to each licensee at the conclusion of the inspection, with a copy also filed in the
inspection file.
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RPS staff members have attended NRC courses and other relevant classes to enhance
their inspection knowledge and skills, the courses included Root Cause Report
Evaluation and Radiation Safety Officer (RSO) courses. All of the inspectors have
completed the NRC Transportation of Radioactive Materials (H-308) course. The
Oregon RPS Section provided the host site for this NRC course in Portland to train all
inspection staff. (Oregon RPS is also willing to be a host site for the MARSSIM course
in the future.)

Oregon is continuing its efforts to cross train staff as well. Senior materials inspectors
are training newer x-ray staff as back-up in order to ensure that additional qualified staff
is available to perform materials inspections if needed.

2. The review team recommends that the State ensure that radioactive materials inspectors
are accompanied by supervisors, at least annually, to promote quality and consistency in
the inspection program. (Section 2.1)

Status: RPS management performed inspector accompaniments with all of the
inspectors several times in 2007. For most of these accompaniments, the NRC'’s
“‘Appendix B: Inspector Accompaniment Guidance Form” was used to promote quality,
consistency, and uniformity in the inspection program.

To address the inspector accompaniment qualification issue, the Field Operations
Manager has completed NRC’s Root Cause Report Evaluation and Inspection
Procedures courses, and an RSO/Hazmat course. He has also completed a 40-hour
RSO course at Reed College.

The Section’s medical physicist participates on select inspection accompaniments as a
qualified physicist and member of the RPS management team. In addition, the
Licensing Manager audits inspection reports and plans to review the Field Operations
Manager’s Inspector Accompaniment Guidance Forms.

Beginning in July 2008, the RPS Section Manager will also perform Inspector
accompaniments as a qualified health physicist to ensure that at least one annual
inspector accompaniment is completed with each inspector.

3. The review team recommends that the State take measures to ensure proper
documentation and appropriate response, review, enforcement, and follow up of all
radioactive materials incidents. (Section 2.3)

Status: RPS has consolidated all incident records into a central file (Master Incident
Binder). As each incident unfolds, all real-time incident information is documented and
placed in the binder.

The RPS Incident database has also been updated to record chronological event
information for better data retrieval. The Information Technology group has added a
feature to visually alert inspectors in the RML database that a licensed facility has had
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an incident since the last inspection (with reference incident number(s) included). A
cross-reference sheet for each licensee incident is also being filed with the license.
Three RML program related staff members attended the July 17, 2008, NMED/SA-300
Course in Nevada. This training will ensure comprehensive staff knowledge in reporting
all mandated NRC radioactive material incidents per SA-300 requirements. Oregon
also continues to review the proper documentation of incidents every month.

Other Status Update

Oregon’s Advisory Committee unanimously approved the use of civil penalties in the program’s
enforcement process during a recent meeting. The civil penalties will be incorporated in the
next cycle of rules that are promulgated.

If you have any questions, please contact Linda McLean at 817-860-8116 or by E-mail
Linda.MclLean@nrc.gov.

/RA/
Linda McLean
State Agreements Officer
Region IV

CcC:
Terry D. Lindsey, Director, Oregon
terry.d.lindsey@state.or.us
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