
 
August 14, 2008 

 
 
 
 
Mr. Dennis Ray Finch 
104 Cardinal Drive 
Taylors, South Carolina 29687 
 
Dear Mr. Finch: 
 
I am responding to your emails dated July 14 and August 4, 2008, in which you explain your 
design for a cascading radiological confinement system that results in fewer air changes and the 
generation of less radioactive waste.  You provided your design to us for consideration. 
 
The mission of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is to ensure adequate 
protection of public health and safety and the scope of our responsibility includes regulating 
commercial nuclear power plants, nuclear fuel cycle facilities, and the disposal of radioactive 
materials and wastes.  The NRC neither operates these facilities nor issues design patents for 
the facilities engaged in these activities; therefore, we are unable to provide feedback on your 
design. 
 
It appears that your "design practice" could be considered proprietary.  NRC regulations require 
that documents submitted to the agency be made publicly available unless a qualifying basis for 
withholding is provided.  If you desire that your paper not be made publicly available, please 
provide an affidavit requesting that the document be withheld from public disclosure in 
compliance with the criteria in the applicable regulatory requirements of 10 CFR 2.390.  The 
agency will review any information you provide and determine whether there is an adequate 
basis to withhold it from public disclosure. 
 
If we do not hear from you within 15 days from the date of this letter, your paper will be made 
publicly available in our Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS).  
In the alternative, you may request to withdraw your document within the 15 days, in which case 
we will not maintain a record of it in our system.  You should understand that while the NRC is in 
possession of the document, the agency may have cause to review it for a public disclosure 
determination, for example, if the scope of a Freedom of Information Act request includes your 
information.  In such situations, the NRC normally notifies the submitter in advance of any public 
disclosure and provides an opportunity to object to release of the document. 
 
I trust this response clarifies our role in the regulation of nuclear materials.   
 

Sincerely, 
       
      /RA by GPangburn/ 
       
       
      Charles L. Miller, Office Director 
      Office of Federal and State Materials 
        and Environmental Management Programs 
 
 
 

 
 
 



August 14, 2008 
 
Mr. Dennis Ray Finch 
104 Cardinal Drive 
Taylors, South Carolina 29687 
 
Dear Mr. Finch: 
 
I am responding to your email dated July 14 and August 4, 2008, in which you explain your 
design for a cascading radiological confinement system that results in fewer air changes and the 
generation of less radioactive waste.  You provided your design to us for consideration.  
 
The mission of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is to ensure adequate 
protection of public health and safety and the scope of our responsibility includes regulating 
commercial nuclear power plants, nuclear fuel cycle facilities, and the disposal of radioactive 
materials and wastes.  The NRC neither operates these facilities nor issues design patents for 
the facilities engaged in these activities; therefore, we are unable to provide feedback on your 
design. 
 
It appears that your "design practice" could be considered proprietary.  NRC regulations require 
that documents submitted to the agency be made publicly available unless a qualifying basis for 
withholding is provided.  If you desire that your paper not be made publicly available, please 
provide an affidavit requesting that the document be withheld from public disclosure in 
compliance with the criteria in the applicable regulatory requirements of 10 CFR 2.390.  The 
agency will review any information you provide and determine whether there is an adequate 
basis to withhold it from public disclosure. 
 
If we do not hear from you within 15 days from the date of this letter, your paper will be made 
publicly available in our Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS).  
In the alternative, you may request to withdraw your document within the 15 days, in which case 
we will not maintain a record of it in our system.  You should understand that while the NRC is in 
possession of the document, the agency may have cause to review it for a public disclosure 
determination, for example, if the scope of a Freedom of Information Act request includes your 
information.  In such situations, the NRC normally notifies the submitter in advance of any public 
disclosure and provides an opportunity to object to release of the document. 
 
I trust this response clarifies our role in the regulation of nuclear materials.   
 

Sincerely, 
       
      /RA by GPangburn/ 
       
      Charles L. Miller, Office Director 
      Office of Federal and State Materials 
        and Environmental Management Programs 
 
DISTRIBUTION:  G20080490/LTR-08-0387/EDATS: SECY-2008-0416 and LTR-08-0420 
FSME r/f RidsFSMEOd  RidsSecyCorrespondence  EDO r/f 
DWMEP r/f Rids EdoMailCenter BFleming 
     ML082140324 
OFFICE DWMEP:PM DWMEP:BC DWMEP:LA DWMEP:DD 
NAME PSwain ABradford AWalker-Smith PBubar 
DATE 08/06/2008 08/05/2008 08/06/2008 08/06/2008 
OFFICE DWMEP:  D  Tech Ed FSME:  D 
NAME PBubar for LCamper  PTressler CMiller (G.Pangburn for) 
DATE 08/06/2008 08/14/2008 08/14/2008 
   OFFICIAL RECORD COPY 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 450
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for compliance with 10CFR1, Appendix A.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


