
 
July 31, 2008 

 
 
Ms. Laura Watchempino 
Haaku Water Office  
P.O. Box 309 
Acoma, NM  87034 
 
SUBJECT: PUEBLO OF ACOMA COMMENTS ON ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

RELATED TO THE ISSUANCE OF A LICENSE AMENDMENT FOR 
CONSTRUCTION OF A THIRD EVAPORATION POND, HOMESTAKE MINING 
COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA, GRANTS, NEW MEXICO PROJECT, MATERIALS 
LICENSE SUA-1471 

 
Dear Ms. Watchempino: 
 
This letter responds to your July 24, 2008, email, transmitting additional comments on the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC’s) “Environmental Assessment related to the Issuance 
of a License Amendment for Construction of a Third Evaporation Pond, Homestake Mining 
Company of California (HMC), Grants New Mexico Project.” 
 
We acknowledge your desire for continued consultation on NRC’s environmental assessment 
(EA) regarding HMC’s license amendment request for construction and operation of a third 
evaporation pond (EP3).  However, as John Buckley indicated during the public meeting in 
Grants, New Mexico, on July 15, 2008, the consultation period for the EP3 license amendment 
request has closed.  NRC has been consulting with the Pueblo of Acoma (Acoma) on the EP3 
license amendment for more than 12 months and has addressed Acoma comments on two 
occasions, one of which was after the close of the consultation period.  The NRC has an 
obligation to process licensing actions in a timely manner and HMC has met the regulatory 
requirements associated with its EP3 amendment request.  Therefore, the staff declines 
Acoma’s request for further consultation. 
 
Your comments of July 24, 2008, address four issues that NRC and Acoma have previously 
discussed.  NRC believes that it has adequately considered your issues in the final EA.  With 
regard to the Rio San Jose, data from one stream gage is not adequate to substantiate your 
claim that the Rio San Jose is a perennial stream.  However, since construction and operation of 
EP3 will not have any impact on the Rio San Jose, the conclusions of the EA would not change, 
regardless of whether the Rio San Jose is described as an ephemeral stream or a perennial 
stream in Section 3.4 of the EA. 
 
The NRC continues to believe that the positive impacts of controlling the contaminated 
groundwater plume at the HMC site outweigh the negative impact of increased pumping from the 
San Andres aquifer and a discussion of recharge rates and water level is not necessary to 
support this conclusion.  This additional pumping is already allowed by State of New Mexico 
Permit Nos. 1605 and B-28, and thus, the pumping can occur with, or without, NRC approval.  It 
is not possible for NRC to guarantee that HMC’s reclamation plan will ultimately be successful.  
However, we do believe that EP3 will allow HMC to more effectively control the spread of 
contamination from the site.   
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Your email states that neither HMC nor NRC has discussed the potential for impoundment 
leakage due to flooding.  Please note, that on page 19 of the draft EA, it states that EP3 is 
designed to withstand the maximum probable flood.  HMC’s design report for EP3 is publicly 
available for review at ADAMS No. ML063050641. 
 
Acoma raised the issue of its water quality standards in a letter to NRC dated June 4, 2007.  The 
NRC previously consulted with Acoma on the water quality standards and provided a response 
to your comments on page 31 of the EA. 
 
NRC will continue to consult with Acoma on future licensing actions.  If you have any questions 
regarding this letter or the enclosure, please contact John Buckley at (301) 415-6607, or by e-
mail at john.buckley@nrc.gov. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
      /RA/ 
 
 
      Rebecca Tadesse, Acting Deputy Director 
      Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery 
        Licensing Directorate 
      Division of Waste Management 
        and Environmental Protection 
 
 
Docket No.:  40-8903 
License No.:  SUA-1471 
 
cc:  Homestake Distribution List
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