July 31, 2008

Ms. Laura Watchempino
Haaku Water Office
P.O. Box 309

Acoma, NM 87034

SUBJECT: PUEBLO OF ACOMA COMMENTS ON ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
RELATED TO THE ISSUANCE OF A LICENSE AMENDMENT FOR
CONSTRUCTION OF A THIRD EVAPORATION POND, HOMESTAKE MINING
COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA, GRANTS, NEW MEXICO PROJECT, MATERIALS
LICENSE SUA-1471

Dear Ms. Watchempino:

This letter responds to your July 24, 2008, email, transmitting additional comments on the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC’s) “Environmental Assessment related to the Issuance
of a License Amendment for Construction of a Third Evaporation Pond, Homestake Mining
Company of California (HMC), Grants New Mexico Project.”

We acknowledge your desire for continued consultation on NRC’s environmental assessment
(EA) regarding HMC’s license amendment request for construction and operation of a third
evaporation pond (EP3). However, as John Buckley indicated during the public meeting in
Grants, New Mexico, on July 15, 2008, the consultation period for the EP3 license amendment
request has closed. NRC has been consulting with the Pueblo of Acoma (Acoma) on the EP3
license amendment for more than 12 months and has addressed Acoma comments on two
occasions, one of which was after the close of the consultation period. The NRC has an
obligation to process licensing actions in a timely manner and HMC has met the regulatory
requirements associated with its EP3 amendment request. Therefore, the staff declines
Acoma’s request for further consultation.

Your comments of July 24, 2008, address four issues that NRC and Acoma have previously
discussed. NRC believes that it has adequately considered your issues in the final EA. With
regard to the Rio San Jose, data from one stream gage is not adequate to substantiate your
claim that the Rio San Jose is a perennial stream. However, since construction and operation of
EP3 will not have any impact on the Rio San Jose, the conclusions of the EA would not change,
regardless of whether the Rio San Jose is described as an ephemeral stream or a perennial
stream in Section 3.4 of the EA.

The NRC continues to believe that the positive impacts of controlling the contaminated
groundwater plume at the HMC site outweigh the negative impact of increased pumping from the
San Andres aquifer and a discussion of recharge rates and water level is not necessary to
support this conclusion. This additional pumping is already allowed by State of New Mexico
Permit Nos. 1605 and B-28, and thus, the pumping can occur with, or without, NRC approval. It
is not possible for NRC to guarantee that HMC’s reclamation plan will ultimately be successful.
However, we do believe that EP3 will allow HMC to more effectively control the spread of
contamination from the site.
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Your email states that neither HMC nor NRC has discussed the potential for impoundment
leakage due to flooding. Please note, that on page 19 of the draft EA, it states that EP3 is
designed to withstand the maximum probable flood. HMC’s design report for EP3 is publicly
available for review at ADAMS No. ML063050641.

Acoma raised the issue of its water quality standards in a letter to NRC dated June 4, 2007. The
NRC previously consulted with Acoma on the water quality standards and provided a response
to your comments on page 31 of the EA.

NRC will continue to consult with Acoma on future licensing actions. If you have any questions
regarding this letter or the enclosure, please contact John Buckley at (301) 415-6607, or by e-
mail at john.buckley@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Rebecca Tadesse, Acting Deputy Director
Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery
Licensing Directorate
Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection

Docket No.: 40-8903
License No.: SUA-1471

cc: Homestake Distribution List



L. Watchempino 2

Your email states that neither HMC nor NRC has discussed the potential for impoundment
leakage due to flooding. Please note, that on page 19 of the draft EA, it states that EP3 is
designed to withstand the maximum probable flood. HMC’s design report for EP3 is publicly
available for review at ADAMS No. ML063050641.

Acoma raised the issue of its water quality standards in a letter to NRC dated June 4, 2007. The
NRC previously consulted with Acoma on the water quality standards and provided a response
to your comments on page 31 of the EA.

NRC will continue to consult with Acoma on future licensing actions. If you have any questions
regarding this letter or the enclosure, please contact John Buckley at (301) 415-6607, or by e-
mail at john.buckley@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Rebecca Tadesse, Acting Deputy Director
Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery
Licensing Directorate
Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection

Docket No.: 40-8903
License No.: SUA-1471

cc: Homestake Distribution List

ML082130533
Office DWMEP DWMEP DWMEP DWMEP
Name JBuckley SMichonski DScmidt for RTadesse for
APersinko KMcConnell
Date 07/31/08 07/31/08 7/31/08 7/31/08

OFFICIAL RECORD COPY





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


