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NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION (NRC) ADJUDICATIONS STAFF

BEFORE THE COMMISSIONFERS)
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ENERGYSOLUTIONS and No. 11005710 (export)

(Radioactive waste import/export
licenses for Italian waste)
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July 21, 2008

RESPONSE TO EnergySolutions’ RESPONSE to REQUEST FOR HEARING

Our organizations have members who live, work and recreate in vicinity of the EnergySolutions
radioactive waste processing facilities in Tennessee and/or along the transport routes from the
Port of New Orleans and along routes from EnergySolutions sites that radioactive waste and/or
processed radioactive materials will travel. We also have members who live near and/or on route
to some of the solid waste landfills that would receive radioactive waste released from reguiatory
controls at the EnergySolutions sites.

Our organizations and members have clear and vital heaith, economic and environmental
interests that would be affected by approval of the EnergySolutions import/export licenses.

Bringing in nuciear waste from Italy will inevitably increase the amount of radioactivity released
into the environment and available to expose those in proximity and downwind and downstream.
The NRC relies on the LNT Linear no threshold theory that any additional amount of radiation
increases risks tc the recipient. The amount of risk from radiation exposure was raised in the last
National Academy of Sciences BEIR Vi report from 2005. (page 500 prepub copy)

Increasing the amount of waste coming in puts us at increased risk and the risks are
unnecessary. Denying the licenses protects us from that risk. The risk it to health and property.
Contaminated property values and values along radioactive transport routes can decrease.

In requesting a hearing we seek to gain and share information on how import/export licenses
would affect our organizations’ and individual members' health and financial interests.

To clarify these interests we are providing declarations of 2 individuals who are also members of

our groups who reside near the Memphis and Oak Ridge/Kingston EnergySolutions facilities who
have requested the hearing. We are also refer to documentation and reference from the Ports of

TEmPlaJLL=sec1-037 DS03



New Orleans and Charleston’ which had been entered into the record raising concerns about
whether the ports can or are willing to accept the radioactive waste from ltaly based on insurance
concerns. The State of Utah has provided documentation indicating that there is no final disposal
facility that may accept the waste after it is processed in Tennessee because both Utah and the
Northwest Compact have refused to accept the waste into their region and have the authority to
do so. Thus, 10 CFR 110.43 (d) is not satisfied.

In addition to the declarations, we have one hearing requester (Tom Clements, Friends of the
Earth) who lives approximately one mile of I-26, the obvious route ~2¢, the obvious route from
Charleston to Tennessee. Nuclear Watch South has at least one member in Asheville near 1-40
mermbers who live in Columbia, SC, again near {-26.

A hearing at which our concerned potentially affected parties and EnergySolutions participate will
help clarify how our interests would be affected and seek to answer as-yet- unanswered
questions or point our areas where answers are simply not known. This will help NRC make its
decision on public health and safety, common defense and security and the consequences of
lack of final disposal capacity. A hearing would help identify how the license would affect those
issues and the interests of those requesting the hearing including public health and safety, quality
of life, economic and financial impacts, property values, security, and safety.

We maintain that the NRC is not charged with protecting the financial viability of any waste
disposal and processing company, especially the one with a near- monopoly on “low-level”
radioactive waste services in the country. EnergySolutions states that “There is a global
marketplace for nuclear services, including waste processing and disposal services, and the
viability of U.S. commercial disposal companies is significantly enhanced by participation in this
global market. Significant delay in the issuance of this routine import license could establish a
climate of regulatory uncertainty that would be detrimentai to the viability of the commercial LLRW
disposal industry in this country.” This has nothing to do with the import at hand as nobody is
pushing in this instance to close the disposal site.

We ask that a hearing be held and the licenses be denied.

Nuclear Information and Resource Service

Diane D'Arrigo, Radioactive Waste Project Director
6930 Carroll Ave #340

Takoma Park, MD 20912

301 2706477 x 16

"ima message from June 3, 2008 to Tom Clements in which he asked if they had submitted comments 1o
the NRC on the Italiar waste import issue:

"The South Carolina State Ports Authority has not submitted comments on this matter as we have nuclear
exclusions on all of our insurance policies and therefore do not handle such shipments at our public marine
terminals in Charleston.”

Byron D. Miller

Director, Public Relations

S.C. State Ports Authority

Phowne: 843-577-8197

E-mail: bmiller@scspa.com



dianed@nirs.org

Tennessee Environmental Council
John McFadden, Executive Director
One Vantage Way, Suite D-105
Nashville, TN 37228

615-248-6500

john@tectn.org

Citizens to ENDIT (End Nuclear Dumping In Tennessee)
Kathieen Ferris, Co-Founder
Murfreesboro, TN

k.r ferris@comcast.net

Tennessee Conservation Voters
Chris Ford, Executive Director
2021 21st Ave. So., Ste. 431
Nashville, TN 37212
615-269-9090
cford@tnconservationvoters.org

Tom Clements

Friends of the Earth

1112 Fiorence Street
Columbia, SC 29201

803 834 3084
tomclements329@cs.com

Sierra Club

Steven Sondheim, Energy Chair
Tennessee Chapter

271 N Rose

Memphis, Tn 38117

901 761-1793
stevensongheim@yahoo.com

Leslie March, Conservation Chair
Delta Chapter

67017 Dolan St.

Mandeville, Louisiana 70471
lesliemarch@hotmail.com

Susan Corbett, Executive Committee
South Carolina Chapter
Columbia, SC

iscorbett@mindspring.com

Ann Harris National Committee
Nuclear Task Force

341 Swing Loop

Rockwood, TN 37854
apickle@aol.com

Linda Modica, Chair
Radiation Committee


mailto:john@tectn.orq

Jonesborough, TN
linda.c.modica@mac.com

Louise Gorenflo v

Bellefonte Efficiency and Sustainabiiity Team
185 Hood Drive

Crossvilie TN 38555

931/484-2633

Igorenflo@gmail.com

American Environmental Health Studies Project, Inc.
Dr. Paul Connett

Ellen Connett, former editor, Waste Not

82 Judson St

Canton, NY 13617

315-379-9200

paui@fidoridealert.org

Sara Barczak, Safe Energy Director
117 S. Gay Sireet
Knoxville, TN 37902

sara@cleanenergy.org

Glenn Carroll, Coordinator
Nuclear Watch South

P.O. Box 8574

Atlanta, GA 31106
404-378-4263
atom.girl@mindspring.com
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Declaration of Steven Sondheim

Re: Request for Hearing
On Radioactive waste import/export licenses for Italian waste
By EnergySolutions before the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission

License Application Nos. IW023 and XWO0O13
Docket No. 11003711 (impert) and No. 11005710 (export)

July 21, 2008
I, Mr. Steven Sondheim. hercby declare as follows:

1) My name is Steven Sondheim and T am a member of Tennessee Sierra Club and
Tennessee Environmental Council, both of which I authorize to request on my behalf a
hearing on EnergySolutions import/export licenses IW023 and XW013,

2) tlive at 271 N Rose Rd, Memphis. Tennessee 38117, approximately 10 miles as the
crow flies from the EnergySolutions radioactive waste processing facility at 1790 Dock
Street Memphis TN. T regularly run, golf, picnic, fish, and bird watch much closer to the
site, especially in Martin Luther King Park which is less than 2 miles from the
EncrgySolutions location on Presideats Island as the crow flies. My family and I frequent
downtown Memphis at Tom Lee Park, the Mississippi River Walk, the South Main Art
and Farmer's Market and local downtown restaurants all of which are within 5 miles of
the facility.

3) T am very concerned that my family and I and the environment where we live and
recreate will be harmed by the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission approval of the
aforcmentioned EnergySolutions applications for nuclear waste from Italy. Because I and
my family live, eat and play in the area, we are worried by this large increase in the
amount of waste (in volume and radioactivity) that would be reccived and processed.
transported in and through the area, and the portions that will released for unreguiated
disposal in the North and/or South Shelby landfills.

4) I have serious concerns about the additional amount of radioactivity released into the
air, water and the ground, directly from both transport and processing (and related
activities). T need to be reassured that the increased amount to which my family and I
would be exposed will not harm vs or fuiure generations. I need to know how the
environment where I recreatc and live will be impacted, atfecting our health and ability to
enjoy and continue our recreational lifestyles.

5) There is no safe level of exposure to ionizing radiation' and there are uncertainlies
about exposures to both radioactive and hazardous wastes. T am very concerned by the
additional radioactive and chemical pollution that would result from approval to import

' National Academy of Sciences, Biological Effects of Tonizing Radiation BEIR VI, June 2005,



this large volume and amount of radicaetivity into my community. Radioactivily 1s a
known cause of cancer and other negative health effcers. My wile has asthina. riv
daughter has ailergies, and [ am on medicine for an imumune disorder. [ am coacernad
that our health will be harmed. especially by radioactivity that can be inhaled and tha
concentrates in the fungs.

8) IT NRC approves the EnergvSolutions propased eenses, large amounis of
radiozctivity will be brought into Tennessee from ltaly. In fact ErergySolution: claims it
needs this license approval o be competitive in the global matkerpiace, indicating the
latent to bring much more in from ofher countries, once this is approved.

711f the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission denies these license applhications. it will
prevent additional radiation relcases. exposures and environmental eontamination. It will

prevenl unnecessary. additional vadiation and chemucal misk @ my family and me,

8 Lrequest NRC ta deny the applicarions. That would alleviate my concerns.

9} I request a hearing to 1earn exacily what will be brought into the Memphis facility,
what will he emitted from the Memphis facility and what will be transported ard
processed here

10) 10 conclusion, [ am concerned about routine releases and aceidental releases of
radioactivity from the transport, receipt ancl processing of the vadioactive waste that
would come from Taly for 1o Memphis, Tennessee, This additional amount could expose
me to greater risk than operations withour the additional of 20.000 tons from Italy with
ir's potertially and not-clearly-defined amounts of radioactivity.

T declare under peralty Of perjury that the foregoing statements of fact are trug and

correet (o the best of my knowledge and that the opinions cxpressed herein are hased on

my best judgmant,

s
S P ;:?
e - e,

Steven Sondheim

Sierra Club member
Tennessee Environmental Councl! member

July 21. 2008



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION (NRC)
Docket No. 11005711 (import) and No. 11005710 (export)

Declaration of Ann Pickel Harris

Re: Request for Hearing
on License Application Nos. IW023 and XWO13

Radioactive waste import/export licenses for ltalian waste
By
Energy Solutions before the
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
July 21, 2008

I am Ann Pickel Harris I, Mr. Steven Sondheim, hereby declare as follows:

1) My name is Ann Pickel Harris and I am a member of Tennessee Sierra Club and serve
at the pleasure of the National Sierra Club on the Nuclear Task Force and Radiation
Committee. I am also a member of the Nuclear Information and Resource Service, all of

which are requesting a hearing on Energy Solutions import/export licenses, IW023 and
XWO013.

2) Ilive at 341 Swing Loop, Rockwood, Tennessee 37854, approximately 16 miles
directly from the Energy Solutions radioactive waste facility in Kingston, TN and
approximately 26 miles from the EnergySolutions facilities on Bear Creek Road in Oak
Ridge, TN. My residence is downwind and downstream. I have property that is within 3
and a half miles of Interstate Highway 40 (I-40), 4 miles to US Highway 27 and 1 and a
half miles of Tennessee State Highway 58 all of which are transportation routes for
nuclear waste to and from the Energy Solutions’ facilities. My son, Chris W. Harris and
family including wife Shelby, son Christopher W. Harris, II, and Grace E. Harris of 261
Swing Loop Road Rockwood, TN 37854 and my mother, Clara E. Pickel of 221 Pickel
Road, Ten Mile TN 37880, all of which live on some of my property that is even closer
to the transport routes. They are members of Nuclear Information and Resource Service.

3) We have direct interests in the approval or disapproval of the EnergySolutions
licenses. Our health and my property would be at increased risk from routine and
accidental radiation exposure if the NRC approves the dramatic increase in radioactive
material/waste brought into Tennessee from Italy. Both transport and
treatment/processing would impact me and my family, our residences and my property.



4) Contamination would greatly reduce the property value which would cause me to
suffer a high level of monetary distress. And would render all, or part, of my family’s
ancestral home uninhabitable for a period of time that would have to be determined at the
time of the exposure. In addition, the properties located at the Rockwood, Tennessee
address would be determined to be uninhabitable when an accident would happen.

5) We have serious and reasonable concerns that there will be additional radioactivity
released into the air, water and directly from both transport and processing (and related
activities) if NRC approves the licenses. I believe the increased amount to which I and
my family would be exposed would harm us and the environment where we live,
affecting our health and livelihoods.

6) Radioactivity is a known cause of cancer, birth defects, reduced immunity and other
negative health effects. I am concerned that increasing our exposures to radioactivity will
cause and/or exacerbate health problems. The increased potential for contamination from
tritium is well known and NRC has admitted that there is no safe level of tritium
exposure.

7) We are asking for a hearing to better clarify which activities and how much
radioactivity will be brought to and handled at the Kingston facility. None of the listed
licenses in the application are for the Kingston site. Therefore, this makes the
applications incomplete and the NRC must rule for a hearing.

8) Holding a hearing will help NRC make this decision with wider understanding of the
impacts. By holding a hearing, affected individuals and the organizations that represent
them can bring concerns about their interests to the table and have the opportunity to
obtain answers to the many unanswered questions in the applications.

9) If NRC approves the EnergySolutions proposed licenses, large amounts of
radioactivity will be brought into Tennessee from Italy, above that already received by
EnergySolutions. In fact, EnergySolutions claims it needs this license approval to be
competitive in the global marketplace, indicating the intent to bring much more in from
other countries, once this is approved.. The NRC is not obligated to help Energy
Solutions enhance its participation in the global marketplace. The Energy Solutions
statement that NRC should approve its applications so it can be more globally
competitive is a clear indicator that EnergySolutions intends to bring in more and more
waste from international sources. NRC must make its decision based on public health and
safety not the monetary condition and needs of the applicant.

10) Energy Solutions documents are not clear about the exact type and amount of
radioactive materials and routine and accidental emissions from transport, burning, metal
melting and other processing and handling that will take place. These additional releases
and exposures above what is currently being brought in, are a major part of my concern.



11) If the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission denies these license applications, it will
prevent additional radiation releases, exposures and environmental contamination. It will
prevent unnecessary, additional radiation and chemical risk to me and my family. It will
alleviate a significant amount of my financial and monetary concerns about loss of

property value life in addition to where I would be forced to provide places for my family
to live.

12) NRC should deny the applications and as long as they under consideration, NRC

must hold a hearing on them. Denial of the license application would alleviate my stated
concerns.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing statements of fact are true and

correct to the best of my knowledge and that the opinions expressed herein are based on

my best judgment.

Ann Pickel Harris
Sierra Club member

Nuclear Information and Resource Service member

July 21, 2008



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS

)

In the Matter of: ) License Nos. IW023 and XWO13
) Docket No. 11005711 (import)

ENERGYSOLUTIONS ) and No. 11005710 (export)

(Radioactive waste import/export )

licenses for Italian waste) ) July 21, 2008

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

T hereby certify that a copy of 14 ORGANIZATIONS’ RESPONSE to EnergySolutions’
RESPONSE TO our REQUEST FOR A HEARING was served on the persons listed

below:

Emile L. Julian, Assistant for

Rulemakings and Adjudications Rulemaking & Adjudication Staff
Secretary of the Commission

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington D.C. 20555 _

E-mail: hearingdocket@nrc.gov

Office of Commission Appellate Adjudication
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

E-mail: ocaamail@nre.gov

Office of the General Counsel
‘Mail Stop - O-15 D21

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington D.C. 20555-0001

E-mail: ogcmailcenter@nre.gov

Denise Chancellor

State of Utah

Assistant Attorney General
dchancellor@utah.gov

Hearing Docket

E-mail: hearingdocket@nrc.gov
Emile L. Julian, Esq.

E-mail: elj@nrc.gov

Rebecca L. Giitter



E-mail: tdll@nec.gov
Evangeline S. Ngbea
E-mail: esn@nrc.gov
Linda Lewis

linda lewis@nrc.gov
OCAAMAIL

E-mail: ocaamail@nrc.gov
OGCMail Center
E-mail: ogcmailcenter@ntc.gov
Christine Pierpont
E-mail: cmp@nrc.gov
Brooke Smith

E-mail: bgs@nrc.gov
Tom Ryan

E-mail: tpr@nrc.gov
Nancy Greathead
E-mail: nsg@nrc.gov

Tye Rogers

Mark LeDoux
EnergySolutions

423 West 300 South, Suite 200
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101
Served via EIE

Gloria Griffith, WATAUGA Group Sierra Club
Tennessee Chapter of the Sierra Club

E-mail: gla4797@earthlink.net

Served via EIE

/Signed (electronically) by/

Diane D’Arrigo  dianed@nirs.org
Radioactive Waste Project Director
Nuclear Information and Resource Service
6930 Carroll Avenue, Suite 340

Takoma Park, Maryland 20912

E-mail: dianed@nirs.org
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Diane D’Arrigo
dianed@nirs.org
301 2706477 x 16
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