
From: Kevin Ramsey 
Sent: Monday, July 28, 2008 2:58 PM 
To: Theodosios Hristopoulos; Toni Rask; Lorena Mendoza 
Subject: Summary of 7/17/08 call w/NFS re: CD Line (L32653) 
 
  
On July 17, 2008, a call was conducted with Nuclear Fuel Services concerning its response dated 
June 19, 2008 to two criticality safety questions related to the new CD Line.  The following 
individuals participated: 
 
Kevin Ramsey, FCSS 
Blake Purnell, FCSS 
Emily Senter, NFS 
Mike Eakin, NFS 
Randy Shackelford, NFS 
 
With regard to Questions 4 and 9, NFS stated in its response that the criticality safety evaluation 
would be modified to reduce some conservatism.  NRC asked what changes would be made.  
NFS stated that the 12 inches of water reflection on all sides of the glovebox would be reduced to 
4 inches on all sides of the glovebox.  This is consistent with other evaluations done at the site.  
NFS intends to leave unchanged the 1 inch of water reflection around items inside the glovebox.  
NFS noted that it may also take credit for the rack spacing.  In the current model, the container is 
in contact with the glovebox wall.  NFS agreed to inform NRC if any other changes were made 
to the criticality safety evaluation. 
 
With regard to Question 9, NRC had noted in its request for additional information that several 
sequences appeared to be protected by a single administrative control that is counted more than 
once.  NFS clarified its response that the control was a operator performing two separate actions 
because an operator can only hand-carry one container at a time.  The introduction of two 
containers would require an operator to violate the container limit on two separate occasions.  
NFS also clarified in its response that there are really two controls for hand-carried material 
although they are listed as one item relied on for safety.  NFS agreed to clarify the accident 
sequences where hand-carry controls must fail on separate occasions. 
 
However, NRC remains concerned about controls being considered independent when they 
involve the same operator making the same mistake twice.  NFS noted in its June 19 response 
that its procedures allow administrative controls with an assigned safety margin to be considered 
independent.  In addition, NFS noted that NRC has previously approved this approach in other 
ISA summaries for the 300 Complex.  NFS agreed to provide specific references that NRC could 
review. 
 
NRC noted that confirmation of the container limit by a second worker would be an independent 
control acceptable to the NRC.  NFS noted that it conducts operations with a single worker 
moving containers alone in other parts of the facility.  If NRC finds this practice to be 
unacceptable, it raises questions about other operations approved by NRC previously. 
 



NRC agreed to review the references to be provided by NFS and conduct further research.  NFS 
agreed to consider whether there are other changes it could make to address the concern. 
 
Kevin M. Ramsey 
Senior Project Manager 
Fuel Manufacturing Branch 
U.S. NRC 
301-492-3123 
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