
 
      July 22, 2008 
 
 
Ms. Tara Neider  
President and CEO 
Transnuclear, Inc. 
7135 Minstrel Way, Suite 300 
Columbia, MD 21045 
 
SUBJECT: SPENT FUEL STORAGE CASK SECURITY ASSESSMENTS 
 
Dear Ms. Neider: 
 
In accordance with the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (AEA), as amended and 10 CFR Part 72, 
Transnuclear, Inc (TN or the vendor) holds certificates of compliance for five spent fuel storage 
casks.  You may recall that our staff contacted your office and the other Part 72 certificate 
holders to arrange closed meetings to discuss the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s 
(NRC’s) engineering evaluation and security assessments of representative spent fuel storage 
cask designs.  Although arrangements were being made to assure the proper control of 
information to be discussed, the meetings were canceled due to generic concerns regarding the 
proper handling of Safeguards Information (SGI).  Since that time, the Energy Policy Act of 2005 
has imposed new fingerprinting and FBI identification and criminal history records check 
requirements for access to SGI. 
 
As discussed in Enclosure 1, “Spent Fuel Storage Security Assessment Findings,” the NRC did 
not identify a need for any additional mitigative measures based on the results of the security 
assessments for an array of storage casks.  However, the NRC staff would still like to provide 
TN the opportunity to discuss the security assessments in a closed meeting.   
 
The NRC staff is offering the following three options for your consideration:   
 

1. No further interaction. 
2. NRC holds a closed meeting with all four major cask vendors.  NRC will not present SGI; 

the information presented will be Official Use Only—Security-Related Information (OUO-
SRI). 

3. NRC holds a closed meeting with all four major cask vendors.  NRC will present SGI, 
subject to the conditions described below.  

 
If a meeting with the four major cask vendors is held, the agenda would include the following: 
 

1. The Security Assessment (SA) framework process 
2. Discussion of threat scenarios evaluated 

a. For the OUO-SRI meeting option, this will be a general discussion  
b. For the SGI meeting option, this will be a more detailed discussion and this is the only 

portion of the meeting that will include SGI 
3. Discussion of SA framework findings 
4. Insights for future designs/modifications 
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If TN is interested in meeting with the NRC to discuss SGI, personnel attending the meeting 
must be fingerprinted for an FBI identification and criminal history records checks, and also have 
a “need to know” to be authorized to receive the information.  SGI is a special category of 
sensitive unclassified information that is protected similar to Government classified confidential 
information and significantly more than other sensitive unclassified information (e.g., privacy and 
proprietary information).  Any person who produces, receives, or acquires SGI is subject to the 
requirements (and sanctions) of the AEA.  Inadequate protection of SGI, including inadvertent 
release or unauthorized disclosure, may result in civil and/or criminal penalties.  Therefore, if TN 
chooses to meet with the NRC staff to discuss SGI, the NRC staff will issue an Immediately 
Effective Order to TN imposing appropriate SGI protection requirements.  As will be set forth in 
the Order, authorization to receive SGI in written or verbal form involves the following: 
 

1. The NRC would have to determine if the individuals receiving SGI have a need to know. 
2. Individuals receiving SGI must submit fingerprints to the NRC  to initiate a criminal history 

records check, or demonstrate that they have been fingerprinted elsewhere for a Federal 
government security clearance (or demonstrate that they are subject to any other 
exception in 10 CFR 73.59). 

3. Individuals who receive SGI are prohibited from disclosing SGI to any unauthorized 
person.   

 
We would appreciate a response within 30 days of the date of this letter.  In your response, 
please indicate whether TN has an interest in meeting with the NRC to discuss the results of the 
security assessments.  If TN is interested in meeting on this topic, please indicate whether TN is 
interested in meeting to discuss the information at either an OUO-SRI level or SGI level. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Shana Helton at (301) 492-3284 or Elizabeth 
Thompson at (301) 492-3334 or by e-mail to shana.helton@nrc.gov or 
Elizabeth.thompson@nrc.gov.  
 

Sincerely, 
      /RA/ N. Mamish for 

E.  William Brach, Director 
Division of Spent Fuel Storage 
  and Transportation 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety  
  and Safeguards 

 
Docket Nos.: 72-1004, 72-1021, 72-1027, 72-1029 and 72-1030 
 
Enclosure:  Spent Fuel Storage Security Assessment Findings 
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a “need to know” to be authorized to receive the information.  SGI is a special category of 
sensitive unclassified information that is protected similar to Government classified confidential 
information and significantly more than other sensitive unclassified information (e.g., privacy and 
proprietary information).  Any person who produces, receives, or acquires SGI is subject to the 
requirements (and sanctions) of the AEA.  Inadequate protection of SGI, including inadvertent 
release or unauthorized disclosure, may result in civil and/or criminal penalties.  Therefore, if TN 
chooses to meet with the NRC staff to discuss SGI, the NRC staff will issue an Immediately 
Effective Order to TN imposing appropriate SGI protection requirements.  As will be set forth in 
the Order, authorization to receive SGI in written or verbal form involves the following: 
 

4. The NRC would have to determine if the individuals receiving SGI have a need to know 
5. Individuals receiving SGI must submit fingerprints to the NRC  to initiate a criminal history 

records check, or demonstrate that they have been fingerprinted elsewhere for a Federal 
government security clearance (or demonstrate that they are subject to any other 
exception in 10 CFR 73.59). 

6. Individuals who receive SGI are prohibited from disclosing SGI to any unauthorized 
person.   

 
We would appreciate a response within 30 days of the date of this letter.  In your response, 
please indicate whether TN has an interest in meeting with the NRC to discuss the results of the 
security assessments.  If TN is interested in meeting on this topic, please indicate whether TN is 
interested in meeting to discuss the information at either an OUO-SRI level or SGI level. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Shana Helton at (301) 492-3284 or Elizabeth 
Thompson at (301) 492-3334 or by e-mail to shana.helton@nrc.gov or 
Elizabeth.thompson@nrc.gov.  
 

Sincerely, 
      /RA/  N. Mamish for 

E.  William Brach, Director 
Division of Spent Fuel Storage 
  and Transportation 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety  
  and Safeguards 

 
Docket Nos.: 72-1004, 72-1021, 72-1027, 72-1029 and 72-1030 
Enclosure:  Spent Fuel Storage Security Assessment Findings 
 
cc w/o enclosures: DHase/NSIR  SWastler/NSIR  Shana Helton/NMSS     
   EThompson/NMSS  DForsyth/NMSS MLombard/ADM  
 
   
 
Accession No 
G:\SFST\Helton\Security Assessments\Vendor Letters\current\TN-Rev2.doc 

OFC: SFST  SFST  SFST  SFST  OGC  NSIR  SFST  

NAME: SHelton WWheatley  LLCampbell 
(MBailey for) 
EMHackett 

 (Zorn for) 
JGoldberg 

PHolahan 
(NMamish for) 
EWBrach 

DATE:    5/ 19 /08   5/ 20 /08  5/ 25 /08 6 / 20 /08   5/ 23 /08   6/ 5 /08   7/22/08 

OFFICIAL RECORD COPY 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


