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57' . I.UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION ,

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20665

APR 1A 0 .19

M.'Ar. JamesLE., Kerrig n [.
Reorce Consenvatiori Comp any

1626 Colef Boulevard
or oo 01-329

.Golden, C loao8001323 .V

[ . Dear Mr. Cerrigan: .

As.you ma know, in 1990, :the uclear Regqlatory Commission dev'loped the
-Decommiss Ining Management Pla {tSDMP) to' idehtify and resolve .Qlicy and 4 " .yregulator ý.issues affeftinig th( .timelydecommissioning.of sites.l'isted in 'h:

SDMP, Th §SDMP is uydated anntilly to ev luate progress on sit ..
;decommiss oning. A site is pla:ed on theSDMP list if-'it meetsfo'ne of th

IF.fol owing criteria: t(I) tere r problems..with the viability ofý.the ,
Lresponsib e:-rganzaton (ie.g.,_ lnabilityito pay or unwillingnefs-:hto perf 46
ý.decommiss :6ning); (2) there arei. _large amo nts of contarminated m'terial to
dispose o (3)thereisterm presnce of contaminated, •inuse

..bp n o (4) the lricense was n revouslYor (5) oelre s
kcontaminai ion orC potantial cont mination from wastes buried ons e.,• ,W h l e h e .S D M I~ h a b ~ • e f e c t i e . . i n r e s o l * n i s s u eS • a t e d t -s i e. . . .:{ ;

.. rtdecommissthing, proth ess On ato al site c-eanup confinues to bi es1ow. the

a'ppThe limited prtrompted the Commision to develop an ac Iaon
Yplan to accel erate tie •cleanup f SDMP sites. On Apai r t- 8,e.1992theiNe h "
ipreleasedbity of the action p an in con y unction witap:L Copy of tl pes re ease and a tion plan 'are enclosedfor yourlinformatidin.,

7ii'-•veeks. . TN6NRC stafD will al so be contacting each Recenaee or responsibl
:par~tylisId- in the' DMP to ini iate site specific sL o eS to impaement the
applicabl parts of he action Saan.e

t !I

ý.You. are encouraged t •contact t e NRC sitE -projectm maagers to .etermine th

Eco eS ncerelyd

~i . John H. Austin, Chief. dc;4.
DqDcommissioning and Re03latory Issues Bran

I. Dvisionof Low-Level Waste.Management
i -la d ecmm ss on ng I"Of~fice of Nuclea~r Material Safety !"

• . ~a n d S afeg u ard s ..

Enclosure: Asstt

420130 05. 9204.•o o
pVR ADOC; 0400394
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No. 9'25Z. " FOR I] EDIATE RELEASE".
Tel. 301-504-2240 /:(Wednesday," April 8, :1992)

NRC APPROVES ACTION PLAN TO ASSURE NIIMELY
CLEANUP OF SITES CONTAMINATED WITH RADIOA qIVE. MATERIALS

.1p
.. ... ., ..- ....

The Nuclear .egulator .Commissi Z.has app ved an a .ion
'plan thatwi.11 h. p;,ensure the;time1 d eanup •a.group.,f over
40, nuclear'•mater4issi.tes th.t the onimzssion ]-ident fied. as
beizng contaminateSwtith raoactive aterials-d.hat wv rrant
special atentionL byithe. C mmissi on.

4*,..
Someof thee .. sites's lljire, s ct-.t to eequir ents of

an active0:'NRC -lic nse;, for:'other s it :.the, NR license 'as been.
terminated;- and ohers. nev irwere i"ensed by heNRC.

A. o.f, the stes: have•• u•dings. f~ mer wtste ,,dispo6al-
areas, large .pileso-f'"tailings, grou dwater an \or soil '
contaminated with low levels of uranium..or thorium or other.
radioactive materials and presenting'varying degrees of
radiological hazaFd, cleanup complexity.and cost..

Atsome sites, licensees are financially and technically.

capablel of completing cleanup, in a reasonable time frame; at
(.others, ithe licensee or. other responsible party is unable or,

unwilling to perform" cleanup.' All of the sites! are ready for
decommissioning and, in some cases, decommissioning activities
have ben intiated; at others, no decommissioning plans have: been

i.prepared and no decommissioning work:'has been started.

Most of thes, sites (a list is attached) were identified in
'1990 as part- of.the NRC staff's, development of 'a Site.-
Decommissioning Management: Plan (SDMP) to- identify and resolve

..issues associated with the timdly cleanup of contaminated sites.
The SDMP has been effective in ensuring coordination and

!'.resolution of some policy And:.regulatory issues, but progress on
actual cleanup of these sites continues to be slow.

The Action Plan details the NRC's approach to assuring that
..cleanup of these sites is accelerated'and communicates the
Commission's general expectation that they be cleaned up in a
timely and effective manner. Specifically, the plan:



(1) identifies current, criteria to guide cleanup of 0-
contaminated soils, structures anA~equipment"and emphasizes the .
site-specific a ,plication of. the as low as reasonably achievable.
(ALARA), princ iple; -

(2)•ý-states the NRCs. position': on the finality of' "

deconu~sioningl decisionK;. [ <i. I' . I

(3) describes the NRC's general expectation that the .
cleanup of these sites will be.. completed within a. four-year
period after operations cease or three years .after theNRC.staf .
issues an initial cleanup order; ,.""

S. (4) identifies currently available guidanceon site
characterization work in Isupport of: decommiiss'ioning; arid

(5) , describes; the. process for* timely--c eanup .on • site'-..
specific'basie . .. :. . -4;;;, . " . i .,." " " ,• • -. . -; . .... : . .. ';

• .. .. • . * ... - • . / . . . !•.. ...[ . r . :''. ..... .j. .
The-'Action iýPlan doe 9 not, contain•, enforc6eible standards and

is not intended 1 to'create new. rights.or obligations o:n'ithird
parties. Implepentation of,.the plan. may reguire.the
establishment of.legally-jbpiding, requirements, by order ,.or .licenseamendment on a case-by-case, basis a'nd..ý-tfhe plan is"not intended to.
affect the hearing rghts, asso0ciated with sucdhorders r license, L':.
amendments.. . . .j ....

S . -,.. . .

'Attachment, " I ', " •. :
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EXISTING SITE DECOMMIS4INING MANAGEMENT PLAN (SDMP): SITES
V.

• •'•Advanced Medical' Systems.
'~ALCOA

/AMAX w

"6^- 039d berdeen Proving! Ground/l1 `,el •1

l /Babcock 'and Wilcox
-,'.'s-J 1 Babcock and Wicox'

' --BP Chemicals I.
? 0.199 Budd Company .

" -t'Z• Cabot Corporation
'V d.) Cabot Corporation

6r- 6 c) Cabot corporation l
/Chemetron Corporatibn (Bert "-Ave.)
/Chemetron,• Corporation (Harvard Ave .)

/ " Chevron ,Corporatiiril
Chemical

nc~L-Elkem Metals
\4n/ m Engelhard' A

VFansteel I.ll l

4o - Hartley 'and Hartley
SlJ"?2 Heritaget MineralY

D? 9'.•,Kerr-McGee (Ci m C• r cnl
v~err-McGee

il--4 • Magnesium, Elektron
o - /,;I(, NE Ohio Regional Sewer District
-, q•f•-4 Nuclear Metals

/Molycorp
VMolycorp

-o- qz 2 . Permagrainlr•_-,,,.. .
LOP4/06 Pesses Chemical
O-70)., Process Technologyl

!,, -F"O)J Remington Arms Company
RMI Titanium

. Safety Light Corporation
-bq.>-7i). :Schott Glass

1 li • :4!: Shielda1loy
1Shieldalloy 1 .

' - .Texas Instruments-
/United Nuclear Corporation

go -bQF Westinghouse (Waltz .Mill)
10- W2 -1:fWest Lake Landfill

-,/Whittaker Metals'
VWyman-Gordon

"" . -,.3M Company.

Cleveland,. OH.
Cleveland, OH
Wood City', WV-
Aberdeen, MD
Watertown, MA
Apollo,--. PA. '
Parks Township, PA
Lima, OHf
Philadelphia, PA-
Boyertow.n, PA
Reading, PARevere, ":PA1; •l

Clevelanid, OH
Cleveland,- OH .
PaWliig,l NY:-
Midland, MI
Marietta, OH
P lainville, l?4A
lMU skogeel, ].OK I []"'l'; ]

Watertown,. Bostorv, MA
-Bay City, MI
Lakehurst, NJ
Crecent, I.OK
Cushing, OK
Flemington, NJ
Cuyahoga Heights, OH
Concord, MA
Washington, PAýý
York,!.:PA
Media, PA
Pulaski, PA
Rockaway,, NJ
Independence, MO
Ashtabula, OH
Bloomsburg, PA
Duryea, PA
Cambridge, MA
Newfield, NJ
Attleboro, MA
Wood River Junction, RI
Cleveland, OH
Madison, PA
St. Louis, MO
Greenville, PA
North Grafton, MA
New Brighton, MN
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