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ADJUDICATIONS STAFF Attention: Rulemaking and Adjudications staff Washington, DC 20555 

Dear NRC commissioners and staff, 

I urge you to end the civil use of highly enriched uranium. This dangerous form of uranium is one of the key 
components in building a nuclear weapon and is simply too dangerous for continued commercial use here and 
abroad. Some facilities housing this nuclear material are poorly secured, and constructing an improvised 
nuclear explosive device is alarmingly easy when provided a sufficient amount of highly enriched uranium. The 
commission must ensure public safety by eliminating vulnerable commercial sources of highly enriched 
uranium and replacing them with safer alternatives. 

A crude nuclear device constructed with highly enriched uranium poses the greatest risk of mass destruction 
by terrorists. 
Recent studies have proven that U.S. port monitors cannot reliably detect highly enriched uranium being 
smuggled in and out of the United States, so the most reliable plan to ensure our safety is to reduce, replace 
and ban its commercial sources. 
A ban would reduce the number of locations where sensitive weapons material could be acquired and, more 
importantly, would signal to other countries the critical need to eliminate vulnerable sources around the world. 

Please act to secure sources of sensitive nuclear materials by banning the future civil use of highly enriched 
uranium. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa M Catapano 
1935 Columbia Pike, #32 
Arlington, VA 22204 
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