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Rc' Heritage Minerals, lac. - Mail Control No. 120594 , _ o
Dear Mr. Bellamy: | - s

lamwnungthxskneronbebalfofﬂenugeM‘umﬂs.hw mfcspometoyomlenu
"to me dated January 24, 1996 regarding the application of the Nuclear Regulatory - :

- Commission’s (NRC) final rule requiring the timely decontamination and decommissioning X
- of nuclear material facilities, 10 C.F.R. § 40.42 (tbeumelmmnde).lotbeﬂmugemcnw ' S
Ltkchuﬂt.Ncmency 4 I

i

Asaninitialmtter Heritage 4oes not agree that NRC has been given final
mﬁmofﬂmmsmmwmbmmummddmmm
o site, Um&mofdnumemmlmmmnyRChmmmm&
Ai,mlf(l)wmmmamum&wwymmw
i ot(l)mptmcapal ueshavebwncooducwdndnnmeforumoodn lOC.F.R.§,,

.,)g

U lecnarcfmmmmofoonapmdmmaNRCcomdastohwe !
j-”pmwdedmuﬁwmndmadecmonbadbemmadebmmdymopawm The ’
“August 23, 1990 letter from Heritage to NRC Region 1, however, notes only that operatioas
- . have ceased and that “the plant will be placed on standby status pending improvementsia
. market conditions.” This letter, while it does speak in terms of decontaminating the plant and
~ equiproent, does not state or indicate that Heritage had made a decision to “permanently
- cease principal activities.” Similarly, the September 27, 1990 letter also does not provide
v znouﬁcwonmaﬂmugehadpeunmdymxﬁviﬁaudnme. Itis a follow-up 10 the
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i~ August lerter, which noted that the plant was on standby status, and merely discusses the

. decontamination and decommissioning of the plant and equipment so that while it was on

5 standby Heritage would not have to continue to comply with the NRC regulations applicable
¢ to an operating site. This did not mean that Heritage had made the decision to irrevocably

_cease operations. Indeed, if market conditions had xmprovcd the plant cou!d have been made , L
- operational again. o L e B

[

The final timeliness rule notes that “licensees that cumm!y have unused facilitiesat -
i the time of publication of the final rule would not need to submit notification required by this
-4 rule earlier than 2 years after the rule becomes effective. This provides licensees withthe

. same period of time (2 years) in which to determine whether the unused facility would be put

- into use again or to submit notification as required by the rule.” $9 Fed. Reg. 36026, 36033

- (July 18, 1994). Thus, Heritage believes that it does not need to submit the requlred

i nouﬁcauon to NRC until August 18, 1996

3 Setting aside for a moment the issue of whether Heritage previously gave the required
 notification of cessation of principal activities to NRC, since active operations at the site have
! been put on standby, Heritage, of course, has properly maintained the site in accordance with

_ - . its license requirements, including placing a new cover on the monazite pile and mending the
. fence around it. NRC's inspection of the site on August 31, 1995, found no violations and

- concluded that Heritage “has an adequate radistion safety program.® (Lettct&omlohnD
l(numuntoAnthonyJ Mpson.Novemba 20 1995). ‘

. Hcmage is presently exploring its opnons for disposing of the moname ptle. 'ﬂne
opummcludctbeMahymnopumdmmedmthNRCmmepmmdmgtbemm

- as an alternate feed for uranium production under NRC's “Final PosmonandGmdam:,ontbe

UscofUrlmum Mill Feed Material Other Than Natural Ores" (August 15, 1995). Heritage is

wﬂmngdnnlmwm.&mﬁ&memuﬂmnqmadmmm
opuons.

o As noted sbove, Hmugcdoanotcoﬁoededmdecmnmxwomngoflunwmmbe

completed by August 1996. Indeed, it is Heritage's position that, under the timeliness rule,
decommissioning activities must be completed 24 months from the date of formal notice of
permanent cessation of activities which has not yet occurred.¥  We would like to discuss
~ this issue with you as soon a3 possible to clarify the timetables.

lemmcmummmpmnwmsmmmmumw
under current license copdjsiopn,
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‘ 'Mr Rona!d Be!lamy'
Tebnmy 22 1996

P Let me concludc by statmg that chugé ;r'\tends to cooperéfe wuh NRC in the
decommxssnomng process and would be pleased to meet with you at your convemence to

* give you a tour of the site and/or to discuss any of the issues msed in this lcncr or other

*_concems or questions you may have., . B
Smccrely. o .
, Anthony J. Thompson , : N
AJT/cle i
Ms. Edele Hovnanian
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