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»4TO- Carlton Kammerer

Director
- Nuclear- Regulatory Comm1351on'
Office of Cohgressional Affairs

1717 H Street, NW
Washington, DC 20555

RE= Heritage Mineréls, Inp.'

. I forward the attached for your consideration and would
- appreciate receiving information in regard to this inquiry as
soon as possible. Please direct your reply to the attention
of the member of my staff llsted below.

Thank you very much for your time and aSSLStanCE in this
matter.
Sincerely

Blll Bradley
United States Senator

Please dirécg,reply to:
Senator Bill Bradley _
731 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Attention: Greg Rogerson
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(508) 657.8121 T

Mar;h 18, 1992

Tim Martin, Administrator . . o : o e
Nuclear Regulatory Commission '

475 Allendale Road -

Philadelphia, PA 19406

RE: Radioactive Materials (Monazite)
- Heritage Minerals, Inc. Site . ‘ - s
Block 75.01, Lot 1 - Route 70
Manchester .-Township, Ocean County, NJ

‘ Dear_Mr. Martin:

On behalf of the Township of Manchester, I hereby request that
. immediate action be taken to contain and/or remove more than
695 cubic yards of radioactive monazite which is located on -
the Heritage Minerals, " Inc. mining site>in.Manchester‘Township.
We are concerned that this material is,6 not fenced and that no
~warning signs have been placed on the storage piles of talllngs
“which contain the monazite.

.Recent inquiries with the New Jersey Deparﬁmént . of Protection
and Energy indicate that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has
not - taken any action -and has not responded to inquiries
concerning this radioactive material even though the Commission
apparently assumed jurisdiction over the 4,000 acre site as
a result of a-license issued by the Commission in January, 1991.
The monazite concentrate materlal occurred as a result of the
proce551ng of mining tailings in 1990.

Our concern about lack of action on the monazite material stems
.from recently received information that some of the material
contains high enough radiation 1levels which  would warrant the
removal of the material to a Radioactive Waste Disposal Facility
in Utah. - We are concerned about the workers at the Heritage
Minerals site and persons who are attracted to and frequent
the site 'due to two large 1lakes (1/2 and 1 mile 1long) which
exist as a result of the original ilmenite mining operation
which occurred on the site from approximately 1973 to .1982.
We are also concerned because the current owner of the site,
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Heritage Minerals, Inc., has appeared .  before the Manchester
Planning -Board with a proposal to construct a golf course 'and
eventually to construct a major residential development on the
cleared portion of the mining site, a portion of which contains
the monazite concentrate material. ‘

We are also “concerned that any proposed development activity
must recognize the existence. of the 40-50 acres of other mining
tailings which are contaminated with radioactive materials.

As the Mayor of the Township, I am distressed with the fact
- that 'during the past year the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
and the owner of the property have not notified Manchester
- Township officials concerning the existence or "extent of the
contaminated radioactive material which is stored at the Heritage
"Minerals site. The NJDEPE did provide a synopsis of their
findings on this situation to my staff in March, 1992. A copy
of their Fact Sheet is attached. It is our understanding that
‘the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 1is responsible for the
containment and cleanup of this site  in accordance with the
license which was issued in January, 1991. . ‘ ‘

Manchester Township Police, First Aid and Emergency Management
officials have not been provided with any information concerning
the health and safety hazards of the monazite material. We
are concerned that the owner of the property has not provided
‘adequate security to keep people away from the pile or piles
of monazite concentrate material, b '

We request that you provide us with information concerning the
actions which are being taken by the NRC to contain and/or to
remove the radioactive monazite which presently exists on the
Heritage Minerals site.. We also request that you provide us
with information concerning potential health hazards which may
occur from contact with the material and full disclosure of
the extent of the contamination which occurs on this site. .

In order to fully understand the extent of the radiocactive
monazite material which exists on the Heritage Mineral site,
we request that a representative from the Nuclear Regulatory
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Commission schedule a meeting with me and répresentatives of
Manchester Township at the earliest possible date to address
the many concerns we have concerning the contaminated mining
tailings "and the apparent lack of action by the NRC on this
matter to date. ' '

Very truly,yours, x

TOWN“HIp OF MAN CHESTER

ANE C. CAMERON
ayor

JCC:mbt v
"Enclosure '
cc: The Honorable H, James Saxton, H.R.
»The Honorable William Bradley, Senator
The Honorable Frank R. Lauténberg, Senator
The Honorable James J. Florio, Governor
Scott Weiner, Commissioner, NJDEPE
Tom Thomas, P.P., A.I.C.P., Township Planner
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JFACT. SHEET: HE TIAGE MINERALS (HMI) SITE; _AKEHURST, NJ (OCEAN
. -COUNTY) ROUTE 70, MILE MARKER 41 .
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BACKGROUND
1. Mining and physical separation mill for ilmenits.
- originally started operations in the 1960's for titanium.
Tailings piles from titanium procaessing were partially
used as the source for the separation of zlrconlum and
monazite in the 1980's. The resulting monazite was at

Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission (NRC) licensabls
concentrations ("source material'). : -

2. From 1972 to March 1982, the site was owned by ASARCO and
operated to recover ilmenite from sand naturally present
at the sita. The s=ite was purchased by the Hovson
Corporation in 1986 and leased to Mineral Recovery, Inc.
(MRI). MRI operated thae plant from November 1886 until
Adugust” 1987. From August 1987 until they suspended:
processing in August 1990,  the site was operated by
Heritage Minerals Inc, (HMI), which 1s owned by Hovson.

- 3.  HMI estimated that approximately 25,000 tons of wet mill
' tailings and 300 tons of dry mill tailings were produced
each month during Mineral Recovery Inc. (MRI) and HMI
Phase I operations. Twenty percent of the dry mill:
tailings was mopazite, ~ Using this informatien, a
conservative estimate suggests that approximately 1,980
‘tons of radiocactive monazite was combined with 825,000
tons of radiocactlvely clean wet mill tailings and 7,920
tons of other dry mill tailings and stockpiled on the
cembined tailings pile during the processing of the
ASARCO dry mill tailings. This combined tallings plle

became the feed pile in HMI “Phase II" operations.

4. HMI Phase II operations occurred between April 1990 and
 August 1990. During this phase, the combined tailings
plle from MRI and HMI Phase I operatlons was processad to
extract leucoxine, rutile, and zircon. During the
process, monazite wax isclated in the dry nill and
collacted in the current monazite pile. At  the
termination of operations in August 1990, approximately
695 cubic yards of monazite had been collected in the .
monazite pile. An estimated 850,000 cubic yards of -
combined contaminated tallings remained, _

5, Operation occuples approximately 250 acres on a 7,000
acre tract of land owned by Hovnanian Corporation.
Approximately 1,000 acres east of Route 70 ware mined for
ilmenite, which includes the exlisting facilities and
tailings piles.
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6. Separation of ores at this fadiiity is pgi:formed by
: gravimetric, electrical and magnetic processes. No
chemical extraction used at plant. -

TE S

1. Facility has stopped zircon and monazite separation due
- to depresaion in the zirconjum market in 1990. Minimum
staff on=-site. ' '

2,  Wet and dry mills currently being decontaminated.

3. NRC licensed the mills and the monazite pile in January
1991. However, tha bulk of radicactive matarial is in
the "recycle tailings area', otherwisa known as the
“combined tailings pile!, from the titanium precessing or
the feed stock for the zircenium, which NRC has declined

, to licensa. The volume of this pile is approximately

o 800,000 cubic yards and is located over old settling

ponds. An additional 50,000 to 100,000 cubic yards is
located in adjacent areas refarred to as "cleap tailings"
and the "old dry mill tailings area™.

Y

T 4. All of mined area and radiocactive raterials are located
in a Coastal Area Facility Review Act (CAFRA) area (East
of Routa 70). Property west of Route 70 is {in the
Pinelands National Reserva. .

5. 2Amount of land containing non-NRC licansed radloactive
: material totals approximataly 90 acres. Zirconium feed
stock occupies 50 acres and averages 15 feet deep.
Bottom of radiocactive material layer not accessible to
construction equipment due to presance of water. '

6.  Faclility has settling pond with NJPDES. permit. Ground
water on-gsite contaminated with diesel fuel from
operation of furnace used in dry mill.
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