
UNITED STATES

   NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
    REGION I

475 ALLENDALE ROAD
KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19406-1415 

June 21, 2008

Docket No. 03016033 License No. 29-19080-01

Frank Bonura
Director of Conserv
Seiko Corporation of America
1111 MacArthur Boulevard
Mahwah, NJ 07430

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REGARDING THE DECOMMISSIONING OF
YOUR FACILITY

Dear Mr. Bonura:

This letter refers to a request by Joanne Marione, Radiation Safety Officer, for information
regarding the decommissioning of your facility.  Rather than performing the full MARSSIM
survey described in NUREG-1757, you may use the procedure described in NUREG-1757,
Volume 2, Appendix B (enclosed).  Based on the conversation between Steven Courtemanche
of my staff and Ms. Marione, the only portions of your facility where loose watch parts were
stored or handled were the inventory cage, the work benches and the radioactive waste storage
can.  Ambient area radiological surveys for fixed contamination and loose parts and removable
contamination surveys are required for these areas.

Ms. Marione also had concerns about the proper disposal of loose watch parts containing
promethium-147 (Pm-147) from customer’s watches that are received in the future.  Mr.
Courtemanche explained that these watches containing Pm-147 were originally distributed
under an exempt distribution license.  Under the regulations governing exempt distribution,
once the watches are distributed there are no further regulatory requirements regarding
disposal.  These parts may be disposed of in normal waste streams.  Also, your replacement of
these old parts containing Pm-147 with new parts that do not contain Pm-147 (or another
radioactive material) is not considered licensed activity and therefore does not require a license. 
As described in the previously issued Notice of Violation, your replacement of old parts
containing Pm-147 with new parts containing Pm-147 constituted exempt distribution for which
a license was required.  Your inventory of new parts containing Pm-147 has never been
distributed under an exempt distribution license and is therefore licensed material.  Your
possession of this material is authorized under License No. 29-19080-01.  Disposal of these
parts must be to someone specifically licensed to specifically receive the material.

If you have any further questions on this matter, please contact Mr. Courtemanche at 610-337-
5075.
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Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Original signed by James P. Dwyer

James P. Dwyer, Chief
Commercial and R&D Branch
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

Enclosure:
NUREG-1757, Volume 2

cc (with encl.):
Joanne Marione, Radiation Safety Officer
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Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Original signed by James P. Dwyer

James P. Dwyer, Chief
Commercial and R&D Branch
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

Enclosure:
NUREG-1757, Volume 2

cc (with encl.):
Joanne Marione, Radiation Safety Officer
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