
 
 
 

July 8, 2008 
 
MEMORANDUM TO: Bradley Jones 

Assistant General Counsel for Rulemaking and Fuel Cycle 
Associate General Counsel for Licensing and Regulation 
Office of the General Counsel 

 
FROM: Melanie A. Galloway, Deputy Director  /RA/ 

Division of Risk Assessment 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL ASSISTANCE 

TO DEVELOP GUIDANCE ON THE MEANING OF “ADEQUATE 
PROTECTION” AS USED IN THE ATOMIC ENERGY ACT AND 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION REGULATIONS (TAC NO. 
MD9144) 

 
 
The purpose of this memorandum is to request assistance from your staff in developing 
guidance on the meaning of “adequate protection” as used in the Atomic Energy Act (the “Act”) 
and Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) regulations.  The resulting guidance will be captured 
in an internal document to be used in knowledge transfer and retention efforts. 
 
Geary Mizuno of your staff presented a history of adequate protection in the Act and NRC 
regulations at an Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) meeting on May 22, 2008.  The 
purpose of Geary’s presentation was to help NRR personnel better understand adequate 
protection and whether, by definition, adequate protection required immediate action on the part 
of the NRC to shut down or otherwise limit plant operation.  It became clear that the information 
presented by Geary should be captured in a manner that would facilitate ready access to, and 
use of, this knowledge for future issues. 
 
I would like to request that Geary be assigned to assist my staff over the next 6 months to 
develop general information on the NRC’s regulatory concept of adequate protection.  My goal is 
to capture this information from knowledgeable NRC individuals so that NRR staff will have 
ready access to this information in the future as an element of knowledge management.  I 
anticipate a relatively light resource loading over that time period, such that occasional 
interactions between my staff and Geary should not be overly intrusive on his other tasks.  I 
estimate that approximately 80 hours of Geary’s time between now and the end of calendar year 
2008 should suffice to complete this effort.   
 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  I look forward to your favorable reply to my 
request. 
 
 
CONTACT:   Steven Laur, DRA/NRR 
      (301) 415-2889
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regulations at an Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) meeting on May 22, 2008.  The 
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clear that the information presented by Geary should be captured in a manner that would 
facilitate ready access to, and use of, this knowledge for future issues. 
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request. 
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