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Grandmothers, Mothers, and More For Energy Safety
747 BayAvenue
Brick, NJ 08724

June 6, 2008

Mr. Samuel Collins
Director
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
region 1
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406-1415

Dear Mr. Collins,

Please let me begin by saying that our coalition members appreciated the
opportunity to meet with your staff at last month's annual assessment exit meeting for
the Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station at AmerGen's emergency headquarters in
Toms River. We do, however, feel that the information was limited and we were
disappointed that the session was not transcribed after having made repeated requests for
a public record in the past.

As you know, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission last week decided to ask for
further briefing on whether the committed 3-D safety analysis is sufficient to establish
compliance with the safety requirements prior to relicensing. We believe it is highly
significant that the Commission did not dismiss our contention as recommended by two
of the judges on the Atomic Safety Licensing Board (the "Board"). We will be providing
the Commission with additional information concerning the analysis that is needed to
show whether the drywell meets the safety requirements.

While the Commission must give a final sign off on relicensing, I believe that you
are charged with making decisions about the current safety of the Oyster Creek drywell.
At the exit meeting, we asked whether the safety of the drywell was re-examined after the
Board confirmed that the drywell had to meet the safety factor of 2.0. We were assured
that it had been, but were also told that there are no documents available that state what
was done or how the conclusion regarding the safety factor was reached. This greatly
concerns us because we do not understand how you could decide that the drywell meets
the safety requirements when Judge Baratta and the Commission believe that more
analysis is needed to establish this fact.



Moreover, we have concerns about the safety-culture within Region 1. At the exit
meeting Mr. Richard Conte, the engineering branch chief, abandoned efforts to explain
how the safety review was conducted and informed me that inspectors would stop
refueling in October if they saw the drywell begin to buckle. We believe that this is
entirely unacceptable and reflects a reluctance among your Staff to place the burden of
proof to show safety upon AmerGen. Unless AmerGen can show Oyster Creek meets all
safety requirements, it should not be allowed to operate. At Davis-Besse, the Inspector
General found that a critical failing was the attitude among NRC staff members that if no
safety problem had been proved, no action should be taken. I would ask you to ensure
that this attitude does not prevail once again at Oyster Creek as it did at Davis-Besse.

As you are no doubt well aware, refueling is when the drywell will bear the
greatest weight. In light of the concerns expressed by Judge Baratta, which are reflected
in the Commission's latest decision, it is vitally important for us all to be completely
confident of the drywell's structural integrity before any refueling begins. I understand
that the next refueling is scheduled for October, 2008. Because time is short, I ask that
you explain urgently in writing how and when the latest safety evaluation concerning the
current drywell was carried out. In addition, I ask that you follow the logic of Judge
Baratta and the Commission by prohibiting any refueling until a sufficiently accurate 3D
analysis is completed and made public for independent review. This is not only the
position of the Coalition, it is also entirely consistent with the position of the State of
New Jersey, which stated "NJDEP [New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection] does support the position that the planned state-of-the-art analysis be made
public at the earliest opportunity, if possible even before the planned refueling outage."
Letter from Jill Lipoti to Richard Webster, dated March 18, 2008.

Mr. Collins, in the interest of public safety for the millions living in the vicinity of
Oyster Creek, I ask you, as the person responsible for our safety, to make sure that the
drywell will not buckle instead of hoping that it does not. I would again like to thank you
for your kind attention to this matter and look forward to your urgent response.

Sincerely,

Janet Tauro,
GRAMMES

cc:
New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine
U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg
U.S. Senator Robert Menendez
U.S. Representative James Saxton



U.S. Representative Christopher Smith
U.S. Representative Rush Holt
N.J. Senator Christopher Connors
Assemblyman James Van Pelt
Assemblyman Brian Rumpf
Dale Klein, Chairman, Nuclear Regulatory Commission
NJDEP Commissioner Lisa Jackson
Jill Lipoti, Ph.D., Director Division of Environmental Safety and Health, NJDEP
David Lochbaum, The Union of Concerned Scientists


