
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

ATOMIC SAFETY AND LICENSING BOARD PANEL

Before the Licensing Board:

G. Paul Bollwerk, III, Chairman
Nicholas G. Trikouros 
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SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING CO.
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Docket No. 52-011-ESP

ASLBP No. 07-850-01-ESP-BD01

June 24, 2008

MEMORANDUM AND ORDER
(Scheduling Prehearing Conference)

By letter submitted on June 17, 2008, the NRC staff provided information regarding its

current planned dates for public availability of its final environmental impact statement (FEIS)

and final safety evaluation report (FSER) in this 10 C.F.R. Part 52 early site permit (ESP)

proceeding.  Although indicating it anticipated the FEIS would be issued on August 22, 2008, as

previously announced, the staff declared that because of significant issues with the limited work

authorization requested by applicant Southern Nuclear Operating Company (SNC) in

conjunction with its ESP application, the date for issuance of the staff’s FSER would be

postponed from August 6, 2008, to February 5, 2009.  Such a change would have significant

implications for the current schedule for this proceeding, which anticipated the possible conduct

of a hearing on both the contested and uncontested (mandatory hearing) issues in this

proceeding in March 2009.  See Licensing Board Memorandum and Order (Revised General

Schedule) (Mar. 13, 2008) app. A, at 3 (unpublished).  Thereafter, by letter dated June 19,
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1 Joint Intervenors include the Center for a Sustainable Coast, Savannah Riverkeeper,
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, Atlanta Women’s Action for New Directions, and Blue
Ridge Environmental Defense League.  

2 Copies of this memorandum and order were sent this date by the agency’s E-Filing
system to counsel for (1) applicant SNC; (2) Joint Intervenors; and (3) the staff. 

2008, SNC requested that the Licensing Board convene a prehearing conference to discuss the

hearing schedule for this proceeding in light of the staff’s June 17, 2008 letter.

The Board will conduct a telephone prehearing conference with SNC, the staff, and Joint

Intervenors1 to discuss the schedule for both the contested and mandatory hearing aspects of

this proceeding on Wednesday, June 25, 2008, beginning at 10 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time. 

Details on connecting to the conference via the agency bridge will be provided via a separate

e-mail from the Board.  Any party that the needs more than two connections to the bridge

should contact Licensing Board law clerk Emily Krause at emily.krause@nrc.gov immediately.   

To aid in the discussion during the telephone conference, the staff should be prepared to

provide its best estimate of the date on which it will issue what applicant in its June 19 letter

(at 2) referred to as the “Advanced [Safety Evaluation Report] without open items” for use

before the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards.

It is so ORDERED.

FOR THE ATOMIC SAFETY
   AND LICENSING BOARD2

                   /RA/                                         
G. Paul Bollwerk, III
CHAIRMAN

Rockville, Maryland

June 24, 2008
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