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Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch 
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OverviewOverview

• Regulatory Process and Focus

• New Applications

• Hearings

• Regulatory Activities

• Outreach

• Challenges
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Regulatory Process and FocusRegulatory Process and Focus
• Regulate with a safety and environmental 

focus
• Review in accordance with applicable 

legislation, regulation, and guidance
• Provide consistency (standard review 

plans, reg guides)
• Ensure openness with a public process 

including hearing opportunity, meetings, 
and public comments
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Update Update –– New Licensing New Licensing 

• Preparation for new applications – require 
high quality applications, notice of intent

• Received 3 new ISL applications in WY

• Received 2 expansion amendments (ISL) 
and 1 restart application (ISL)

• Expecting 25 more new and expansion 
applications FY2008 – FY2011
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Status of ApplicationsStatus of Applications

• New Facility Applications
– 3 Acceptance Reviews Complete

– 3 Technical Reviews in Progress

– 1 Request for Information Issued

• Expansions/Restarts
– 1 Amendment Issued

– 2 Technical Reviews in Progress
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Uranium Project SummaryUranium Project Summary

Facility Quantity
New ISL Facility 14
New Conventional Mill 7
Combined ISL-Conv. 1
ISL Expansion 7
ISL Restart 1
TOTAL 30



77

0

3

4

2
11

5

3

0

2

0

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY2011

Restarts/Expansions

New Facilties

Uranium Project Summary Uranium Project Summary 
(cont’d.)(cont’d.)



88

Company Site Design type Estimated Application Date State Letter of Intent

Cogema Christensen Ranch ISL - Restart Received April 2007 WY None

Cameco (Crow Butte Resources, Inc.) North Trend ISL - Expansion Received June 2007 NE None

Cameco (Crow Butte Resources, Inc.) Plant Upgrade ISL - Expansion Rec. 10/06, Comp. 12/07 NE None

Lost Creek ISR, LLC Lost Creek ISL - New Received October 2007 WY 05/23/07
Uranerz Energy Corp. Hank and Nichols ISL - New Received December 2007 WY 06/27/07
Uranium One (Energy Metals Corporation ) Moore Ranch ISL - New Received October 2007 WY 05/31/07
Uranium One (Energy Metals Corporation ) Jab and Antelope ISL - New Jul-08 WY 05/31/07
Cameco (Power Resources, Inc.) Gas Hills ISL - Expansion Jul-08 WY 03/20/08
Kennecott Uranium Co. Sweetwater Resin Elution - Expansion Jul-08 WY 03/20/08

Cameco (Crow Butte Resources, Inc.) Three Crow ISL - Expansion Oct-08 NE 03/20/08
Lost Creek ISR, LLC Lost Creek ISL - Expansion Oct-08 WY 03/21/08
Powertech Uranium Corporation Dewey Burdock ISL - New Oct-08 SD 01/26/07
Cameco (Power Resources, Inc.) Smith Ranch/Highland CPP ISL - Expansion May-09 WY 03/20/08
Cameco (Power Resources, Inc.) North Butte ISL - Expansion May-09 WY 03/20/08
Strathmore Minerals Corporation Roca Honda Conv. - New Apr-09 NM 04/23/07
Strathmore Minerals Corporation Sky ISL - New Apr-09 WY 05/11/07
UR-Energy Corp. Lost Soldier ISL - New Jan-09 WY 03/20/08
Uranium Resources, Inc.  Ambrosia Lake Conv. - Restart Apr-09 NM 03/21/08
Uranium Energy Corporation Grants Ridge Heap Leach - New Jul-09 NM 02/22/08
Uranerz Energy Corporation Collins Draw ISL - New Jul-09 WY 03/20/08
Rio Grande Resources Mt. Taylor Conv. - New Aug-09 NM 03/21/08
Uranium One (Energy Metals Corporation ) Ludeman ISL - New Oct-08 WY 03/20/08
Uranium One (Energy Metals Corporation ) Allemand-Ross ISL - New Aug-09 WY 03/20/08
Wildhorse Energy West Alkali Creek ISL  - New Apr-09 WY 03/20/08
Concentric Yavapai County Conv. - New Nov-08 AZ 03/20/08

Cameco (Power Resources, Inc.) Ruby Ranch ISL - New Oct-09 WY 03/20/08
Neutron Energy Marquez Conv. - New Apr-10 NM
Strathmore Minerals Corporation Reno Creek ISL - New Dec-09 WY 03/21/08

Strathmore Minerals Corporation Gas Hills Conv. - New Feb-11 WY 3/21/2008
Wildhorse Energy Sweetwater ISL and Conv. - New May-11 WY -

30
20
10Total Restart/Expansion Uranium Recovery Applications = 

4 year projected total reviews = 

Total New Uranium Recovery Applications = 

Fiscal 2011 Applications

Expected Uranium Recovery Facility Applications / Restarts / Expansions 

Fiscal 2007 Applications

Fiscal 2010 Applications

Fiscal 2008 Applications

Fiscal 2009 Applications
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New Application Review SchedulesNew Application Review Schedules
• 90 day acceptance review – inadequate 

applications face not being accepted

• Goal - RAIs 150 days after acceptance

• Generally a two year process due to the EIS –
efficiencies may be gained with a GEIS

• Hearings may extend the process beyond two 
years

• Schedules depend on workload and budgeted 
resources
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HearingsHearings

• Opposition via hearing requests greater 
than past experience

• Major opposition for sites in New Mexico, 
South Dakota, agreement States - Texas, 
Colorado, growing interest in Wyoming

• On-going Hearing Status
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Uranium Recovery Regulatory Uranium Recovery Regulatory 
ActivitiesActivities

• Operating sites – focus on safety and 
environmental protection – inspections, 
licensing reviews
– High staff turnover at mill sites – NRC focus 

on key safety positions (RSO, Env. 
Coordinator)

• Remediate legacy sites
– Groundwater issues
– Transfer sites to DOE
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Outreach Outreach 

• Address stakeholder issues

• Indian Tribe outreach

• Congressional Interest - Multi-Agency 
coordination (EPA, NRC, DOE, BIA, IHS, 
BLM)
– House Oversight Committee – Navajo sites

– Senate – Hard rock mining reform
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CHALLENGES

• New license applications – uncertainty in 
how many will be received - resources

• Attrition & recruitment – difficulty hiring 
entry level due to high housing cost in DC 
area

• Stakeholder issues – groundwater 
resources, Indian Tribe concerns
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