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Scope of 
the Review

• NRC was tasked to conduct a review in the 
Conference Report for the Omnibus 
Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Year 2008 
which states:

• “In cooperation with the Department of Energy, the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission is directed to review 
the regulatory processes of the Department for the 
Hanford Waste Treatment Plant and report its 
assessment and recommendations to the Secretary 
of Energy and the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations within 180 days of enactment.”
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Process of the Review

• Evaluation of DOE regulations, 
requirements, orders and guidance
– Relative to NRC’s regulatory framework

• Review is limited
– Safety and environmental programs and 

activities
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Process of the 
Review (continued)

• Review was not
– A detailed design or license review

– A detailed audit of implementation of DOE’s 
requirements

– An assessment of security or vulnerability

• NRC did not review
– Security

– Material control and accounting (MC&A)

– Emergency planning

– Management of plant output

– Decommissioning
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Status of NRC’s review effort

• Conducted meetings and on-site reviews with 
DOE

• Interacted with Hanford Waste Treatment Plant 
stakeholders

• Conducted a public meeting to discuss DOE 
comments pertaining to their factual accuracy 
review of portions of the report

• Report is in final review before being issued to 
Congress and the Secretary of Energy
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Key Dates

• Late December 2007
– Omnibus Appropriation Bill enacted

• February 13, 2008
– NRC public meeting on our review effort

• May 6, 2008
– Public Meeting with DOE on factual accuracy review

• June 23, 2008
– NRC’s report due to Congress

• July 15, 2008
– NRC public meeting on the results of the review
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Next steps

• Submit report to Congress and the 
Secretary of Energy

• Conduct public meeting on NRC report
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