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.Good Evening Lad1es and Gentlemen Who. Smcerely Care About the Health Safety and Welfare
of” People Everywhere. For those of you in the nuclear 1ndustry, whether government or
business, may you conceive the ugly diseases that you have helped mnocent people die from or-
“be crrppled with for the rest of their lives. I cannot wrsh you a good anythmg

The last time I spoke out at one of these type meetmgs, a man came up to me and sa1d ”Sue you v
always say the same thing.” And, I told him, that is because nothing has changed with the
* nuclear industry. Still giving us the same old load of feces, such as, “I’'m not-afraid to move my

family close by.. I wouldn’t submit my children to anything that could harm them.” “And that is .

_ what scares me- about you people. You'’re as. stuprd as our appomted pre51dent who thlnks he s
annomted : . : e

'Every year 20,000 people die of cancer from naturally occuring background radiation. You would - -

- think that this fact alone would be enough to say “Let us‘not produce anymore radratron as it will .
- kill more people.” With all our other méans of makmg energy especlally all the various kinds of -.
solar energy that we now have the technology to do it makes no sense to use a source of energy -
that is. dangerous and will cause more people to die of cancer, and other degenerative diséases.
Even if some people are cured from cancer, they will worry forever that it will come back to them :
: and all the suffermg that comes with it and many tlmes it does come back.

In the Federal Reg1ster December 15, 1989 Part II, by the Env1ronmental Protectlon Agency, 40

. CFR Part 61 on National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants Radlonuclldes Final
" Rule and Notrce of Reconsideration reiterated from the Federal Register of December 27, 1979,

the EPA listed radlonuclldes as a hazardous air pollutant. EPA determiried that radronuchdes are -

~~'a known cause of cancer and genetic damage and that radionuclides cause ‘or contrlbute to air
pollutron that may reasonably be anticipated to result in an increase in mortality or an increase in
serious irreversible or incapacitating reversible illness, and therefore const1tute a hazardous air’
pollutant within_ the meaning of section 112(a)(1). There are three major’ types of long—term
health impacts from eéxposure to radiation: Cancer, hereditary effects, and developmental effects
on fetuses such as mental retardation.” In addition, risk distribution from radiation from most of

. the-sources considered for regulatlon show that fatal cancers occur much more frequently than.

non—fatal cancers and cancers generally occur more often than genetic or developmental effects.”
',lt also states that “Numerous studres have demonstrated that radratlon isa carcmogen It is
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"t'assumed that there is. no completely risk-free level of exposure to radlatlon to. cause, cancer.”
;' ‘Radiation corrodes metal such as in the- pipes’ of nuclear power plants caus1ng ‘holes that
constantly emit radiation in’ our’ air under the routine operation of the plants. Rad1at10n is

. cummulative in our bodies and: the effects of exposure can sometrmes ‘take many years ‘before . .

o showmg up And we were womed that Saddam Hussein had weapons:of mass destruct1on

‘Along with- rad10act1ve air. pollutants the Envuomental Protection Agency reports thaat in 2002

. 24,379 U.S. non-nuclear facﬂltles released 4 79 b1lhon pounds of toxins into the atrnosphere 0)3 _

these pollutants 72 million pounds were known carcinogens. -We have no. concept of the ™

o Synerg1st1c effects of these toxins when they are mixed with radioactive pollutants. These toxins

1mp1nge on health, durlng your entire life, even before birth. A study in New York -City shows
that the genetic material in fetuses still i in their mothers’ womb is damaged by a1r pollution. ‘-

- ~From the Radiation and Public Health Project in Nor_rrstown PA, they have found that _“Current? :

rates of infant ‘deaths, childhood cancer, and- thyroid ‘cancer, ‘all known to be effected by
emissions from nuclear reactors, are elevated in Luzerne County, the 'site of the Susquehanna
_ Nuclear plants ' : s

- The Nat1onal Academy of Sciences’ BEIR Comm1ttee in their 1990 Study also pubhshed there 1s'
" no safe dose of radiation. - And; again in their 1995-1996 report they again reported the same but
' thlS time sa1d there may be blologlcal damage in add1t1on

The Umted' States Department of Energy (DOE) is conducting a ten year program o"f'basicw. .
~ research in microbiology ‘and thesé researchers, some in universities and some in govemment
agencies, are finding riew unanticipated forins of genetlc damage - A damaged cell may be able to -
repa1r itself, but the repaired cell will not be, nor like, the orlgmal undamaged cell. There could be
ifreversible damage to our species. . These are not deCISlonS to be made by engmeers,
E thls should be in the realm of blologlsts and genetlclsts

“These hrgh disease rates should shock all Luzeme County residents, and they should demand a -
. -thorough study of the health risks. posed by the Susquehanna plant » said Joseph Mangano MPH

*. " MBA of the Radiation and Public Health Project, who presented the data. - “If radioactive

-emissions from the plant have been harmful, people should know this before the govemment
de(:ldes whether or not to’ extend the plant’s l1cense

The 2000 2004 county rate of white mfants who died i in their ﬁrst month was 23% above the
U S rate, based on 55 deaths. In that same penod 43 Luzerne children under age 15 were -
K dlagnosed with cancer, a rate 38% above the nation. Data are taken from the’ Nat10na1 Center for -
Health Stat1st1cs and the Pennsylvama Cancer Reg1stry T |
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Thyroid cancer statistics -may be most alarming. In the late 1980’s, as the two r.e'actors‘ at -

Susquehanna were starting, the Luzerne rate was 20% below the U.S. However, in 2000-2003, o

the Luzerne rate was 100% above.(double) the nation. Radioactive iodine found only in nuclear
weapons and reactors seeks out the thyroid gland where. 1t kills and impairs cells, leadmg to
cancer.

Two large nuclear reactors have operated at Susquehanna beginning in 1982 and 1984,
respectively. Virtually all of the 312,000 residents of Luzerne County live within 15 miles of the
‘plant, and would be most likely to receive the greatest radiation exposures. Like all reactors,
Susquehanna routinely emits ‘gases and particles into the air and water;’ ‘which enters human
bodies by breathing and the food chain. There are over 100 radioactive chemicals in thlS mix; each
causes cancer, and is especially harmful to fetuses, infants and children.

California closed down the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Plant many years ago. Through conservation,
solar and other forms of energy, they created over 800 new jobs and lowered their rates. Nuclear
Power is only 19% of our energy in the U.S. Through conservation and solar we could close
_ down all the nuclear power plants i in our country and save thousands of lives.

- These ﬁndmgs and other data on local disease rates, should be part of the federal decision on
whether the U.S- Nuclear Regulatory Commission should approve the application of PPL
Susquehanna to operate the plant until 2044. The current license allows operation until 2024.
These plants were originally desrgned to only operate for 12 to 15 years PPL and the NRC are
pushing our luck.

Anyone who ‘wants more nuclear power plants, and our President wants 55 more in this country,
should be considered an insane terrorist. Our president constantly tries to scare us about
terrorists.  Nuke -plants and high level radioactive waste sntes, both now at ‘the
.Susquehanna site, could be a terrorist dream. :

‘We are also using depleted uranium bombs in Iraq. Both our soldiers and the"Iraqis are being
" exposed. Many of the Iraqi children are getting Leukemia. Remember the Gulf War Syndrome?
- Our soldiers were exposed then, too, and many of their children had birth defects and many of
the soldrers got very sick and our government drdn’t want to tell them why. Who’s the
terronsts? , : .

. SHUT THEM DOWN! Deny them another llcense or else I w1sh there was a hell for youv ,
to go to. } )
Very Sincerely, Sue Fracke 396 Tower Rd., Sugarloaf, Pa 18249
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LOCAL CHILD HEALTH THREATENED BY SUSQUEHANNA NUCLEAR PLANT .
For Immediate Release Contact Joseph Mangano 610-666-2985

Berwick PA, November 13, 2006 — Current rates of infant deaths, childhood cancer, and thyroid
cancer, all known to be affected by emissions from nuclear reactors, are elevated in Luzerne
County, the site of the Susquehanna nuclear plant

These findings, and other data on local disease rates, should be part of the federal decision on
whether the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission should approve the application of PPL
Susquehanna LLC to operate the plant until 2044 (the current license only allows operation until
2024). The information was presented at a federal hearing today in Berwick on the application.

“These high disease rates should shock all Luzerne County residents, and they should demand a
through study of the health risks posed by the Susquehanna plant,” said Joseph Mangano MPH
MBA of the Radiation and Public Health Project, who presented the data. “If radioactive

emissions from the plant have been harmful, people should know this before the government -

decides whether or not to extend the plant’s license.”

The 2000-2003 county rate of white infants who died in their first month was 23% above the
U.S. rate, based on 55 deaths. In that same period, 43 Luzerne children under age 15 were
diagnosed with cancer, a rate 38% above the nation.  Data are taken from the Natlonal Center for
Health Statistics and the Pennsylvania Cancer Reglstry

Thyroid cancer statistics may be most alarming, Tn the late 1980s, as the two reactors at
Susquehanna were starting, the Luzeme rate was 20% below the U.S. Howéver, in 2000-2003,
the Luzemne rate was 100% above — double - the nation. Radioactive iodine found only in

nuclear weapons and reactors seeks out the thyroid gland, where it kills and impairs cells, leading
to cancer.

Two large nuclear reactors have operated at Susquehanna beginning in 1982 and 1984,

respectively. Virtually all of the 312,000 residents of Luzerne County live within 15 miles of the
plant, and would be most likely to receive the greatest radiation exposures.” Like all reactors,
Susquehanna routinely emits gases and particles into the air and water, which enters human
bodies by breathing and the food chain. There are over 100 radioactive chemicals in this mix;
each causes cancer, and is especially hamlful to fetuses ‘infants, and children.
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INFORMATION ON SUSQUEHANNA NUCLEAR PLANT AND LOCAL HEALTH

1. Susquehanna reactors 1/2 went critical (began producing radioactivity) on September
10, 1982 and May 8, 1984, respectively. Source: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Com:mssxon

WWW.IIT S0V,

2. From January 1, 1999 to September 30, 2006, Susquehanna 1/2 operated 91.8% and
93.0% of the time, an all time high. Source: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
www.nre.gov. Reactors operated 62345 and 63193 hours out of a maximum 67919,

- 3. From 2000-2003, 55 Luzemne county whites under 28 days old died out of 11601 live

births, a rate of 4.74 per 1000. This rate was 23% greater than the U.S. rate of 3.84.

Source: National Center for Health Statistics, http://wonder.cde.gov, underlying cause of
death.

4. From 2000-2003, 43 Luzerne county children under age fifieen were diagnosed with

- cancet. Based on an annual average population of 52,567, the cancer incidence rate was

20.45 per 100,000, which was 38% greater than the U.S. average of 14.78. Sources: PA
Cancer Regisry (www.state.paug) and U.S. Centers for Disease Control
(http://wonder.cdc.gov, National Association of Cancer Registries — represems 39 states).

5. From 1985-1988 the Luzeme county thyroid cancer mmdence rate was 3.54 per
100,000, based on 86 cases, or 20% below the U.S. rate of 4.40. From 2000-2003, the
couniy rate was 16.41, based on 229 cases or 100% above the U.S. rate of 8.20. Sources:

PA Cancer Registry (www.state.pa.us) and Surveillance Epidemiology and End Results
(www.seer.cancer.gov), representing 9 states and cities.




