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NUCLEAR ENERGY INST ITUTE

Marvin S. Fertel
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT AND

CHIEF NUCLEAR OFFICER

June 6, 2008

The Honorable Dale E. Klein
Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop 0 16 C1
Washington, DC 20555

Subject: April 28 Commission Briefing on Industry Materials Initiative

Project Number: 689

Dear Chairman Klein:

We appreciated the opportunity to brief the Commission on April 28 regarding the industry Materials
Initiative. As discussed during the briefing, industry senior executives are committed to this
Initiative which will support safe, reliable and efficient operation through the management of
materials issues. We are also working to share operating experience and incorporate lessons
learned. We would like to take this opportunity to discuss some follow-up items from the briefing.

During the briefing we were asked if we would share the results of a self assessment currently being
performed to determine the effectiveness of our Materials Initiative. We will inform the Commission
of the results of the self assessment when completed. We expect the results will be available in
September.

The Commission expressed a concern regarding the sharing of technical information with ASME and
questioned if proprietary concerns may limit this exchange. We recognize the need to protect
intellectual property rights, but alternative arrangements can be made when information is needed
by Code Committees for standards development. We will continue to support this exchange of
information as appropriate. We are not aware of any proprietary information involving safety
significant items that has not been disclosed.

The Commission asked if we would inform them of the results of the destructive examination of the
retired St. Lucie pressurizer nozzle dissimilar metal weld. We will continue to maintain open
communication with the Staff on this issue and will inform the Commission of these results after the
studies are complete.
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Thank you again for the opportunity to brief the Commission on this important Initiative. Industry
will continue to proactively and aggressively address potential issues that challenge materials
integrity and we look forward to demonstrating additional progress at the next briefing.

If you need further information, please contact me at 202-739-8125; msfcnei.orq or Alex Marion at
202-739-8080; ambnei.orq.

Sincerely,

Marvin S. Fertel

c: The Honorable Kristine L. Svinicki, Commissioner, NRC
The Honorable Gregory B. Jaczko, Commissioner, NRC
The Honorable Peter B. Lyons, Commissioner, NRC
Mr. R. William Borchardt, Executive Director for Operations, NRC
Mr. Bruce S. Mallett, Deputy Executive Director for Reactor

and Preparedness Programs, NRC
Mr. Eric J. Leeds, Director, NRC/NRR
Mr. Michael R. Johnson, Director, NRC/NRO
NRC Document Control Desk


